
Course	Outline	–	Spring	Term	2019	

GEOG	332:	Urban	Development	in	the	Global	South	
Professor	Dr.	Jutta	Gutberlet	

Photo:	Buenos	Aires	center	 Photo:	Urbanization	in	the	Amazon	region	(Tocantins)	

Office:	 SS&M	B312	

Phone:	 	 472	4537		

E-mail:		 	 gutber@uvic.ca	

Lectures:				 Mon.	&	Thurs.	2:30	3:50AM	

Location:	 MAC	MacLaurin	-	Room	D283	

Office	Hours:		 Mon.	&	Thurs.	1:30	to	2:30	PM

Course	Description	
This	course	examines	fundamental	characteristics	of	urban	organization	and	development	in	the	
global	South.	We	will	analyze	the	central	phenomena	of	urbanization	and	the	outcomes	as	well	as	
deriving	challenges	of	urban	development	in	this	region.	The	students	will	acquire	knowledge	on	
key	social,	economic,	cultural	and	environmental	urban	issues.	We	will	discuss	several	
development	paradigms	and	characteristics	of	everyday	experiences	of	the	people	living	in	cities	
in	the	global	South.	Some	characteristics	might	be	similar	to	what	we	experience	in	the	global	
North,	others	are	fundamentally	different.	The	course	follows	a	‘problem	based’	and	‘solution	
oriented’	approach,	with	lectures	introducing	theoretical	and	applied	content.	We	begin	with	
unpacking	different	concepts	on	development	and	urbanization	and	will	then	work	on	specific	
challenges	megacities,	towns	of	different	sizes	and	peri
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Learning	Outcomes	

• Have	a	fair	understanding	of	characteristics	and	processes	of	urban	organization	and	
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Course	Readings	

Course	Text:	Parnell,	S.	&	Oldfield,	S.	(Eds.)	(2014)	The	Routledge	Handbook	on	Cities	of	the	
Global	South.	Abingdon	and	New	York:	Routledge	(downloadable	from	UVic	library)	

	

Week	
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6	 Provision	of	public	infrastructure	and	services	
-	Jones,	H.;	Clench,	B.	&	Harris,	D.	(2014)	The	governance	of	urban	service	delivery	
in	developing	countries	Literature	review.	ODI	Report.	
Housing	and	the	right	to	the	City	
-	Boonyabancha,	S.	(2009).	Land	for	housing	the	poor	--	by	the	poor:	experiences	
from	the	Baan	Mankong	nationwide	slum	upgrading	programme	in	Thailand.	
Environment	and	Urbanization,	21(2),	309-329.	

7	 	
READING	BREAK	

8	 Urban	mobility	in	the	global	South		
-	
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COURSE	REQUIREMENTS	AND	EVALUATION	

I.	Short	digital	POLICY	BRIEF	on	one	key	topic	in	urban	development	(20%)	
	
Students	will	prepare	a	two-page	policy	brief	on	a	key	issue	in	urban	development	based	on	
the	lecture	topics	provided	above.	While	scholarly	in	content,	the	brochure	should	be	
prepared	in	a	style	that	will	reach	a	non-academic	readership	(e.g.	the	wider	community,	
policy	makers,	etc.).	The	format	to	follow	will	be	provided	in	class.	In	addition,	you	need	to	
hand	in	the	list	of	references	used	to	produce	the	Policy	Brief.	You	have	to	hand	in	your	
product	electronically	one	day	before	your	presentation/discussion.	Further	
information	will	be	provided	in	class.	
	
II.	Presentation/discussion	of	your	POLICY	BRIEF	(10%)	
	
You	will	have	5	to	10-minutes	(depending	on	class	size)	to	present	the	information	
highlighted	in	the	brochure.		
	
III.	Research	paper	(40%)	
	
This	paper	assignment	will	assess	your	ability	to	do	research	outside	of	class	and	tie	your	
analysis	back	to	key	themes	covered	during	this	section.	Students	will	prepare	a	research	
paper	(maximum	2500	words)	focused	on	a	topic	provided	in	class.	The	paper	should	include	
a	bibliography	with	at	least	8	peer-reviewed	academic	journal	references	(APA	referencing	
style).	A	short	1	page	research	proposal	is	due	in	Week	6	(February	14th),	outlining	the	
proposed	topic	and	research	question	and	describing	the	relevance	of	the	topic.	This	research	
outline	should	address	the	key	focus	of	the	paper	and	why	this	topic	is	relevant	to	cities	in	
the	global	South?	Further	describe	How	you	are	going	to	address	it?	I	will	provide	
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GRADING	SYSTEM	a
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you	know	has	been	impacted	by	sexualized	violence	and	needs	information,	advice,	and/or	
support	please	contact	the	sexualized	violence	resource	office	in	Equity	and	Human	Rights	
(EQHR).	Whether	or	not	you	have	been	directly	impacted,	if	you	want	to	take	part	in	the	
important	prevention	work	taking	place	on	campus,	you	can	also	reach	out:		

Where:	Sexualized	violence	resource	office	in	EQHR,	Sedgewick	C119		

Phone:	250.721.8021	-	Email:	svpcoordinator@uvic.ca	-	


