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COURSE OUTLINE 

Urban Mobility 
        

 
Office Hours: Tuesday 12:30pm-1:30pm (open); Thursday 1-2pm (by appointment) 
Office Location: David Turpin Building. (DTB B204) 
Lecture: Thursdays, 9:00-11:50am, Clearihue Building, Room A118 
Contact: rays@uvic.ca

continue to this day. 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
Urban Mobility: Cities and Transportation (Geog 491) provides a unique applied learning experience for 
students to explore and creatively engage with a range of urban transportation issues in Canada and in 
the Victoria area specifically. Public transit, active transportation, road safety, bicycle planning and 
design and related urban mobility innovations will be addressed in the planning, policy and geographic 
of Victoria & the Capital Region, with comparative looks at cities around the world. The course will 
feature several guest presentations from local area city planners, professionals and community leaders. 
Special presentations and discussion groups as well as walk and bicycle tours will also take place during 
class or designated times.   
 
KEY THEMES: Cities in the 20

th & 21st century; urban transportation & development; transit planning and 
design; active transportation; walkable cities and urban design; bicycle planning and infrastructure 
 
 
REQUIRED TEXT(S) 
Jeff Speck – Walkable City Rules: 101 Steps to Making Better Places 
  
 
LEARNING OUTCOMES 
By the end of this course successful students will be able to clearly articulate and explain:  
1. The critical role of cities and their transportation networks in human history and civilization, and the 

more recent evolution of the 20th century modern city.  
2. Multiple perspectives on urban planning, multi-modal transportation and active transportation in the 

context of urban and built environments – and the benefits and challenges of retrofitting 
transportation systems 

3. The complexities of developing and implementing city planning initiatives and the challenges, 
barriers, politics, and strategies involved 

4. Rationale for & assessment/analysis of recent or ongoing active transportation investments in City of 
Victoria, District of Saanich, UVic and other jurisdictions 

GEOGRAPHY 491 - A01  
UNIVERSITY OF VICTORIA 

FALL TERM 2022 
DR. RAY STRAATSMA 



 

Page 2 of 5 

5. The extent to which active transport and related mobility investments support broader urban and 
regional sustainability efforts, e.g climate change, road safety 

6. 
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assignment issues or timing.   
 
POLICY ON ATTENDANCE 
Attendance is expected at all classes.  Please advise in advance if you cannot make a class. 
 
ACADEMIC INTEGRITY 
 

https://web.uvic.ca/calendar/undergrad/info/regulations/academic-integrity.html
https://web.uvic.ca/calendar/undergrad/info/regulations/academic-integrity.html
https://www.uvic.ca/learningandteaching/cac/index.php
https://www.uvic.ca/services/cal/
https://www.uvic.ca/sexualizedviolence/
mailto:svpcoordinator@uvic.ca
https://www.uvic.ca/sexualizedviolence/
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can be done on your laptop, tablet, or mobile device. I will remind you and provide you with more 
detailed information nearer the time but please be thinking about this important activity during the 
course. 
 
WEEKLY CALENDAR 
 

WEEK DATE  

1 September 08 First class – Introductions; Course Outline; Why Urban 
Transport Matters. 

2 Sept 15 Cities and Transportation 

3 Sept 22 Walk tour (details in course sked & to shared w class); 
Sept 24 last day for adding courses.   

4 Sept 29 *Bicycle tours – details to follow 
Sept 30 
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provide referrals and arrange appropriate accommodations uvic.ca/services/cal/. The sooner you let us 
know your needs the quicker we can assist you in achieving your learning goals in this course.   

Elders' Voices - The Office of Indigenous Academic and Community Engagement (IACE) has the privilege 
of assembling a group of Elders from local communities to guide students, staff, faculty and 
administration in Indigenous ways of knowing and being. 
uvic.ca/services/indigenous/students/programming/elders/index.php 
 


