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COURSE OUTLINE 
SUSTAINABLE CITIES 
 

 
Office Hours: On Zoom by appointment. 

https://onlineacademiccommunity.uvic.ca/LearnAnywhere/
https://www.sjsu.edu/workanywhere/docs/FAQ_%20How%20to%20Improve%20your%20Zoom%20Connection_.pdf
/Users/maleeaacker/Library/Containers/com.apple.mail/Data/Library/Mail%20Downloads/4B873A17-FEF5-4DFB-9B5A-9ACB31200263/bright.uvic.ca
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as MS Word (Office 365) and will be required to submit some assignments in .doc or .pdf 
formats. Microsoft Word 365 is available free for UVic students. 

¶ The online format can seem strange and awkward at first, but I will do everything possible to 
make this a comfortable and effective learning environment. Keep in mind that we are 
all new to this format and we all need to be forgiving, open-minded and adaptable. We’re in 
this together. 

¶ Ensure you have a distraction-free space at home (or elsewhere) for the online classes. 

¶ To help build community, you are strongly encouraged to turn your video on during 
sessions. I understand there are circumstances in which you may be unable to do so. 
Remember when joining with video, your classmates will be able to see your background… 

so hide embarrassing things or use an automatic background generator.  

¶ The “live” portion of the course will involve lectures, break-out group sharing, class 
discussion, and time for questions and answers. Please listen carefully to directions given at 
the beginning of class around asking questions and effective dialogue through this format. 
When you are not actively contributing, please ensure you “mute” yourself to reduce 
ambient noise. 

¶ Students less keen on sharing live will be able to participate through the Brightspace forum. 
Both in live class discussions and in the online forum, please be respectful, constructive, and 
professional in all your online interactions. Let’s support one another in this learning 
journey. 

COMMUNICATION & CONTACTS 

/systems/support/computerssoftware/microsoft365/index.php
https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/204674889-Zoom-Rooms-Customized-Background
http://bright.uvic.ca/
mailto:tdawson@uvic.ca
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LEARNING OUTCOMES 

1. This course presents an opportunity to learn about urban sustainability, but equally 
importantly an opportunity to develop certain skills and cultivate good habits. Specifically, as 
a disciplined and focused student, you will leave this course...  

1. ...with the ability to ask – and the tools to answer – more qualified, capacious, and 
conditional questions about the socio-ecological state of the (urban) planet and 
promising pathways towards and insidious barriers in the way of creating ecologically 
responsible, livable, resilient and socially just cities  

2. ...with a deeper understanding of the web of interconnections associated with urban 
development including the intimate connections between your own life and 
processes of (un)sustainability.  

3. ... with specific knowledge about pressing urban challenges such as responding to 
resilience challenges posed by our (in)actions on climate change & the Covid-19 
pandemic, transportation sustainability, green building and urban agriculture  

4. ... with creative mapping, research and communication skills developed through the 
mapping assignment and sustainability project  

5. ...motivated to take action in your own community to bring about positive change 
along with ideas, inspiring stories, knowledge of good practices and connections to 
help inform such action  

6. ... better habits in terms of discipline, focus, intentionality, consistency, organization, 
confidence, courage, conscientiousness, empathy, and dedication.  

COURSE COMPONENTS 
You will be evaluated on the following required elements:  
 

February 11  

“Media Scan & Your Life on Lockdown” Map – you will: a) complete a 
media scan to help you think about current issues in urbanism and, b) create a 
perceptual map detailing your world in the time of coronavirus based on this 
exercise led by CityLab.   

15%  

April 8  
(proposal 
due Feb 25)  

Sustainable Cities Project & Festival – in groups, you will undertake a 
written and creative project that furthers the pathways to sustainability, and 
present it in the final class. (5% of this mark will be for the project proposal) 

30%  

Ongoing  
Participation – involving positive contribution to class learning environment, 
online forums and within your group. 

15%  

April 8 - 
April 12 

Final Exam – a cumulative take-home final comprised of short and long 
essays, which will be based on the readings, guest speakers and lectures. 

40% 

 
The course is designed to achieve the learning goals and outcomes stated above. All aspects of the 
course may be assessed on exams. The requirements for each component will be further discussed in 
class. 

Class Meetings and Participation—We will meet together almost once a week (Thursdays 2:30 
PM-5:20 PM). Some weeks will have self-
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Your participation grade—will reflect your willingness to engage in both your own questions 
and reflections in class, as well as those of your colleagues. It will also reflect your active 
engagement in, and contributions to the discussion forums on Brightspace, and your 
work with your team for the final project. Each team member must contribute 
significantly in their own way to the successful project outcome and must communicate 
effectively at all times with team members just as you would in any active community.  

Exams—There will be a take home final exam in this course. The purpose of this is to check 
your understanding of the readings on sustainability, class lectures and discussions, guest 
speakers and your own research. 

Sustainable Cities Project—You will be part of a small team of class colleagues, comprising 
members with diverse skills, backgrounds and experiences. Together you will focus on one 
project that contributes to a pathway toward sustainability. There will be individual as well as 
team components to the grade for this project. 

Community celebration—The course will end with a presentation of your team’s project 
outcomes. Everyone will attend and participate, and we will invite other interested parties to 
join us. 

 
GRADING SYSTEM 

As per the Academic Calendar: 

Grade Grade point 
value 

Grade scale Description 

A+ 
A 
A- 

9 
8 
7 

90-100% 
85-89% 
80-84% 

Exceptional, outstanding and excellent performance. 
Normally achieved by a minority of students. These grades 
indicate a student who is self-initiating, exceeds 
expectation and has an insightful grasp of the subject 
matter. 

B+ 
B 
B- 

6 
5 
4 

77-79% 
73-76% 
70-72% 

Very good, good and solid performance. Normally 
achieved by the largest number of students. These grades 
indicate a good grasp of the subject matter or excellent 
grasp in one area balanced with satisfactory grasp in the 
other area. 

C+ 
C 

3 
2 

65-69% 
60-64% 

Satisfactory, or minimally satisfactory. These grades 
indicate a satisfactory performance and knowledge of the 
subject matter. 

D 1 50-59% 
Marginal Performance. A student receiving this grade 
demonstrated a superficial grasp of the subject matter. 

F 0 0-49% 
Unsatisfactory performance. Wrote final examination and 
completed course requirements; no supplemental. 

N 0 0-49% 
Did not write examination or complete course 
requirements by the end of term or session; no 
supplemental. 

 
-



/socialsciences/geography/
mailto:geogadvising@uvic.ca
https://web.uvic.ca/calendar2019-09/undergrad/info/regulations/academic-integrity.html
https://web.uvic.ca/calendar2019-09/undergrad/info/regulations/academic-integrity.html
/learningandteaching/cac/index.php
/sexualizedviolence/
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Phone: 250.721.8021 
Email: svpcoordinator@uvic.ca 
Web: uvic.ca/s

mailto:svpcoordinator@uvic.ca
/sexualizedviolence/
/services/counselling/
http://www.uvic.ca/services/health/
/services/cal/
/services/indigenous/students/programming/elders/index.php
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