GEOGRAPHY 306

UNIVERSITY OF VICTORIA
Dr. Jennifer Mateer
September 2022

GEOGRAPHY OF CANADA
A CRITICAL APPROACH TO UNDERSTANDING THE GEOGRAPHIES OF CANADA

Office Hours: Friday 10:30am ~ 12:00pm
Office Location: via Zoom (Link posted on BrightSpace)
Contact: jmateer@uvic.ca
Lecture: Cornett Building A121
TW - 2:30-3:50

We acknowledge and respect the lakwanan peoples on whose traditional and unceded territory the university
stands and the Songhees, Esquimalt and WSANEC peoples whose historical relationships with the land
continue to this day.

COURSE DESCRIPTION

In this course, we will examine the ‘Geography of Canada’ using critical theoretical perspectives. Rather than
learning about different ‘parts’ of Canada in a regionalist approach, we will explore Canada’s historical,
economic, cultural, and political geographies. A particular focus of the course will be the production of
Canada as a nation and the ways this has been achieved. Some themes that will be covered include place,
space,
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EVALUATION

Participation

Annotated Bibliography

Term Paper Proposal

Term Paper

Presentation: Canadian Geography in the News
Final Exam
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disability/health consideration that may require accommodations, please feel free to approach me and/or the
Centre for Accessible Learning (CAL, formerly
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childcare often put parents in the position of having to choose between missing class to stay home with a
child and leaving him or her with someone you or the child does not feel comfortable with. While this is
not meant to be a long-term childcare solution, occasionally bringing a child to class in order to cover
gaps in care is perfectly acceptable.

3) l ask that all students work with me to create a welcoming environment that is respectful of all forms
of diversity, including diversity in parenting status.

4) In all cases where babies and children come to class, | ask that you sit close to the door so that if your
little one needs special attention and is disrupting learning for other students, you may step outside until
their need has been met. Non-parents in the class, please reserve seats near the door for your parenting
classmates.

POLICY ON RECORDING LECTURES

According to the university's Intellectual Property Policy (GV0215), professors and instructors are the
authors of their original course materials, lecture notes, and lecture presentations. Accordingly, they own
the copyright in these materials. A lecture constitutes an instructor's intellectual property. A student
must get permission to record the lecture from their instructor. Any material for the course (e.g., lecture
notes, PowerPoints, syllabus, including a recording of a lecture) is made solely for the use of the student
registered in the course for research and private study only. These materials must not be posted online
or shared with other students without the instructor's permission. In some cases, a student with a
perceptual disability will be eligible for an academic accommodation to record a lecture. Please visit the
Centre for Accessible Learning (CAL) website for more information. You should be aware that there are
policies and legislation regarding academic accommodation. Should you have any questions, please
contact the Copyright Office

COURSE EXPERIENCE SURVEY (CES)

| value your feedback on this course. Towards the end of term, as in all other courses at UVic, you will
have the opportunity to complete an anonymous survey regarding your learning experience (CES). The
survey is vital to providing feedback to me regarding the course and my teaching, as well as to help
the department improve the overall program for students in the future. The survey is accessed via
MyPage and can be done on your laptop, tablet, or mobile device. | will remind you and provide you
with more detailed information nearer the time but please be thinking about this important activity
during the course.
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OUTCOMES & RESPONSIBILITIES

EXPECTED OUTCOMES
This course has five primary learning objectives:

e To develop a more sophisticated understanding and critical appreciation for Canada’s economic,
political, historical, social, and cultural geographies.

e To better recognize how national and regional identities are constructed, contested, reproduced,
and reworked.

e To enhance the understanding of key geographic concepts such as place and space, drawing on the
Canadian experience.
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ASSESSMENT & ASSIGNMENT DETAILS

- (10%) 2 ONGOING THROUGHOUT TERM
e This includes engaging in class by asking questions and offering answers and interpretations. This is
not an attendance grade, however,
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e Your essay will be evaluated based upon the following:
= Quality of content in terms of research skill demonstrated, analytical skills through critiques
and linkages to course content
= Good and logical structure and organization of the paper
< Correct grammar, spelling, and sentence structure
= Properin-text citations and references

e Your exam will consist of short answer questions and one essay question.

Assignment: For all assignments use 12 pt. Font, Times New Roman, 1-inch margins, number pages, and a list of
references. You do not need to include a title page, but DO include your name, my name, the course
number, and the date at the top of the first page.

Referencing: Students are required to follow the APA style guide posted on Brightspace.
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