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GEOGRAPHY 332 
UNIVERSITY OF VICTORIA 

Fall TERM 2020 
Professor Jutta Gutberlet

 
  

COURSE OUTLINE 
Urban Development in the Global South  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Email: gutber@uvic.ca 
Lectures:        Online Thurs 11:30AM to 12:50PM 
Office Hours: by appointment 
Attendance requirements: Online classes (via Zoom) are mandatory. Students will participate in case 
study presentations, regular Q&A sessions and discussion forums.

Course Description 

This course examines fundamental characteristics of urban organization and development in the 

global South. We will analyze the central phenomena of urbanization and the outcomes as well as 

deriving challenges of urban development in these regions. The students will acquire knowledge on 

key social, economic, cultural and environmental urban planning, policy and community development 

issues. We will discuss several development paradigms and characteristics of everyday experiences in 

cities in the global South. Some characteristics might be similar to what we experience in the global 

North, others are fundamentally different. We will follow a problem-
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economic democracy in action: Participatory budgeting in Porto Alegre, 1989−2004. 
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readership (practitioners or policy makers). The brief should include text and visuals (e.g. 
graphics, tables, maps, photos). Alternatively, the student can also produce a 3 minutes video for 
their policy brief, engaging in the same research questions and content. A list of references with 
at least 5 academic peer reviewed articles used for your research should be attached (APA 
referencing style). The policy brief will be presented during the Thursday classes, complementing 
the lecture topic. A template with the expected content and format will be provided. You will 
have 3 to 5 minutes to present the main idea during the Thursday class. The assignment should 
not exceed 1,000 words or a 3-minute video clip. 
 
II. Discussion Forum on Weekly Readings (20%) 
 
As a way of engaging with the course material, students will post one question related to the 
required weekly readings and post answers to two questions from other students, starting in 
week 2 through to week 12.  The questions need to be relevant and focus on the readings of the 
current week. Your posts should be correct in spelling and grammar. Posting deadline is always 
the Wednesday at 6PM (PDT). For example, the first Q&A session should be posted in week 2, on 
Wednesday, September 15th until 6PM, with a focus on the required readings listed under Week 
2. Students should participate in all 10 posts throughout the course, to receive the full mark 
(20%). Each post is worth 2% You will only be able to see the questions and answers from other 
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Active participation with direct interventions during online sessions (by signalling that you want 
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done on your laptop, tablet, or mobile device. I will remind you and provide you with more detailed 
information nearer the time but please be thinking about this important ac


