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Textbooks: 

Carrega, Pierre (ed.). 2010. Geographical Information and Climatology. Wiley Press.  

This is a translation of a text that has been popular in France. The translation is a little 
weak in places, rendering the flow a little stilted in spots. However I felt the exploration 
of the direct integration between applied climatology and the use of GIS tools to be very 
motivating and the book covers a lot of interesting ground that will be of benefit for you 
to have exposure to. 
Other readings from the textbook by Aguado and Burt that cover some of the physical 
process gaps in Carrega will be assigned and provided by me.  
 
Please read the material from the text and case studies. Lecture material will generally 
follow the readings. All readings are testable.  
Computer use: In the laboratories, we will be doing exercises using the computer. You 
should be familiar with basic computer skills such as file maintenance, printing and word 
processing.  

Laboratories: The labs are an essential part of the course and attendance is required. There 
will be reports due: see below for detailed schedule. All lab reports must be neatly typed and 
figures must be cleanly and correctly presented. The labs will give you practice in using standard 
software (Excel) for the analysis of climatic data and in making observations to build and 
support ideas about how things work. You will also be learning a GIS package called SAGA. I 
strongly urge you to spend time at the beginning of term working through their tutorials to gain 
proficiency with this package. Preparing synthesis reports is a major skill needed in today's job 
market. Analysis and presentation of data is a necessary skill in all fields. 
Coursespaces: This course is hosted on the UVic CourseSpaces system.  
http://coursespaces.uvic.ca/ I will post various course-related materials or news items here from 
time to time; make sure you keep a regular eye on the site. Readings will be posted here.  
Evaluation: The course grade will be based on the following: 

  Date (or date due) Weight Subject 

1 Test 1 Listed below  15 % First section (processes) 
2 Test 2 Listed below  15 % Second section (information) 

3 Final Exam Will be posted 30 % Third section (applications) 
ALL LABS COVERED 

4 Labs   Detailed breakdown to 
follow 40 % Varied 

 
Tests and Exam:  

http://coursespaces.uvic.ca/


 

 

 
Tentative course outline 

This is our objective but timings and topics may change as we see how rapidly we progress. 

Wk Date Lecture Subject Exam Lab Module 

1 
T Jan 7 Course intro and structure ï concept map presentation  No lab 
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Undergraduate Grading** 

Passing Grades Description 

A+  
A 
A- 

Exceptional, outstanding and excellent performance.  Normally achieved 
by a minority of students.  These grades indicate a student who is self-
initiating, exceeds expectation and has an insightful grasp of the subject 
matter. 

B+ 
B 
B- 

Very good, good and solid performance.  Normally achieved by the largest 
number of students.  These grades indicate a good grasp of the subject 
matter or excellent grasp in one area balanced with satisfactory grasp in the 
other area. 

C+ 
C 

Satisfactory, or minimally satisfactory.  These grades indicate a 
satisfactory performance and knowledge of the subject matter. 

D+ 
D 

Marginal Performance.  A student receiving this grade demonstrated a 
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