
  

 
 
  
 

COURSE OUTLINE 
ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT 

        
 
LECTURES:  
Mondays & Thursdays, 10:00-11:20, in room COR A229  
 
Office Hours: Thursdays, 15:00-17:00 
Office Location: DTB B210 
Contact: camo@uvic.ca  
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
This course investigates our attempts to predict and mitigate the adverse impacts of major development 
projects in this time of great socio-ecological upheaval. The focus is primarily on formal environmental 
impact assessment, especially the BC provincial and Canadian federal processes, but we will explore other 
forms of assessment in other contexts. Indeed, we will commence the course grappling with the notion of 
assessment (measurement and evaluation) itself. The intention of the course is not to train students in 
technical assessment techniques, although we will introduce these. Rather, the course draws upon many 
disciplines, including geography, ecology, law, and Indigenous studies to interrogate environmental decision-
making, unpack the complex political/cultural context within which it 



 
EVALUATION         
You will be evaluated on the following required elements: 
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GEOGRAPHY DEPARTMENT INFO 

• Geography Department website: uvic.ca/socialsciences/geography/ 
• Undergraduate Advising: geogadvising@uvic.ca  

 
COURSESPACES 
You will access the CourseSpaces site to access readings and also for important announcements, instructor 
notes, your grades, and additional information. If you are not familiar with CourseSpaces please come see me.  
 
EXPECTATIONS OF STUDENT BEHAVIOUR 
UVic Geography prides itself on being one of the top programs in the country. You are expected to take 
seriously your time as a scholar in our program. Do your part to ensure an engaging classroom. Be punctual, 
respectful, compassionate, and attentive. 
 
POLICY ON LATE ASSIGNMENTS 
Assignments will be accepted up to 3 days late with a 5% penalty per day applied.  
 
ACADEMIC INTEGRITY 
It is every student’s responsibility to be aware of the university’s policies on academic integrity, including 
policies on cheating, plagiarism, unauthorized use of an editor, multiple submission, and aiding 
others to cheat.  
 
If you have any questions or doubts, talk to me, your course instructor. For more information, see: 
uvic.ca/learningandteaching/cac/index.php. 
 
ACCESSIBILITY 
Students with diverse learning styles and needs are welcome in this course.  In particular, if you have a 
documented disability or health consideration that may require accommodations, please feel free to approach 
me and/or the Centre for Accessible Learning (CAL) as soon as possible.  The CAL staff is available by 
appointment to assess specific needs, provide referrals, and arrange appropriate accommodations. The sooner 
you let us know your needs, the quicker we can assist you in achieving your learning goals in this course. 
 
POSITIVITY AND SAFETY 
The University of Victoria is committed to promoting, providing and protecting a positive and safe learning 
and working environment for all its members.  
 
COURSE EXPERIENCE SURVEY (CES) 
I value your feedback on this course. Towards the end of term, as in all other courses at UVic, you will have 
the opportunity to complete an anonymous survey regarding your learning experience (CES). The survey is 
vital to providing feedback to me regarding the course and my teaching, as well as to help the department 
improve the overall program for students in the future. The survey is accessed via MyPage and can be done 
on your laptop, tablet, or mobile device. I will remind you and provide you with more detailed information 
nearer the time but please be thinking about this important activity during the course. 
 
SEXUALIZED VIOLENCE PREVENTION AND RESPONSE AT UVIC 
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NOTES ON SELF-CARE: 


