Department of Geography

Space, Place and Society: An Introduction to Human Geography
Geography 101B, Sections B01-B06, Spring 2020

Course Syllabus
Instructor Professor Teresa Dawson, tdawson@uvic.ca, David Turpin Building (DTB) B316

Lab Assistants  Kinga Menu (Senior Laboratory Instructor) kmenu@uvic.ca; Maleea Acker
Imacker@uvic.ca and Joe Minor joetminorl7@gmail.com
Carmen Lee (UVic Senior Inclusion Facilitator) carmen@steps-forward.org

Class time Mondays and Thursdays 1:00—2:20 PM David Turpin Building (DTB) A110
Lab times/locations: Labs are all in DTB B331; please check the Calendar to determine lab times

Office Hours Mondays and Thursdays 11:00 PM — 12:30 PM in DTB B316 and by appointment

Communications:
Course information, tips, reminders, lab outlines, FAQs, all notices: There is a CourseSpaces site
for this course called 202001 GEOG 101B A01 (21614)—please go here first and please visit
often. This is where | will put anything I think might help you. Please check your preferred
email address is correct so you do not miss anything.
Emailing me:tdawson@uvic.ca. Please put <Geogl01b: your name: brief subject> in the heading.
This allows me to sort at the end of each day to check for emails and not miss anything.
Making an appointment: | welcome you to come and discuss your geography ideas and questions at
times other than office hours. However, | am often in meetings or teaching other courses, so | don’t
want to miss you. Please email tdawson@uvic.ca minimally before 5:00pm the night before to
make an appointment for the next day (more time is appreciated). Please also make sure you
cancel the appointment if you are not coming to allow someone else to benefit from the slot.

Description

Human geographers have a special way of looking at the world. We are curious as to how “where” things
happen influences the “how” and “why” of them happening. We explore the relationship between humans
and our environment at different scales (from the personal to the global). We search for knowledge and
understanding that allows us to advocate for a better, more just society and we argue respectfully about
what that means! We ask challenging questions. Why do some people have more and some less? What do
healthy societies look like? How do you “read” an urban landscape to understand what is occurring in it?
What role can each of us play in making a better world?

My goal during this course is to convince you of the value of human geography in understanding the world

around you. | hope that by the end you will be able to “think like a geographer” and “see geography all
around you” by knowing the kinds of questions human geographe
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LEARNING GOALS AND OUTCOMES
Know why human geography is important and how human geographers can make a difference. This
means being able to explain to others why the relationships between “space,” “place” and “society”
really matter to people and being able to give real world examples to support your points.
Build a strong knowledge foundation on which you can rely for success in future geography courses
or wherever your related interests may take you. This means learning about some of the most
important ideas, techniques, concepts and questions in human geography and knowing when and
how to use them appropriately. It also means developing an appreciation of the breadth and depth of
interests that human geographers have.
Learn to critically assess the validity of geographical data or images that are presented to you in the
public arena. This means knowing enough about mapping and data representation skills to know
what questions to ask to determine when the “facts” might not be the “facts.”
Begin to develop your own sense of global citizenship that works for you (note: a lifelong process).
Acquire a strong academic skills foundation on which you can rely for any future goals you may
have. This means learning: excellent communications skills (in writing for different audiences,
speaking/ presenting, advocating, listening, and working collaboratively in teams); strong research
skills (to find the resources you need, to analyse data and to present it effectively); and how to ask
really good questions, as well as to determine what evidence you need to answer them
Get into the habit of being curious about things and challenging yourself to take learning risks.
Love geography just a bit more at the end than you did at the beginning.

Building Community

We have a challenge in this course. There are a lot of us! However, to succeed collectively we have to build
an academic community. This means sharing with each other and being prepared to reach out to, talk to,
and help, people we do not know in order to create “connections in a crowd.” This is much harder with a
large number of people but | also know it is essential to everyone’s success so | hope you will help me do
it. Please bring your ideas to class...and share them. Please check in on your neighbour. Please speak up
when it matters.

