
 

 

 
 
 

COURSE	OUTLINE	
Mountain	Meteorology	Field	School	

	 			 				
	

	
	
This	course	has	been	designed	to	provide	students	with	an	immersive	opportunity	to	understand	the	
physical	processes	of	meteorological	phenomena	in	mountain	environments.	Measuring	and	monitoring	
of	snowpack,	extreme	weather,	and	climate	in	coastal	mountain	ranges	will	be	prominent	course	
themes,	along	with	challenges	associated	with	alpine	tourism	operations	due	to	weather	and	climate	
extremes	and	hazards. Field	Course	dates:	Feb	18th		to	Feb	24th,	2019	–	Mount	Washington,	BC.		
	 	 	
INSTRUCTOR	INFORMATION	
	
Dr.	Shannon	Fargey,	Department	of	Geography,	DTB	B308,	fargey@uvic.ca	or	250-721-7342.		
When	emailing	me	please	include	‘Mountain	-	your	name	-	brief	subject’	in	the	subject	line,	this	helps	
me	sort	through	emails	and	makes	it	easier	to	respond	to	your	message.		
	
Profile:	I	am	an	Assistant	Teaching	Professor	in	the	Geography	Department.	My	role	in	the	Department	
is	primarily	on	program	delivery,	supporting	student	learning	and	discovery	in	Physical	Geography	and	
Geomatics.	I	am	passionate	about	hydrometeorological	topics	and	field	based	learning,	but	I	would	like	
to	point	out	that	my	favourite	topic	in	the	world	is	mountain	meteorology,	so	you	are	in	luck!	To	learn	
more	about	me,	please	visit	my	website	shannonfargey.com	and	follow	me	on	Twitter	@fargetmenot	
	
KEY	LEARNING	OBJECTIVES	
	
At	the	conclusion	of	the	course,	you	should	be	able	to:	
• Understand	and	explain	principal	mountain	meteorological	processes	such	as	circulation	and	

precipitation	at	variety	of	spatial	scales;	
• Use	common	types	meteorological	and	snow	surveying	instrumentation	to	accomplish	research	

objectives;	
• Use	primary	and	secondary	data	products	to	analyze	meteorological	phenomena	and	terrain	



 

	
REQUIRED	TEXT	
	
Students	 will	 have	 access	 to	 reference	 textbooks	 and	 paper	 for	 background	 information	 at	 the	 field	
station	as	well	as	online.	The	majority	of	readings	will	be	available	for	download	on	CourseSpaces	prior	
to	the	field	portion	of	the	course.	In	addition,	a	usb	drive	will	course	learning	resources	will	be	available	
at	the	field	station.	
	
EVALUATION	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	
[1]	Discovery	in	Mountain	Meteorology	(individua



 

COURSE	COMMUNICATION	
	
During	 the	 field	 course	we	will	have	an	open	 line	of	 communication.	All	handouts,	 learning	 resources	
and	relevant	information	available	on	a	USB	drive	and	Field	School	main	computer.	Further	information	
will	be	communicated	directly	during	our	course	meetings.		Feel	free	to	knock	on	my	door	anytime	if	you	



 

PLAGIARISM	
	
Academic	dishonesty	(plagiarism,	cheating)	is	a	very	serious	matter	in	any	academic	institution	and	is	
dealt	with	severely	at	the	University	of	Victoria.	The	responsibility	of	the	institution:	Instructors	and	
academic	units	have	the	responsibility	to	ensure	that	standards	of	academic	honesty	are	met.	By	doing	
so,	the	institution	recognizes	students	for	their	hard	work	and	assures	them	that	other	students	do	not	



 



 

COURSE	INFORMATION	AND	ANTICIPATED	SCHEDULE	
	
We	will	be	having	a	mandatory	pre-departure	day	in	the	classroom	to	cover	a	few	learning	topics	in	


