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• Ability to understand, explain and evaluate geopolitical discourse. 
 
EVALUATION         
   
Participation    10% 
Midterm Exam   15% 
Group-Led Class Presentation   20% 
Policy Brief    25% 
Final Exam    30% 
 

 
PARTICIPATION 
Please see the rubric posted on BrightSpace.  
 
PRESENTATION 
Each student will have an opportunity to lead a class presentation within a group assigned by the 
instructor. By the second week of class, each student will be assigned into a group by the instructor to 
work on this assignment. Once I assign students into groups, I will contact each group and its members 
via email early in the semester to ensure everyone knows each other and has email contact for each 
group member. Each group will consist of 4-5 students (depending on the number of students registered 
in the course) and will be assigned a date to do a class presentation over the course of the semester. 
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POLICY BRIEF PAPER  
 
A policy brief is a succinctly written document about a particular issue. It consolidates research on the 
context, causes, stakeholders, and impact of a situation or problem. A policy brief is designed to help 
decision/policy makers by presenting policy options and recommendations.  
 
Readers are typically policy makers from fields such as education, environment, politics, public health, or 
social work. Those who read policy briefs are invested in the issue but may not have in-depth knowledge 
of the topic. They are interested in getting the writer's insights and recommendations that are based on 
current evidence.  
 
The brief will be a bit longer than a traditional policy brief and should be 8-10 pages, double spaced, 12 
pt. Times New Roman font, 2.54 cm margins with proper in-text citations. You should also include a 
separate reference page for external sources cited in the paper (APA style is required).   
 
Please draw upon books, journal articles, and online news articles to help you research your paper topic. 
In writing your brief, you may draw on and reference material covered in the course as well if they are 
relevant to your topic. Try to use a variety of sources to explain why you think the issue is an important 
geopolitical issue and/or why you think more attention needs to be drawn to the topic. Please do not 
use Wikipedia or similar as sources 
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D 1 50-59% 
Marginal Performance. A student receiving this grade 
demonstrated a superficial grasp of the subject matter. 

F 0 0-49% 
Unsatisfactory performance. Wrote final examination and 
completed course requirements; no supplemental. 
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3) I ask that all students work with me to create a welcoming environment that is respectful of 
all forms of diversity, including diversity in parenting status. 
 
4) In all cases where babies and children come to class, I ask that you sit close to the door so 
that if your little one needs special attention and is disrupting learning for other students, you 
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know your needs the quicker we can assist you in achieving your learning goals in this course.   

Elders' Voices - The Office of Indigenous Academic and Community Engagement (IACE) has the privilege 
of assembling a group of Elders from local communities to guide students, staff, faculty and 
administration in Indigenous ways of knowing and being. 
uvic.ca/services/indigenous/students/programming/elders/index.php 
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