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I want to acknowledge and respect the lək3̫ əŋən peoples on whose traditional territory the university 
stands and the Songhees, Esquimalt and WSÁNEĆ peoples whose historical relationships with the land 

continue to this day. 
 
Course Description: This course focuses on analysis for mapping and modelling, developing and using 
geographic data to answer spatial research questions, conducting basic statistics, spatial interpolations, 
and carrying-out multi-criteria modelling. 
 
Class Meetings:  Tuesdays and Wednesdays 1:30 to 2:20 pm 
Classroom:  
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At this time, classes and laboratory periods will be in-person on campus. Exams will be in-person as well. 
We will be following provincial health and safety guidelines and adaptions to course learning 
environments may change over the term.  
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1. Understand how GIS can be used to solve spatial problems (theoretically and practically) in 
Geography and other disciplines. 

2. Build a foundation in using GIS: to create summary statistics for geographic data, conduct terrain 
analysis, calculate a least cost path and interpolate data with open-source software (Q-GIS and 
R).  

3. Acquire a strong academic skills foundation - specifically research - to find the resources you 
need, to collect, analyze and interpret data, to present results effectively and communicate 
findings in a report format. 

4. Be able to critically evaluate the capabilities and limitations of GIS analysis. 
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There is no required textbook for this class, however online readings or other media links will be posted 
on Brightspace. These are required and will be included on the midterm and final exam.  
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Attendance is expected for lectures and lab assignment time. Recordings of lecture material or laboratory 
introductions will not be provided unless the University reinstates online learning. 

A high level of student cooperation and participation, involving asking and answering questions is expected. 
Students are also expected to punctual for course meetings.  

Students must complete all evaluation components to obtain credit. Failure to complete an any evaluation 
component without permission from the instructor, will result in an ‘N’ grade, which equals a Grade Point 
Value of 0. 

As an Instructor, I can refuse a student admission to a lecture, laboratory, learning activity or exam because 
of lateness, misconduct, inattention or failure to meet the responsibilities of the course. Students who 
neglect their academic work may be assigned a final grade of ‘N’ (which equals a Grade Point Value of 0) or 
debarred from final examinations. Please refer to the UVic academic calendar in the section on student 
academic conduct for further information.  

Late assignments and/or project work will be penalized 20% per day (including weekends). Exceptions will 
only be granted for medical or compassionate reasons. Please contact the instructor within five working 
days if possible. Only the course instructor can grant exceptions. 

Conflicts with work, holidays or travel plans are not considered an acceptable reason to apply for a deferred 
assignment or project extension. 

Unless otherwise stated students are expected to complete assignments independently. 
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It is every student’s responsibility to be aware of the university’s policies on academic integrity, including 
policies on cheating, plagiarism, unauthorized use of an editor, multiple submission, and aiding others to 
cheat. Policy on Academic Integrity: web.uvic.ca/calendar/undergrad/info/regulations/academic-
integrity.html  

Academic dishonesty (plagiarism, cheating) is a very serious matter in any academic institution and is 
dealt with severely at the University of Victoria. Instructors and academic units have the responsibility to 
ensure that standards of academic honesty are met. By doing so, the institution recognizes students for 
their hard work and assures them that other students do not have an unfair advantage through cheating 
on essays, exams, and projects. Plagiarism sometimes occurs due to a misunderstanding regarding the 
rules of academic integrity, but it is the responsibility of the student to know them. If you are unsure 
about the standards for citations, for referencing your sources, or unauthorized use of an editor, please 
familiarize yourself with the University policy on academic integrity found in the Undergraduate Calendar 
at the following website - https://www.uvic.ca/students/academics/academic-integrity/index.php#ipn-
policies-consequences. 

Please contact me if you have any questions. 
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Infractions will be dealt with in accordance with University policy. Commonly, the penalty for any form of 
cheating/plagiarism is a grade of F on the tests or laboratory assignments, or a final grade of F in the course. 
However, depending on the severity of the case other penalties may include a record on the student’s 
transcript or expulsion. 
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Students with diverse learning styles and needs are welcome in this course.  In particular, if you have a 
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DISCLAIMER 
 
The presented schedules, policies, procedures, and assignments in this course are subject to change in 
the event of extenuating circumstances. 
 


