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programs at both the undergraduate and graduate level. The purpose of establishing 
these credentials is to advance the university’s academic goals and objectives, and to 
address the growing demand across society and within professional and academic 
sectors for specialized, flexible, and accessible education within particular domains of 
study, and to complement existing undergraduate, masters and doctoral programming. 
 

POLICY



3.1.4 Micro-certificate programs will 



3.3.3 Undergraduate diploma credit courses are normally at the 300 and 400 
level; non-credit courses normally are offered at the equivalent level. 

 
3.3.4 Depending upon the nature and content of the diploma, admission may 

require either 3rd year standing, or an undergraduate degree from a 
recognized post-secondary institution, or a specified combination of 
academic and professional experience.   

 
3.3.5 Students who wish to transfer from a micro-certificate, certificate or 

diploma program to a regular undergraduate degree program must meet 
the current admission requirements of that program.  

 
3.3.6 Credit courses completed in diploma programs may be applied toward 

undergraduate degree programs with approval of both the faculty and 
academic unit offering the degree program. 

 
3.4  Professional Specialization Certificate  

 
3.4.1  A Professional Specialization Certificate program may consist of regular 



Graduate Diploma programs of study normally should be 9.0-12.0 units of coursework 
at the 500 and/or 600 level. 
 
Graduate Micro-certificates, Certificates and Diplomas:  
Consist of specified sets of regular university graduate credit or specially developed 
non-credit graduate courses. 
 
May be taken by students who are concurrently admitted to a regular graduate degree 
program or by students admitted only for the purposes of the diploma, certificate or 
micro-certificate. 
 
May be integrated with, or complementary to, other 



The development of new credit courses (excluding Special Topics courses) in the 
development of a micro-certificate, certificate or diploma follows the normal 
curriculum approval process. 

 
5.3 Certificate and Diploma programs entirely comprised of non-credit courses will 

normally be managed through the Division of Continuing Studies which assumes 
responsibility for the integrity and quality of the programs, in consultation with the 
Program Advisory Committee, the Senate Committee on Continuing Studies, and 
in the case of graduate certificates and diplomas; the Faculty of Graduate 
Studies. 

 
Micro-certificate programs entirely comprised of non-credit courses will normally 
be managed by the Division of Continuing Studies in partnership with the 
academic units that develop the program. The academic units assume 
responsibility for the integrity and quality of these programs.  
 
For purposes of institutional tracking and data reporting, non-credit micro-
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the case of graduate micro-certificates, certificates and diplomas, the Graduate 
Advisor and the Faculty of Graduate Studies. 

 
5.6 For programs offered on a non-credit basis, the Division of Continuing Studies or 

the unit responsible for the program will appoint faculty and manage the program 
in consultation with the Academic Advisor, and in the case of graduate 
certificates and diplomas, the Faculty of Graduate Studies. 

 
5.7 The application of work completed in a micro-certificate, 
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1. When the need for a program of this type is identified, it 


