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To ensure a broad scientific foundation in general psychology, graduate students must 
document that they have completed a set of undergraduate competency requirements (UCRs) 
at the time they enroll in our Graduate Program in Clinical Psychology. If a review of the 
student’s undergraduate transcript reveals that one or more UCRs are lacking, a plan for 
coursework to cover the lacking background in the general psychology must be developed and 
the course(s) must then be completed before graduation at the Master’s degree level.  These 
requirements are prescribed by CPA and APA accreditation standards and play an important 
role in becoming registered or licensed as professional psychologists following the completion of 
the Ph.D.  
 
The wide range of courses offered within our Graduate Program in Clinical Psychology can 
easily provide coverage in these general psychology areas at the graduate level, but planning 
ahead may help you to make the best possible course selections.  Whenever possible it is to the 
student’s advantage to take a graduate course rather than an undergraduate course in order to 
fulfill a lacking UCR area. Sometimes, however, the graduate course offerings available to fulfill 
a specific missing UCR requirement for an individual student may be too challenging without the 
preparation of an upper-level undergraduate course in that area. Consultation with your 
supervisor and clinical training advisor will help you to decide what options might be best for 
you.   
 
UCRs to be completed prior to completion of Master’s degree: For each UCR, students 
must have received a first class grade (A- or better) in a 3rd or 4th year level undergraduate 
courses in each of 4 areas of psychology.  Courses can be half or full year courses, but there 
must be a minimum of 1.5 units in each area, or 6.0 units total.  On the actual “Verification of 
Undergraduate Competency Requirements” form found below, you will need to document the 
details of courses taken to cover each of these four areas, as well as specific plans for how 
unmet requirements will be completed.   
 
General Psychology Competencies required prior to completion of doctoral degree: CPA 
accreditation standards (2011) require all graduates of doctoral programs to demonstrate 

“self-study” reviewing their training accomplishments to date and their goals for the coming year.  




