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Lectures: Monday and Wednesday, 4:30 pm – 5:50 pm; Elliott 061 
 
Labs:   No labs or tutorials  
 
Website: Course materials and notices are found on the Geography 252 site on Brightspace, 

UVic’s learning management system.  Please check regularly for updates. 
 
 
Required texts:  
There is no required textbook for this course, but there will be assigned readings from online 
sources like government reports, academic journals and other periodicals, and media coverage. 
Videos and podcasts will also be incorporated. Please let me know if you are in another country 
and having trouble accessing the material; and also, if you are in a different time zone and the 
posted office hours are not working for you.  
 
Covid Safety:  
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For now, the course will be a hybrid of activities that are synchronous (real-time) and 
asynchronous (flexible based on your schedule). The pandemic is not yet over, and it’s perfectly 
reasonable for people to be concerned about exposure to virus variants. Wherever possible, I’ve 
incorporated alternative options into the course. I will not be requiring attendance in the lectures, 
and I have dropped exams and group projects from the course, because having large or small 
groups together indoors could be problematic.  
 
I will be wearing a mask, as required by the current provincial rules for indoor spaces. Lectures 
will be held face-to-face, but we likely will not be going for the full 80 minutes scheduled. 
(Leaving a bit early will allow us to depart the building in between other classes.) We will also 
be having a few guest speakers, and depending on comfort level and location in the world, they 
might opt to have a Zoom talk rather than on campus. This will be announced well in advance so 
students don’t waste a long bus ride in. 
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and last are mandatory (everyone will do them), but the other 5 can be chosen from a Selected 
list of 8. You can do more of them, and if you do, we’ll pick the five with the highest marks. 
 

Assignment #1: counts for 10% of grade 
Assignment #10: counts for 15% of grade 
 
Any ! of Selected assignments #2-#9: @ 15%, counts for 75% 

 
"#"$%&'())*'
 

The assignment info will be made available, and students can decide when they want to start 
working on them – they can be submitted any time before their posted due dates. All the posted 
due dates are on Fridays (midnight). If you want to submit hardcopy assignments (this is 
allowed), there will be a drop box for our course outside the Geography department office in B-
Wing of the David Turpin Building – but please note that you’ll have to time things accordingly 
because you might not be able to get into the building to reach it, late at night. 
 
Late Policy: 
Everyone in the class will be allowed to extend the due dates on TWO assignments with no 
penalty, until midnight on Sunday evening, no questions asked. It’s up to you to decide 
when you’re going to use your two extensions. 8'-2).$%&0%4$"#$,%(.')%,$&0).$")$0)-$;2+'$30%'$
0,,"9);')%,4$%&'-$12)6%$<'$9+0.'.=  If you know early in the term that your internet is shaky or 
you’ll have family commitments or you’re taking another course that’s going to make massive 
demands on your time, you’re going to have to plan accordingly. 
 
I have spoken with the Counselling staff and they agree that allowing two freebies is reasonable. 
With time limited for both me and my marking assistant, it creates extra problems to have to go 
back and mark assignments at the end of the semester that should have been handed in already --  
multiply that by what could be 70 students, and you see how complicated that could get. 
 
Likewise – if it’s late November and people haven’t done any of the assignments, I’m not going 
to contact them and remind them. This is the most wired society in history, and people should be 
able to set some kind of alarm – or write it on a Post-It or something – I have enough trouble 
managing my own schedule without having to take on anyone else’s! 
 
Attendance Policy: See Covid Safety section above. 
 
 
PRELIMINARY SCHEDULE1 
 

Date:  Lecture: Readings: (see Brightspace) Assignment: 
Sept 8 Coastal culture 

 
 (italic = everyone 

does this) 

 
1 Subject to change 
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Sept 13 
Sept 15 
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Important announcement about Fall 2021 term. UVic has revised the academic calendar to 
accommodate the new statutory holiday on Sep 30 (National Day for Truth and Reconciliation), 
so the term will now end on Monday Dec 6, rather than on Friday Dec 3. However, there will 
NOT be a Geog 252 class on Dec 6, because the added day will be following the Thursday 
schedule to accommodate the Thursday classes that were missed on Sep 30. So I will be having 
Zoom office hours, 1-4 pm, on Dec 6. But no lecture that day. If you have another class in the 
11:30-12:30 timeslot, note that there will be a cancellation for the National Day of Remembrance 
and Action on Violence Against Women. 
 
