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GEOG 309: Geography of British Columbia 

University of Victoria, Fall 2020 

Monday and Thursdays, 2:30-3:50pm ONLINE 

!
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‘Office Hours’: Thursdays 4-5pm, following lecture. Office hours will be in the same Zoom lecture room following 
Thursday’s class. If you want to chat with me, stay after class and I will create breakout rooms for individual meetings. I 
will also be available to meet via Skype, Facetime, or phone by appointment; please send me an email to arrange to 
meet*!

Course Description: 
What is BC? What does BC do? How does BC work? How has the formation and maintenance of the province historically 
functioned to constrain and disrupt social and ecological systems?  Guided by these questions, this course examines the context 
surrounding the creation and maintenance of this relatively new province. In this class we use the year 1858—the year the 
colony was established



• Develop verbal communication, concise writing, careful/care-filled reading, and critical thinking skills that will contribute to 
efforts outside the classroom  

• Engage diversity of voices, perspectives, and worldviews to come to a richer understanding of British Columbia  
• Carefully examine and critique the world around you, while learning to mobilize critique in practical and meaningful ways  
• Gain perspective on the changes you would like to see in the province and how you can contribute to these changes 
• Learn to engage in difficult discussions carefully, openly, and with respect in order to maximize the potential to learn from 

the experiences of your classmates 
 

67)!8&$22!"(9%40(#)(3'!The class space is produced collectively. Given this, it is your responsibility to:!

(1) read the specified materials for a particular day and to come to class ready to ask questions and foster conversations about 
those readings and the related lecture content. 

(2) participate in creating an enjoyable, open, and safe environment for conversation. The material covered in this course might 
be unsettling and upsetting. A large part of this course will be to confront and work through discomfort together through open 
conversation. If you are ever uncomfortable in class for any reason please feel free to come and speak with me after class, during 
office hours, or by email. It is important that we create a classroom space that is challenging, but safe. 

67)!:)$;%(.2' There is no textbook assigned for this class. Given this is an upper year course, I would like us to explore and 
push back against standardized understandings of British Columbia that are offered through available textbooks. The reading list 
is drawn from academic journal articles, book chapters, and web-based material. You can access journal articles through the 
Library’s E-journals search option. Online materials can be accessed with URLs below. Book chapters will be uploaded to Bright 
Space. If you are unable to access any source, please e-mail me. Please be prepared to have read all the readings for the week 
before you engage with the Asynchronous lecture/activity that is posted. 

 
Course Schedule: 
Readings will be folded into lectures. Lectures will include additional cases and details. We will be discussing the readings in class 
and also film and Youtube clips, podcasts, and other media. The lecture slides will not be posted online and are available only 
upon request. 

"!#!$%&'()*+'+,%!-.(/,*.0!$'!1%&'()*+'+,%!23--!4.!1!-.(/,*.!+*!1(/353/&!/)1/!&+,!(1'!(+67-./.!1'&/36.!/)*+,8)+,/!/).!2..90!
:).%.!23--!8.'.*1--&!*.7-1(.!;+'<1&=%!-.(/,*.0!:).!-.(/,*.>1(/353/&!23--!4.!7+%/.<!+'!?*38)/%71(.!4&!;+'<1&!1/!@ABC0!D-.1%.!4.!
%,*.!/+!(+67-./.!/).!1%&'()*+'+,%!-.(/,*.>1(/353/&!1'<!/).!2..9%!*.1<3'8%!7*3+*!/+!:),*%<1&=%!-.(/,*.0 !

Date  ! Weekly topic and reading ! !

E..9!F!!



!

E..9!B!!

G.7/0!@F!J!!
@I!!
!

The Gold Rush and Settler Colonialism in BC 
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