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 6. President’s Report 

 

  
COVID-19 
 
Prof. Cassels provided an update on the university’s ongoing response to COVID-19. He 
thanked members of the university community for their commitment and adaptability 
during this period of change and uncertainty. In response to the BC Restart Plan 
announced on May 6, 2020, Prof. Cassels said the university was working towards a 
careful and phased approach to resume on-campus activities. He commented on the 
plans in development to guide the resumption of teaching, research and operations. 
Prof. Cassels provided information regarding planning for fall term, noting that courses 
would be predominantly delivered online with some opportunities for in-person 
instruction to support experiential learning, student research and graduate education. 
Prof. Cassels said the university’s goal was always to provide a high quality learning 
experience for students. He commented on the significant investments being made to 
enhance online teaching and student supports. Prof. Cassels also commented on 
supports being put in place for instructors as they transition their courses to online 
platforms. 
 
Prof. Cassels acknowledged the resilience and adaptability of students. He commented 
on supports put in place for students who are struggling because of COVID-19, including 
implementation of an emergency bursary program. With respect to incoming students, 
Prof. Cassels provided information about information and supports that would be 
available.  
 
Prof. Cassels provided information regarding the university’s future planning, including 
moving from an emergency operations model back to the university’s normal planning 
and operational processes. He commented on the need for ongoing communication 
and co-ordination. Prof. Cassels thanked members of the university’s Emergency 
Operations Centre for their extraordinary work over the past several months.  
 
In response to a question, Prof. Cassels commented on how universities across the 
province are collaborating and sharing best practices. 
 
Awards
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Hanna Jacobsen, a student studying Sociology and Gender Studies, and Madeleine 
Kenyon, a student studying Philosophy have been chosen as two of ten students to 
receive the 2020 3M National Student Fellowship Award. 
 
Rankings and Reputation 
 
Prof. Cassels reported on the results of the Times Higher Education Impact Rankings, 
which evaluates the university against the United Nations Sustainable Development 
Goals. UVic ranked #82 overall out of 768 participating institutions worldwide. UVic’s 
results when measured against specific SDGs included ranking #4 in climate action and 
#25 in responsible consumption and production, among other achievements. 
 

   
 7. External Relations Update BOG-May26/20-29 

 

 Chris Horbachewski, Vice-President External Relations provided some highlights from 
the report. He provided information on year-end fundraising results, and commented 
on funds raised to support the COVID-19 emergency bursary. 
 
Mr. Horbachewski reported that, due to ongoing public health restrictions, it was not 
possible to proceed with the Spring 2020 Convocation ceremonies. He provided 
information regarding plans to recognize graduates and honour them at a future 
ceremony.  
 
Mr. Horbachewski noted the live-streamed One Man Star Wars performance on May 4 
by alumnus Charlie Roth to raise funds for the emergency bursary.  
 
There were no questions for Mr. Horbachewski. 

  
CONSENT  
 8. Finance Committee (Dr. David Zussman) 
    
  a.  
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  f.  Status Report on Capital Projects BOG-May26/20-17a 
    

Pro Forma Motion: (I. Lee/D. Zussman) 
THAT the above items be approved by the Board of Governors by consent. 

  CARRIED 
REGULAR  
 10. 
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MOTION: (D. Corbett/M. Callahan) 
THAT the Board of Governors approve a recommended enrolment level of 18,320 FTE 
for the 2020/21 academic year, subject to revisions in the event of new information 
regarding mandated growth, funding levels, application rates, and current world events, 
consistent with the motion approved by Senate at its meeting on February 7, 2020 and 
subsequent information from the Ministry of Advanced Education, Skills and Training. 

CARRIED 

c. Annual Report on Research Centres BOG-May26/20-28 
Ms. Corbett noted the report was received by the Operations and Facilities Committee 
for information.   

d. Health Sciences Initiative Update BOG-May26/20-27 
Tony Eder, Executive Director Academic Resource Planning joined the meeting. 

Ms. Corbett introduced Lisa Kalynchuk, Vice-President Research who provided an 
informative presentation on the current state of the Health Sciences Initiative and next 
steps. 

12. Other Business

a) Review of action items identified
There were no action items.


