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Department of Geography 

Personal Space: Exploring Geographies of Gender, Sexuality and Identity 

Geography 491, Spring 2020 

Course Syllabus 
 

Instructor Professor Teresa Dawson, tdawson@uvic.ca, David Turpin Building (DTB) B316  

         

Class time  Tuesdays: 2:30 AM ï 5:20 PM COR B129 

           

Office Hours        Mon & Thurs 11:00 PM ï 12:30 PM; and by appointment. All in my office (DTB B316) 
  
Communications:  

 Course information, tips, reminders, and all notices: There is a CourseSpaces site for this course called 

202001 GEOG 491 A03 (23817)ðplease go here first and please visit often. This is where I will put 

anything I think might help you.  Please check your preferred email address is correct so you do not 

miss anything.  

 Emailing me: tdawson@uvic.ca. Please put <Geog 491: your name: brief subject> in the heading. 

This allows me to sort at the end of each day to check for emails and respond.  

 Making an appointment: I truly welcome you to come and discuss your geography ideas and questions 

at times other than office hours. However, I am often in meetings or teaching other courses, so I donôt 

want to miss you. Please email tdawson@uvic.ca minimally by 5:00pm the night before to make an 

appointment 
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Within the field, feminist geographers and geographies have contributed enormously to our knowledge and 

understanding of social constructions of gender, sexuality and identity since at least the 1970s. However, there 

are several other approaches that are also important including post-structural, anarchist and post-modern 

theorists. More recently they have been joined by scholars contributing LGBTQ2+ insights and critiques, as 

well as those informed by discussions of masculinities. Together these scholars have produced a rich and 

diverse field of vibrant and dynamic inquiry, as well as suggesting ways to grapple with how to apply our 

greater understanding to practical and relevant action in our lived experience of the workplace, the home, 

schools, recreational facilities, and other personal activity spaces.  

 

-
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http://www.ingentaconnect.com.ezproxy.library.uvic.ca/content/routledg/cgpc/2016/00000023/00000006
http://www.ingentaconnect.com.ezproxy.library.uvic.ca/content/routledg/cgpc/2016/00000023/00000006
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should be chosen from Gender, Place and Culture (accessed via the library) OR from another journal 

relevant to your interests (please check with me first if choosing something from another journal). When 

selecting a reading (or other resource), please treat others as you would wish to be treated yourself. 

Personally, I prefer a few short pages packed with interest, and whose concepts are accessible to me, over 

a high volume of pages packed with jargon that I am asked to skim through. Note: I promise there is no 

competition for the longest or hardest reading! Please also be conscious of triggering. We all have areas of 

extreme sensitivity. If you choose a reading that has very challenging content, in whatever way, please 

take a moment to warn the class ahead of time, so everyone is prepared and can make their own informed 

choices and decisions around personal safety.  

Activity space journaling—Choose one activity space you will be in at least once per week (home, school, 

workplace, gym, volunteer site, etc.) and commit to reflecting (free writing) on the application of 

concepts learned from class to that space for 15-20 minutes in your journal after each class. What 

application might concepts from class have in your activity space? What connections does thinking about 

these concepts help you make as you navigate your daily life? Does your learning change your behaviour 

or your experience in any way? Sometimes you might make profound connections; other times not. Donôt 

worry, just keep writing and I anticipate you will be surprised at what emerges.  

Advocacy/Application Project—Explore the importance 
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 You must take both exams (midterm and final) and submit all assignments to pass the course. 

 

Rules regarding late assignments: 



http://www.uvic.ca/services/advising/
/learningandteaching/cac/
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/services/indigenous/students/programming/elders/index.php
/socialsciences/geography/
/socialsciences/geography/
/socialsciences/geography/undergraduate/advising/index.php
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/science/math-statistics/current-students/undergraduate/msac/index.php
/sexualizedviolence/
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