
 

 
 
  
 

COURSE OUTLINE 

ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT 
        

 
In grateful acknowledgement of the L�©k�w�­�©���©n & W�”���������*  peoples upon whose territories we are able to live and learn.  
 

Course Description  

What is this course about?  

This course investigates our attempts to predict, evaluate, and mitigate the adverse impacts of major 
development projects in this time of great socio-ecological upheaval. The course draws upon many 
disciplines, including geography, ecology, law, political science, and Indigenous studies to interrogate 
environmental decision-making, unpack the complex political/cultural context within which it takes place, 
and explore how the practice works and could be improved. Instructor-led discussions of theory and 
engaging case studies - past and present - are supplemented by guest speaker presentations with a wide 
range of perspectives and self-



https://onlineacademiccommunity.uvinity.uvinity.uvinity.uvinity.uvinity.uvttal0 0]/H/I/Rect[467.553 85.0366 491.462 96.7603]/StructPararnAnywha6opc82/W 0>>/Border[0 0 0]/H/I/Rect[312.426pe/Bo3BorURI07 /tPaH0nR/S/4.125/K 4.206 246.022k/Type/Annot>><6/S/URI/URI(https://onlineacademiccommunity.vinbrightnity.uvin/H/I/Rec 180ble>><20 R/S/P>><</A 5tructPararnAnywha6o5082/W 0>>/Border[0 0 0]/H/I/Rect[312.426pe/Bo3BorURI07 /273.046272/Su9 4015.867.741.6k/Type/Annot>><5/S/URI/URI(https://onlineacademiccommunity.uvinbrightnity.uvind2l/le/news/6606/54/view)7 0 R/S/T1152>><</K 471 0P 50 RMCID 0 5tructParps://MCTD>><<MCID 0 5tructParps://MCTD>><<MCID 0 5tructParps://MCTD>0 R/S/P>><</A 541 0 R/BS<<6 0 R 52arnAnywhK 30366 491.462 96.7603]/StructPararH2D>><</K[0366 491.462 96.7603]/StructPararnAnywhK<5/366 491.462 96.7603]/StructPararH2D>><</K60366 491.462 96.7603]/StructPararnAnywhK<70366 491.462 96.7603]/StructPararnAnywhK<80366 491.462 96.7603]/StructPararnAnywhK<15/366 491.462 96.7603]/StructPararH2D>><</[52 52471 0P 5296524 0 R366 491.462 96.7603]/StructPararnAnywhK<170366 491.CA2 96557603]/StructPararSpanAnywhK<190366 491.CA2 96557603]/StructPararSpanAnywhK<21/366 491.462 96.7603]/StructPararH2D>><</K22R366 491.462 96.7603]/StructPararnAnywhK<230366 491.462 96.7603]/StructPararH2D>><</K2[0366 491.462 96.7603]/StructPararnAnywhK<25/366 491.462 96.7603]/StructPararH2D>><</K260366 491.462 96.7603]/StructPararnAnywhK<27 R/S/P>><</A 541 0 R/BS<</S/S/TypH2D>><</K31 R/S/P>><</A 541 0 R/BS<</S/S/Type/Bord/K 40366 491.462 965452 0 R/<<6 0 R 52arSpanAnywhA575 32/W 0>>/Border[0 0 0]/H/I/Rect[312.426pe/Bo3BorURI07 /151.9R/P71.8 503 07.3/Pl83.14 5k/Type/Annot>><3/S/URI/URI(https://onlineacademiccommunity.uvinbrightnity.uvin)7 0 R/S/ 180D>><</K2 R366 491.462 96.7603]/Str6 0 R 52arnAnywhA578 42/W 0>>/Border[0 0 0]/H/I/Rect[312.426pe/Bo3BorURI07 /t99/St 1154.12R/S/6Sub99 22.02nk/Type/Annot>><2/S/URI/URI(https://onlineacademiccommunity.uvinity.uvinity.uvinity.uvinity.uvinity.uvttal0 0]/H/I/Rect 1153R/Pg 1 0 R/S/P>><462 96577603]/Str6 0 R 52arLBodyAnywhK<5737 0 R 53785 0 R/SLI R]/P 527R>><</K7ble>><<80Box[62.8605 454.6LAnywhK<5446 0 R/P3785 0 R/SLI R]/P 584 4 0 R/P3785 0 R/SLI R]/P 53[0366 491.462 965481 0 R/tr6 0 R 52arLBodyAnywhK<2[0366 491.462 9627R>><<R/tr6 0 R 52arLBodyAnywhA587 42/W 0>>/Border[0 0 0]/H/I/Rect[312.426pe/Bo3BorURI07 /249.674 592.671K314.95 3854.u9 k/Type/Annot>><1/S/URI/URI(https://onlineacademiccommunmailto:camo@ity.uvi)AnywhA561R>><<RK 0 5593 4><<R/tr6 0 R 52arFigu 0]T()AnywhK<1R366 491.462 96.7603]/Str6 0 R 52arnAnywhK[60 R/Pg 20 R/S/P>><</A 541 0 R/BS<<6 0 R 52arnAnywhK 30366 491.</A 541 0 R/BS<<6 0 R 52arnAnywhK 40366 491.</A 541 0 R/BS<<6 0 R 52arnAnywhK[ 588 44 0 R366 491.</A 541 0 R/BS<<6 0 R 52arnAnywhK 6R366 491.</A 541 0 R/BS<<6 0 R 52arnAnywhK 7R366 491.</A 541 0 R/BS<<6 0 R 52arnAnywhK 8R366 491.</A 541 0 R/BS<<6 0 R 52arnAnywhK 9R366 491.</A 541 0 R/BS<<6 0 R 52arnAnywhK 100366 491.</A 541 0 R/BS<<6 0 R 52arnAnywhK[12 0 R/1 0P  5937.553 85 R366 491.</A 541 0 R/BS<<6 0 R 52arnAnywhK 12R366 491.462 96 R/P 0 R/<<6 0 R 52arSpanAn
https://www.vitalsource.com/en-ca/products/introduction-to-environmental-impact-assessment-bram-f-noble-v9780199028917


Additional required readings (journal articles, book chapters, actual assessment documents and other sources) 
will be available online (through Brightspace). Reading effectively is absolutely essential for success in this 
course. Along with lecture material, assigned readings will be tested through quizzes and on the final. Be 
mindful that simply reading without engaging with the material is useless as material has no chance of moving 



 
  





Weekly calendar* 

What will we be learning about each week?  

 
Week Date/Topic Readings / Homework  

Overview & Philosophy 
Week 1 Jan 11 – Course Overview + welcome  

 
 

Jan 14 – Environmental Assessment: who? what? where? when? 
why? how?   

Ch 1 & 2 (p 1-25)  

Week 2 
 

Jan 18 –Environmental Assessment: who? what? where? when?  
why? how?   

Ch 1 & 2 (p 1-25) + Beattie (1995) 
“Everything You Already Know 
About EIA (But Don’t Often Admit)”  

Jan 21 –[no live class] Environmental Assessment in Canada: key 
case studies in the evolution of the process 

Ch 2 (p 25-36) + case studies  

Week 3 Jan 25 – Environmental Assessment in Canada



 



What should I know about self-care this term?  

A note to remind you to take 
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