
 

 
 
  
 

COURSE OUTLINE (v.1.0) 
INDIGENOUS ENVIRONMENTAL ACTIVISM 

(Offered as part of the Clayoquot Sound Field School) 
        

 
Office Hours: Immediately after class, and during evenings 6:30-8:00 PM in common room @ Tofino 
Hostel 
Contact: dsmiles@uvic.ca 
 
We acknowledge and respect the �o�/�l�B	N�/�|�/�v peoples on whose traditional territory the university 
stands and the Songhees, Esquimalt and �t�Z�^���E�������‰���}�‰�o���•���Á�Z�}�•�����Z�]�•�š�}�Œ�]�����o���Œ���o���š�]�}�v�•�Z�]�‰�•���Á�]�š�Z���š�Z�����o���v����
continue to this day. 
 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 

 
In this course, we will critically analyze Indigenous activism in environmental contexts, its root 
causes, and the outlook of such acts into the future. We will begin exploring the ways in which 
colonization has wrought tremendous changes to Indigenous environments. We then will turn 
our attention to the role of Indigenous environmental activism amidst the rise of Indigenous 
activism in the 1960s and 1970s, moving to the efforts of Indigenous nations and communities 
in the 1980s, 1990s and 2000s to secure and assert rights related to the environment. We then 
return to the current upswelling of Indigenous environmental activism, contemplating what this 
may mean for the environment, including both humans and more-than-human kin. Finally, we 
conclude this course by looking towards Indigenous conceptions of the future of their natural 
and political environments and what they might look like in an era of climate crisis. This course 
will utilize unique activities to evaluate and reinforce course concepts, including the simulated 
production of a podcast series as the main activity for this class. 
 
KEY THEMES: Indigenous geographies, environmentalism, activism, environmental futures  
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Final Presentation and Reflection (35% of grade) 
 
During the last day of class, each podcast group will present the work they’ve done on their episode so 
far, as well as exploring the broader themes they’ve been investigating in their work. Each student will 
also complete a short reflection on what they’ve learned during our time together in the course, to be 
submitted to me. 

 
GRADING SYSTEM 
 
As per the Academic Calendar: 

Grade Grade point 
value 

Grade scale Description 

A+ 
A 
A- 

9 
8 
7 

90-100% 
85-89% 
80-84% 

Exceptional, outstanding and excellent performance. Normally 
achieved by a minority of students. These grades indicate a 
student who is self-initiating, exceeds expectation and has an 
insightful grasp of the subject matter. 

B+ 
B 
B-





behaviour. We encourage students to learn more about how the university defines sexualized violence 
and its overall approach by visiting uvic.ca/svp. If you or someone you know has been impacted by 
sexualized violence and needs information, advice, and/or support please contact the sexualized 
violence resource office in Equity and Human Rights (EQHR). Whether or not you have been directly 
impacted, if you want to take part in the important prevention work taking place on campus, you can 
also reach out: 

Where: Sexualized violence resource office in EQHR; Sedgewick C119 
Phone: 250.721.8021 
Email: svpcoordinator@uvic.ca 
Web: uvic.ca/svp 

 
COURSE EXPERIENCE SURVEY (CES) 
 
I value your feedback on this course. Towards the end of term, as in all other courses at UVic, you will 
have the opportunity to complete an anonymous survey regarding your learning experience (CES). The 
survey is vital to providing feedback to me regarding the course and my teaching, as well as to help the 
department improve the overall program for students in the future. The survey is accessed online and 
can be done on your laptop, tablet, or mobile device. I will remind you and provide you with more 
detailed information nearer the time but please be thinking about this important activity during the 
course. 
 
WEEKLY CALENDAR 
 

Day DATE  

1 1/14 

Syllabus, intro to podcasting, introduction to settler 
colonialism and the environment—historical perspectives 
(Colonization to early 20th century) 
 
Readings: 
 
This syllabus! 
 
Englert, Sai. "Settlers, Workers, and the Logic of 
Accumulation by Dispossession." Antipode (2020). 
 
Gilio-Whitaker, Dina. As long as grass grows: The indigenous 
fight for environmental justice, from colonization to Standing 
Rock. Beacon Press, 2019. (Selected chapters) 
 

2 1/15 

Settler colonialism and the environment II: Indigenous 
dystopias (1940-1970) 
 
Readings:  
 
Ahtone, Tristan. 2019. "When conservation provides a cover 
for anti-Indigenous sentiments." High Country News. 
 
Gilio-Whitaker, Dina. As long as grass grows: The indigenous 
fight for environmental justice, from colonization to Standing 
Rock. Beacon Press, 2019. (Selected chapters) 
 



3 1/16 

Red Power and the Environment  
 
Readings: 
 
Brugge, Doug, and Rob Goble. "The history of uranium 
mining and the Navajo people." American Journal of Public 
Health 92, no. 9 (2002): 1410-1419. 
 
The Red Nation Podcast: “History of the American Indian 
Movement” 
 

4 1/17 

Indigenous Sovereignty and the Environment (1970-2000) 
 
Readings: 
 
Nesper, Larry. The walleye war: The struggle for Ojibwe 
spearfishing and treaty rights. U of Nebraska Press, 2002. 
(Selected sections) 
 
Gilio-Whitaker, Dina. As long as grass grows: The indigenous 
fight for environmental justice, from colonization to Standing 
Rock. Beacon Press, 2019. (Selected sections) 
 
 

5 1/18 

Indigenous Environmental activism case study #1: DAPL 
 
Readings: 
 
Estes, Nick. Our history is the future: Standing Rock versus 
the Dakota Access Pipeline, and the long tradition of 
indigenous resistance. Verso, 2019. (Selected sections) 
 
 

6 1/19 

Indigenous environmental activism, case study #2: 
Indigenous Cultural Resource Management/Protection 
 
Readings: 
 
Carr, Tish, Laura S. Kenefic, and Darren J. Ranco. "Wabanaki 
Youth in Science (WaYS): A tribal mentoring and educational 
program integrating traditional ecological knowledge and 
western science." Journal of Forestry 115, no. 5 (2017): 480-
483. 
 
Carroll, Clint. "Native enclosures: Tribal national parks and 
the progressive politics of environmental stewardship in 
Indian Country." Geoforum 53 (2014): 31-40. 
 

7 1/20 
Indigenous environmental activism, case study #3: British 
Columbia—Clayoquot Sound, Unis’tot’en, and Fairy Creek 
 





The above schedule, policies, procedures, and assignments in this course are subject to change in the 
event of extenuating circumstances. 
 
NOTE:

https://www.uvic.ca/services/counselling/
http://www.uvic.ca/services/health/
https://www.uvic.ca/services/cal/
https://www.uvic.ca/services/indigenous/students/programming/elders/index.php

