


Conserve Electricity
Computers account for approximately 20% of electricity consumption 
on campus, and much of this is wasted when computers are not in 
use. Here are some basic things you can do to save electricity at your 
workstation:

1. The most energy efficient computer is one that is shut off when not 
in use!

2. Store all your data on a shared drive so that your individual hard 
drive does not need to be backed up (this is much more secure 
as well). If your office does not make use of shared drives, contact 
University Systems.  All faculty and staff can get shared secure 
network storage and should be encouraged to utilize it.   
See: www.uvic.ca/systems/storagebackup/departmentalstorage

3. If you do need to leave your computer on, have your power settings 
set to put your monitor and computer  into Standby/Sleep mode 
after a predetermined period of no activity (see Control Panel  > 
Power Options). This reduces electricity consumption by up to 95%!

Recommended Power Management Settings (PC and Mac):

Monitor: Turn off after 20 minutes

Hard Drive: Turn off after 30 minutes 
(Does not save much power and can be ignored)

Standby: Turn on after 30 minutes

Advanced settings can be set up to prompt for a password when 
resuming from Standby mode (recommended).

Other tips:
 Á Use a laptop whenever possible – Laptops use ¼ the energy of a 
typical desk top computer and perform most office functions at the 
same speed. 

 Á Purchase only Energy Star and/or EPEAT rated equipment for 
maximum energy efficiency.

 Á Contact the Technology Solutions Centre for approved equipment 
options.


