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LEARNING OUTCOMES:

e A more sophisticated understanding of the physical, historical/cultural,
and political geographies of the Polar Regions and the social and
environmental challenges faced there.

e Enhanced comprehension of Canada’s unique position within the myriad
of issues facing the Polar Regions (rapid environmental change, critical
knowledge gaps, and unresolved boundary disputes) and awareness of
how high latitude issues are treated by residents residing at lower
latitudes.

e Enhanced critical thinking skills, i.e. the ability to: make important
linkages and connections; recognize and evaluate multiple perspectives
and the values and assumptions underlying each (including your own);
define questions and problems, evaluate evidence and arguments, and
arrive at defensible positions on issues.

COURSE TEXTS (OPTIONAL):

Antarctica: Global Science from a Frozen Continent, ed. David W.H. Walton.
Published by Cambridge University Press. © Cambridge University Press 2013.

READINGS (MANDATORY):

Essential readings in the form of scientific and policy reports, journal articles,
and book chapters will be posted on the course CourseSpaces site
(http://CourseSpaces.uvic.ca) or made available through the course reserve
in the main library.

COURSESPACES:

Access CourseSpaces (http://CourseSpaces.uvic.ca) for announcements,
instructor notes, your grades, and additional information (e.g. discussion
topics).

LECTURE PRESENTATIONS:


http://coursespaces.uvic.ca/
http://coursespaces.uvic.ca/

Lecture presentations can be downloaded from CourseSpaces. In most cases
the presentation slides will be made available in advance of the lectures.

GRADING SCHEME

Exercises (2 at 20% each) 40%
Term Exams (2 at 20% and 1 at 15%) 55%
5%

Participation

There is no final exam in this course.

LATE ASSIGNMENT POLICY

Penalty for assignments handed in late is 20% per day. Exceptions will only
be granted for medical reasons (requiring a written report from a medical
practitioner stating your inability to attend class) or extreme personal crises.

GRADING SYSTEM






learning, teaching, research and service. Any action that contravenes this



WEEKLY CALENDAR (SUBJECT TO CHANGE)

WEEK | paTES LECTURES

1 04 SEP — 07 SEP COURSE INTRODUCTION.

2 11 SEP — 14 SEP POLAR REGIONS IN THE MEDIA.

3 18 SEP — 21 SEP GUEST LECTURES. TOPICS TO BE ANNOUNCED.
4 25 SEP — 28 SEP PHYSICAL GEOGRAPHY.

5 02 OCT — 05 OCT | BIOTA. TERM EXAM 1 (5 OCT)

6 09 OCT — 12 OCT GLOBAL CLIMATE AND POLAR REGIONS.

7 16 OCT — 19 OCT | POLAR CLIMATE CHANGE. EXERCISE 1 DUE (19 OCT).
8 23 OCT — 26 OCT POLAR CLIMATE CHANGE.

9 30 OCT — 02 NOV POLAR CLIMATE CHANGE.

10 06 NOV — 09 NOV SECURITY AND SOVEREIGNTY. TERM EXAM