 
DISCLAIMER 
 
The above schedule, policies, procedures, and assignments in this course are subject to change in 
the event of extenuating circumstances. 
 
 
DEPARTMENT POLICY ON GRADE EXPECTATIONS 
 
The performance expectations for a given letter grade should be consistent with the level of the  
course (100, 200, 300, 400). The higher the course level, the more should be expected when 
assigning a letter grade.  
 
First class letter grades (A-, A, A+) are assigned for performance above expectations, i.e., 
demonstrating a thorough understanding of most, or all, aspects of course material.  
 
Letter grades of B-, B, and B+ are assigned for performance that is about as expected, 

i.e.,demonstrating a good understanding of the key, but not all, aspects of the 
course material.  

 
A passing grade of D, C, or C+ is assigned for performance that is marginally acceptable.  
 
A failing grade is assigned for unacceptable performance. Performance is unacceptable if the 

student does not display an understanding of at least the essentials of the course 
material. It is expected that the rate of course failure will be higher in lower level 
courses than in higher level courses.  

 
The expected average grade for courses in the Geography Department will typically be in the 

range of B- to B+, depending upon course level.  It is expected that not more than 
25% of students will receive a grade in the range of A- to A+. 

 
 
The grading scale (which percentages equal which letter grade) 
A+ A A- B+ B B- C+ C D F 
90-
100% 

85-
89% 

80-
84% 

77-
79% 

73-
76% 

70-
72% 

65-
69% 

60-
64% 

50-
59% 

49% or 
Less 
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* An ‘N’ grade is given when a student has missed one or more components of a course and does 
not reach a passing grade. Failure to submit a lab assignment or complete an exam 
(midterms, final) without permission from the instructor will result in an ‘N’ grade. 
 
 
ACADEMIC HONESTY 
 
It is every student’s responsibility to be aware of the university’s policies on academic integrity, 
including policies on cheating, plagiarism, unauthorized use of an editor, multiple 
submission, and aiding others to cheat. Learning how to do academic research and writing can 
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Undergraduate Grading 

Passing 
Grades 

Grade Point 
Value Description 

A+ 
A 
A- 

9 
8 
7 

Exceptional, outstanding and excellent performance. 
Normally achieved by a minority of students. These grades 
indicate a student who is self-initiating, exceeds expectation 
and has an insightful grasp of the subject matter. 

B+ 
B 
B- 

6 
5 
4 

Very good, good and 
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INC N/A 
Incomplete. Used only for those credit courses designated by 
the Senate, to be replaced with a final grade by June 1. Such 
courses are identified in the course listings. 

DEF N/A 
Deferred status granted. Used only when deferred status has 
been granted because of illness, an accident or family 
affliction. See Deferred Status. 

UNK N/A Unknown. Used when grade is unknown. 

INP N/A 

In Progress. Used only for courses designated by the Senate, 
to be replaced with a final grade by the end of the next 
Winter Session. If the student does not reregister, then the 
final grade will be N. Such courses are identified in the 
course listings. 

CIC N/A Co-op Interrupted Course. See Co-op Regulations (14). 

CTN N/A 

The CTN designation will appear on student transcripts at 
mid-point through the course or at the end of the first 
academic term (Sept-Dec). On completion of the course, the 
CTN designation will remain on the transcript for the first 
term and a final grade will be noted for the second academic 
term (Jan-April). 

Grade   Note 

AEG N/A 

Aegrotat
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sexualized violence and its overall approach by visiting uvic.ca/svp. If you or someone you know 
has been impacted by sexualized violence and needs information, advice, and/or support please 
contact the sexualized violence resource office in Equity and Human Rights (EQHR). Whether 
or not you have been directly impacted, if you want to take part in the important prevention work 
taking place on campus, you can also reach out: 




