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GEOGRAPHY OF BRITISH COLUMBIA 
A CRITICAL APPROACH TO UNDERSTANDING THE GEOGRAPHY OF BC  

        

 
Lecture: Cornett Building A221; Tuesday 4:30pm-7:20pm 
Office Hours: Wednesday 10am – 12pm  
Office Location:  DTB B208 (or sometimes via Zoom; link will be sent out on those days) 
Contact: jmateer@uvic.ca  
 
We acknowledge and respect the lək̓ʷəŋən peoples on whose traditional territory the university 
stands and the Songhees, Esquimalt and W̱SÁNEĆ peoples whose historical relationships with the land 
continue to this day. 
 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
This course introduces students to the physical and human geographies of British Columbia, with a 
particular focus on political geographies and political ecology. Conflict or struggle is central to the 
ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜΩǎ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜŘ ƛƴ ǇŜǊǎƛǎǘŜƴǘ ŘƛǎǇǳǘŜǎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǎǳŎƘ ƳŀǘǘŜǊǎ ŀǎ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜ 
exploitation, environmental protection, Indigenous sovereignty, immigration, and urban development. 
Through engaging lectures, class discussions, videos, and texts, this course will carefully analyze 
historical and present struggles critically interrogating the values and assumptions of different groups 
vying to define our province and its future. Students should leave with a more sophisticated 
appreciation of the field of critical geography and of the province of BC. 
 
Critical geographies, and critical thinking more generally, is often misrepresented as cynical, pessimistic, 
ƻǊ άōŜƛƴƎ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǘƘƛƴƎǎΦέ Lƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƭŀǎǎΣ ƛǘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘƻƻŘ ƛƴ ǘŜǊƳǎ ƻŦ ƘŜŀƭǘƘȅ ǎƪŜǇǘƛŎƛǎƳ ŀƴŘ 
ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ŎƻǳƭŘ κ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƻǘƘŜǊǿƛǎŜΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǎǘŀǘǳǎ ǉǳƻ άŎƻmmon 
ǎŜƴǎŜέΤ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ƭƛƴƪŀƎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƻƴǎΤ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŜǾŀƭǳŀǘƛƴƎ ƳǳƭǘƛǇƭŜ 
perspectives and the values and assumptions underlying each (including our own); evaluating evidence 
and arguments (while recognizing power relations in knowledge claims), arriving at defensible positions 
on issues and working towards a more respectful, inclusive, just, and fair world (or province and country 
in this case). 

 
 
KEY THEMES: Place, Wilderness, TEK, Neoliberalism, Colonialism, Decolonization   
 

 
REQUIRED TEXT AND RECOMMENDED TEXTS  

 
There is no required textbook for this course. All readings are available digitally through UVic libraries or 
will be uploaded on Brightspace. 
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Optional readings and recommended readings will also be available on BrightSpace.  For those students 
who have a limited background in geography, recommended texts may provide a bit of essential 
background for the theme of the week.  Optional readings are for those students wishing to explore the 
theme further, perhaps for their final essay.   
 
  
 
LEARNING OUTCOMES 
 
This course has three primary objectives: 
 
ω To gain a deeper understanding of the particular geographies of British Columbia  
 
ω To develop a deeper understanding of the key theoretical concerns and debates that inform and 

continue to shape critical and regional geography. 
 
ω To allow students to develop a critical appreciation for the complex roles and multiple ways in 

which geographies are implicated within and woven through our everyday lives. 
 
You can expect to acquire the following skills: 
 
ω Critical Thinking: by applying seminar discussions and readings to your assignments and 

participation, students will develop an ability to think critically about the geographic ideas that 
have historically shaped and continue to inform political events in BC. 

 
ω 
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 The second portion of your paper, which should be one to three paragraphs, should discuss how 
the academic literature speaks to a current news article in BC. 

 
 
GREATER VICTORIA PLACEMAKING NETWORK (PROJECT) – (20%) 
 
For this course, you will have the opportunity to work on a group project related to placemaking in 
Victoria and the CRD with the Greater Victoria Placemaking Network (GVPN). The purpose of this 
assignment is to apply academic knowledge to real-world issues in a process that can benefit both 
students and the community. 
 
A group sign-up will be available on BrightSpace, with more details on the assignment to follow. 
 
