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GEOG 211: Political and Economic Geography 

University of Victoria, Winter Term 2022 
Monday & Thursdays, 10:00 - 11:20am 

 
Room: Cornett A221    Email: neil.j.nunn@gmail.com 
Instructor: Neil Nunn     (basic questions only; please use 
Office: DTB B208     office hours for other inquiries) 
Office Hours: Monday & Thurs 11:30-12:30pm  
(or by appointment) 
 
Teaching Assistants:  
Mack Ross  (DTB 206, office hours TBD)  Email: mackross97@gmail.com 
Lab Sections: B02 (Wednesday 10:30-12:20, DTB B307) & B03 (Wednesday 2:30-4:20, DTB B307) 
Chris Fortney  (DTB B331, office hours TBD) Email: cfortney@uvic.ca 
Lab Sections: B01 (Wednesday 2:30, DTB B307) & B04 (Friday 12:30-2:20 DTB B307)  

  

Course Description: 
What are the dominant political and economic structures that shape the world today? How do these 
structures operate and with what effects? How to respond to the harms of political and economic 
structures in their wake? This course examines the co-constitutive relationship between political (power) 
and economic (production-consumption-exchange) geographies. We explore political and economic 
processes through a spatial and historic lens and consider how to address various pressing global and 
regional challenges. The year 1492, the beginning of early modernism, provides a point of departure to 
think about a global spread of dominant economic and political systems, ideologies, and material 
processes that shape the world. The subdisciplines of cultural, physical, environmental, historical, and (of 
course) political and economic geography, provide a lens to consider how political and economic 
processes operate within such topics as: pipeline politics; colonial reconciliation; environmental justice 
(e.g. climate change, collapsing salmon population, mass mine-waste disasters); slavery and mass 
incarceration in the US; and the production, consumption, and disavowal of nonhuman animal lives. The 
central objective of this class is for you to develop a firm grasp of key concepts and frameworks, but more 
importantly, to think about these political and economic processes relationally, that is, always embedded 
within an expansive web of relationships.  

Course Objectives: 
My aims as a course instructor are to help you develop the skills to  
 

• think relationally about how political and economic systems shape collective life 
• apply aspects of political and economic geography to your lives outside the classroom  
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• carefully examine and critique the political and economic aspects of the world around you, while 
learning to mobilize critique in practical and meaningful ways 

• e
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Course Schedule 

Date  Weekly topic and reading Lab Activity 

Week 1  
Jan 10 & 
13 

Course introductions 
 

No Lab 

Week 2  
Jan 17 & 
20 

 
Exploring political and economic geographies  
 

https://newbooksnetwork.com/benjamin-madley-an-american-genocide-theunited-states-and-the-california-indian-catastrophe-1846-1873-yale-up-2016/
https://newbooksnetwork.com/benjamin-madley-an-american-genocide-theunited-states-and-the-california-indian-catastrophe-1846-1873-yale-up-2016/
https://newbooksnetwork.com/benjamin-madley-an-american-genocide-theunited-states-and-the-california-indian-catastrophe-1846-1873-yale-up-2016/


https://www.timescolonist.com/opinion/op-ed/island-voices-b-c-hydro-s-jordan-river-crisis-1.23658355
https://www.timescolonist.com/opinion/op-ed/island-voices-b-c-hydro-s-jordan-river-crisis-1.23658355
https://www.cbc.ca/radio/frontburner/the-uninhabitable-earth-a-grim-portrait-of-the-future-of-climate-change-1.5171572
https://www.cbc.ca/radio/frontburner/the-uninhabitable-earth-a-grim-portrait-of-the-future-of-climate-change-1.5171572
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/07/14/podcasts/the-daily/heat-wave-climate-change-pacific-northwest.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/07/14/podcasts/the-daily/heat-wave-climate-change-pacific-northwest.html
https://www.npr.org/sections/money/2018/03/09/592393083/episode-829-rigging-the-economy


http://themainlander.com/2013/07/25/city-of-perpetual-displacement-100-years-sincethe-destruction-of-the-kitsilano-reserve/
http://themainlander.com/2013/07/25/city-of-perpetual-displacement-100-years-sincethe-destruction-of-the-kitsilano-reserve/
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a topic(s) of your choice that is reflective of an interconnection between political and economic 
process in the context of North America. It is important that the political and economic 
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this exam it is important that you keep up with, keep an organized database of, and fully engage 
with lecture, labs, and readings. 
 
Marking rubric for each of the written assignments
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ACADEMIC INTEGRITY: 
It is every student’s responsibility to be aware of the university’s policies on academic integrity, 
including policies on cheating, plagiarism, unauthorized use of an editor, multiple submission, and aiding 
others to cheat.  
Policy on Academic Integrity: web.uvic.ca/calendar2019-09/undergrad/info/regulations/academic-
integrity.html  
If you have any questions or doubts, talk to me, your course instructor. For more information, see 
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are not alone. 
Counselling Services - Counselling Services can help you make the most of your university 
experience. They offer free professional, confidential, inclusive support to currently registered UVic 
students.  uvic.ca/services/counselling/  
Health Services - University Health Services (UHS) provides a 
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California. University of California Press. 
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