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We acknowledge with respect the Lkwungen peoples on whose traditional territory 
the University of Victoria stands, and the Songhees, Esquimalt and WSANEC peoples 

whose historical relationships with the land continue to this day. 

Learning Outcomes 

 Have a fair understanding of characteristics and processes of urban organization and 
development in the global South, in different geographic and historic contexts. 

 Acknowledge differences and similarities in urbanization processes and outcomes. 
 Acquired knowledge on current social, economic, cultural, political and environmental issues 

in cities in the global South and some of the ways these challenges are addressed. 
 Apply critical thinking skills to the analysis of urban problems in both worlds. 
 Get a better understanding of everyday experiences in some cities in the global South. 
 Examine and interpret current urban development through geographical analysis.  
 Enhance reporting and writing skills, improve debating and presentation skills. 

Course Content 

Week Dates LECTURE TOPICS 

1 06.01.  
09.01. 

Introduction to development theories.  
Pre-colonial, colonial and post-colonial urban development and urban 
growth 

2 13.01. 
16.01. 

Critical urbanization theories and urban political ecology (UPE) framework 
Guest lecture (TBA) 

3 20.01. 
23.01. 

Urban inequalities and gendered cities 
 

4 27.01. 
30.01. 

The informal city and informal sector contribution to urban development  

5 03.02. 
06.02. 

Urban governance and public participation: Grassroots social innovations 



http://ezproxy.library.uvic.ca/login?url=http://www.UVIC.eblib.com/EBLWeb/patron/?target=patron&extendedid=P_1659163_0
http://ezproxy.library.uvic.ca/login?url=http://www.UVIC.eblib.com/EBLWeb/patron/?target=patron&extendedid=P_1659163_0
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COURSE REQUIREMENTS AND EVALUATION 
 
I. Short digital POLICY BRIEF on one key topic in urban development (15%) 
 
Students will prepare a two-page brochure as a policy brief on a key issue in urban 
development based on the weekly lecture topics. While scholarly in content, the brochure 
should reach a non-academic readership (e.g. practitioners or policy makers) as well. 
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GRADING SYSTEM as per the Academic Calendar

/socialsciences/geography/
mailto:geogadvising@uvic.ca
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