How to Prepare for Class

Before each class:
Go to the CourseSpaces site for this course 202001 GEOG 101B A01 (21614). Download the
“lecture outline” for the next class and read it over. Make a note of the learning goals to see what
you will be looking to learn in the next lecture and make a note of any additional learning goals or
questions you have personally.
Look up in the textbook any concepts or terms you don’t recognise or are unsure of in the outline.
Read the pages | have assigned you from the textbook and/or other
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REQUIRED COURSE READINGS:

Fouberg, Erin, H. et al, 2015. Human Geography: People, Place and Culture: Second Canadian Edition.
Mississauga, ON: John Wiley & Sons Canada, Ltd. This text is available at the bookstore. There
should be three options: e-text, shrink wrapped for binder, and hardback. E-text is cheapest.
Important note: Itis vy
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Lab 1. Concept map
Lab 2. Field trip

Lab 3. Research support
Labs 4. 5. & 6 Planning the Neighbourhood Project
Labs 7. & 8. Debate mentoring and practice
Labs 9. & 10. Debates

Lab 11. Geography concepts in practice: analysis
Participation

N P

TOTAL Lab



GENERAL LECTURE AND LAB SCHEDULE (detailed outlines will be provided each week)

Week of | Concepts and Ideas Text and other Readings | Lab activity
that start this week. (F = Fouberg textbook
2015 ed.;F2 = 2012 ed.)
Jan 6 The questions human

Week 1  geographers ask ... and
the maps we use to find
our answers
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failure)

Copy of the team presentation.

Individual rough field notes from each expert.
NOTE: You will be assessed both in terms of an
individual and a team grade for this project.

March 2 | Economic Geography: F Chapter 11 For Labs 7-10 your team will use everything you have

Week 9 | perspectives on models | F Chapter 13 learned in the course to debate a major global issue of
of development current interest.

Lab 7: Introduction to genre of debating as it
pertains to global issues
Newspaper Assignment #2 is due at the start of lab.
March 9 | Globalisation F Chapter 2 Lab 8: Mock training debates using current issues in
Week10 F Chapter 12 human geography
Survey your closet for class Due for lab: you must have completed the assigned
activity (bring info to class) short readings ahead of time this week in order to be
successful in your quick-fire debates in lab.

Mar 16 | Human environment F Chapter 6 Lab 9: Debates (Motion #I)

Week 11 | relations: Challenges F Chapter 9 Choose a global debate topic. Select ONE of the two
and approaches to a Motion options provided and decide on a position (for or
better world against). Those who chose Motion 1 will debate this

week. Those doing Motion 2 must attend (as audience)
and provide feedback.
Due for lab: Paper for Motion 1 (debaters ONLY)

Mar 23 Geographies of health, Collect food journal data Lab 10: ion

Week 12 well-being and for class activity (bring)

sustainability
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Providing feedback via the Course Experience Survey (CES)

I value your feedback on this course. At the end of term, you will have the opportunity to complete an anonymous
survey regarding your learning experience in this course (CES). The survey is vital to providing feedback to me
regarding the course and my teaching, as well as to help the Department of Geography improve the overall program
for students in the future. The survey is accessed via ces.uvic.ca and can be done on your laptop, tablet, or mobile
device. | will remind you and provide you with more detailed information nearer the time, and it will be one of our
in-class activities, but please be thinking about this important activity during the course.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES TO SUPPORT YOUR SUCCESS

The University of Victoria is committed to promoting, providing and protecting a positive and safe learning and
working environment for all its members. Remember to take care of yourself. Do your best to maintain a healthy
lifestyle
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program. If you have any questions or would like any help at all regarding our class’ involvement in the program this
term please contact Carmen Lee (UVic Senior Inclusion Facilitator) carmen@steps-forward.org, who is kindly
supporting the course this term.
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