FINAL EXAM – (30%)  
ω This will be an in-person exam held during the exam period  
ω I will discuss the final exam format with you in our last few weeks of class.   
ω Date TBD ς this will be announced by the University during the term  
ω Travel is not a reason to miss the exam, so please wait until after a date has been selected to 

make any travel arrangements for December.  
 
IMPORTANT ASSIGNMENT NOTES: 
 
Assignment: For all assignments use 12 pt. Font, Times New Roman, 1-inch margins, number pages, and 
a list of references.  You do not need to include a title page, but DO include your name, my name, the 
course number, and the date at the top of the first page.  
 
Referencing: Students are required to follow the APA style guide posted on Brightspace.   
 
 
GEOGRAPHY DEPARTMENT INFO 
 

 Geography Department website: uvic.ca/socialsciences/geography/ 

 Geography Department Chair: geogchair@uvic.ca  

 Geography Undergraduate Advising: geogadvising@uvic.ca  
 

BRIGHTSPACE 
 
I will post the course syllabus, link to any online lectures, and any additional relevant materials on the 
ŎƻǳǊǎŜΩǎ .ǊƛƎƘǘǎǇŀŎŜ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜΦ 
 
 
POLICY ON LATE ASSIGNMENTS 
 
ω Assignments submitted ON TIME will receive my full attention & useful feedback. 
 
ω Please speak with me well in advance if you anticipate a delay in submitting your work, 
particularly when dealing with illness or family conflicts. 
 
ω 10% per day penalty for late assignments, including weekend days.  
 
** All assignments must be done exclusively for this course. 

/socialsciences/geography/
mailto:geogchair@uvic.ca
mailto:geogadvising@uvic.ca


https://web.uvic.ca/calendar/undergrad/info/regulations/academic-integrity.html
https://web.uvic.ca/calendar/undergrad/info/regulations/academic-integrity.html
/learningandteaching/cac/index.php
/services/cal/
/sexualizedviolence/
mailto:svpcoordinator@uvic.ca
/sexualizedviolence/
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.uvic.ca%2Finternational-experiences%2Findex.php&data=05%7C01%7Csoscasdn%40uvic.ca%7C24d4241453f24a9781fa08db8a379fdb%7C9c61d3779894427cb13b1d6a51662b4e%7C0%7C0%7C638255743726045764%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=shQtSBjZ0pyEtGVRHmcwrMX7Wc%2BKjryQ80crJP0NmMc%3D&reserved=0
/international-experiences/get-involved/uvic-global-community/index.php


https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.uvic.ca%2Fservices%2Fadvising%2Findex.php&data=05%7C01%7Csoscasdn%40uvic.ca%7C24d4241453f24a9781fa08db8a379fdb%7C9c61d3779894427cb13b1d6a51662b4e%7C0%7C0%7C638255743726045764%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=OGPDqik90Pm6BPynFK8IuLX6xdx7kSq5RE3yICUQj%2B4%3D&reserved=0
/learningandteaching/cac/index.php
/learningandteaching/cac/index.php
/science/math-statistics/current-students/undergraduate/msac/
mailto:cindyann@uvic.ca
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COURSE EXPERIENCE SURVEY (CES) 
 
I value your feedback on this course. Towards the end of term, as in all other courses at UVic, you will 
have the opportunity to complete an anonymous survey regarding your learning experience (CES). The 
survey is vital to providing feedback to me regarding the course and my teaching, as well as to help the 
department improve the overall program for students in the future. The survey is accessed online and 
can be done on your laptop, tablet, or mobile device. I will remind you and provide you with more 
detailed information nearer the time but please be thinking about this important activity during the 
course. 
 
WEEKLY CALENDAR 
 

WEEK DATE  

1 September 12th  
Introduction to the course and discussion on Physical 
Geography and Climate Change in BC 

2 September 19th  
Climate Change and Placemaking 
** September 22nd is the last day for adding courses that begin 
in the fall term. 

3 September 26th  Wilderness and Racialization in BC 

4 October 3rd  Rural Geographies and Forestry in BC 

5 October 10th  Forestry continued   

6 October 17th  Midterm 

7 October 24th  Processes of colonialism  

8 October 31st  
Urban Geographies and Vancouverism 
** October 31st is the last day for withdrawing from first term 



/services/counselling/
http://www.uvic.ca/services/health/
/services/cal/
/services/indigenous/students/programming/elders/index.php

