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 Geography 314 
(crn 11794) 

      Global Environment 
Change and Human Response 

 
Fall Term 2022 

        Instructor: L. Kadonaga 
 

Territory Acknowledgment:  
We acknowledge and respect the ləkʷəŋən peoples on whose traditional territory the university 
stands and the Songhees, Esquimalt and WSÁNEĆ peoples whose historical relationships with 
the land continue to this day. 
 
Calendar Summary and Key Themes: 
Based on four components: global environmental change; sustainable development; biodiversity; 
and population impoverishment and environmental degradation. Lectures and discussion 
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Lectures will be held face-to-face, but we will also be having a few guest speakers, and 
depending on comfort level and location in the world, they might opt to have a Zoom talk rather 
than on campus. This will be announced well in advance so students don’t waste a long bus ride 
in. 
 
UVic’s Audio Visual services have promised that it will be possible to record lectures in the 
classroom and make them available for viewing on Brightspace outside of class hours. I haven’t 
used this yet in our assigned room so I don’t know how things will go – I may end up having to 
do a Zoom recording of a shorter recap of the material. In previous semesters I posted when I’d 
be making the online recordings, in case people wanted to tune in and ask questions, but this 
term I have another class to teach and it will just become too complicated – so if I do a recap I’ll 
upload it a day or two after the scheduled lecture. 
 
I likely will not be spending a lot of time in the department. This is why I have given out my cell 
number, and am also going to go to various waterfront sites around the city for outdoor meet-ups 
on Saturday afternoons.  
 
Course Structure:  
The lectures for this course are roughly divided into three sections – the human and biophysical 
conditions in coastal areas, some problems that have been noted (moving into an exploration of 
various kinds of hazards), and the possible futures for coastal environments given climate change 
and other pressures this century. The assignments have been designed to examine these themes. 
 
Evaluation:  
Because of the uncertainty about what will happen this fall with the covid variants, I’ve opted to 
design the course without sit-down exams. 
 

Assignment #1 (The Climate Change Cookbook): 10% of grade – Sept 20 
Assignment #2 (Course Topic Pitch): 10% of grade – Oct 4 
Assignment #3a (Circular Economy Product Assessment): 8% of grade – Oct 18 
Assignment #3b (Circular Economy Product Comparisons): 8% of grade – Oct 25 
Assignment #4 (Local Sea Level Rise Impacts): 14% of grade – Nov 1 
Assignment #5 (Climate Change in Fiction): 10% of grade – Nov 15 

   
  Set of Exploratory Mini-essays: 40% of grade – Dec 9 

TOTAL: 100% 
 

Note that assignments can be submitted to the electronic drop box up until one minute before 
midnight on the due date. (So if something is due on Sept 20, I will set the drop box for 11:59 
PM. If I set it for 12:00 AM on Sept 21, there have been several situations where people have 
assumed it’s due at noon on the 21st.) If you want to submit hardcopy assignments (this is 
allowed), there will be a physical drop box for our course outside the Geography department 
office in B-Wing of the David Turpin Building – but please note that you’ll have to time things 
accordingly because you might not be able to get into the building to reach it, late at night. 
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Policy on Late Work: 
If you know early in the term that your internet is shaky or you’ll have family commitments or 
you’re taking another course that’s going to make massive demands on your time, you’re going 
to have to plan accordingly. Everyone in the class will be allowed to extend the due dates on 
TWO assignments with no penalty, for a maximum of FIVE days each, no questions asked. 
It’s up to you to decide when you’re going to use your two extensions. Beyond that, if 
students hand in any more late assignments, they won’t be graded.  In an ongoing counseling 
situation or medical emergency, I’m willing to discuss strategies with caregivers and the 
university administration, but that’s an obvious exception, and there are official procedures for it.  
 
I have spoken with the Counseling staff and they agree that two extensions should cover the vast 
majority of circumstances. With time limited for both me and my marking assistant, it creates 
extra problems to have to chase people for missing work, grade earlier assignments at the end of 
the semester that should have been handed in already, or negotiate exceptions for everyone in 
order to be fair -- multiply that by 70 students, and you see how complicated that could get. 
 
Attendance Policy: See Covid Safety section above. 
 
PRELIMINARY SCHEDULE1 
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See the current University of Victoria Calendar for the Policy on Academic Integrity: 
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Students with diverse learning styles and needs are welcome in this course.  In particular, if you 
have a documented disability or health consideration that may require accommodations, please 
contact the Centre for Accessible Learning (CAL) as soon as possible (uvic.ca/services/cal/).  
The CAL staff is available by appointment to assess specific needs, provide referrals, and 
arrange appropriate accommodations.  
 
 
SEXUALIZED VIOLENCE PREVENTION AND RESPONSE AT UVIC 
 
UVic takes sexualized violence seriously, and has raised the bar for what is considered 
acceptable behaviour. We encourage students to learn more about how the university defines 
sexualized violence and its overall approach by visiting uvic.ca/svp. If you or someone you know 
has been impacted by sexualized violence and needs information, advice, and/or support please 
contact the sexualized violence resource office in Equity and Human Rights (EQHR). Whether 
or not you have been directly impacted, if you want to take part in the important prevention work 
taking place on campus, you can also reach out: 

Where: Sexualized violence resource office in EQHR; Sedgewick C119 
Phone: 250.721.8021 
Email: svpcoordinator@uvic.ca 
Web: uvic.ca/svp 

 
CAMPUS SERVICES 

Counselling Services can help you make the most of your university experience. They offer free 
professional, confidential, inclusive support to currently registered UVic students. 
 uvic.ca/services/counselling/  

University Health Services (UHS) provides a full service primary health clinic for students, and 




