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• Your paper should show two things: what you know or learned about a certain topic, 
and what other people know about the same topic. Often you make a judgment, or 
just explain complex ideas.   
  

• Your paper will requires extensive evidence to support a focused thesis. Key to writing 
your research paper is gathering information from sources that comprehensively 
address an appropriately focused topic (e.g., Tourism is a threat to Antarctica’s 
pristine wilderness), and synthesizing the information to present a strong argument 
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specific question or thesis statement. Read your notes carefully. Look for 

ways of categorizing or grouping points together, according to overarching 

concepts. Use these categories 




