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SPACE & POWER 
 

Thursdays 14:30 p.m. - 17:20 p.m.   CLE A308 
 

 
A CRITICAL APPROACH TO POLITICAL GEOGRAPHIES 

 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 

 
This course focuses on the two-way relationship between space and power. It investigates how political 
violence, genocide, colonialism, neoliberalism and war. The course culminates with the themes of resistance 
and emancipation, which will allow students to consider alternative configurations of space and power in 
keeping with the paper’s critical approach. 
 
As a fourth-year seminar, our approach to political geographies will be largely theoretical, where you are 
required to think critically about the concepts we explore though your engagement with the readings and 
during our meetings. This course is run as a seminar, which means that it requires your active participation and is 
thus necessarily reading-intensive. In addition to readin g materials, occasional films will be shown during class 
time. 
 
 
KEYWORDS: discourse; identity; colonialism; power; resistance; sovereignty; space 

 
 

 
REQUIRED TEXTS 
 
There is no required textbook for this course. A ll readings are available through UVic libraries. 
  
 
EVALUATION         
   
Attendance & Class Participation   10% 
Short Written Responses to the Weekly Readings    35% 
Seminar Facilitation    25% 
Think Piece     30% 
 

 
PREREQUISITE: One of GEOG 332, 347B, 344 or 386.  
 
 
OFFICE HOURS    Monday 13:30 p.m. – 14:30 p.m. or by appointment 
& LOCATION   David Turpin B310 
   Telephone: 250-721-7340  
   Email: springer@uvic.ca  
 

GEOGRAPHY 404  
UNIVERSITY OF VICTORIA 

FIRST TERM 2017/2018 
SIMON SPRINGER 
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GEOGRAPHY DEPARTMENT INFO 
 

 Geography Department website: http://geography.uvic.ca 
 Undergraduate Advisor: Dr. Phil Wakefield - pmw@uvic.ca 
 Graduate Advisor: Dennis Jelinski - jelinski@office.geog.uvic.ca 

 
 
COURSESPACES 
I will post the course syllabus, outlines of slide pres entations, and any additional relevant materials on the 
course’s COURSESPACES website. 
 
 
 
POLICY ON LATE ASSIGNMENTS 
 

 Assignments submitted ON TIME will receive my full attention & useful feedback. 
 
 Please speak with me well in advance if you anticipate a delay in submitting your work, particularly 

when dealing with illness or family conflicts. 
 
 5% per day penalty for late assignments including weekend days. For example, 5% will be deducted 

from the assignment (due in class) if the assignment is submitted later in the day. If the assignment is 
submitted the next day, 10% will be deducted from the assigned grade, and so forth.  

 
 Assignments submitted more than one week late will NOT be graded. 
 
 You may submit assignments electronically to meet a deadline but a hard copy MUST 
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OUTCOMES & RESPONSIBILITIES 
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ASSESSMENT & ASSIGNMENT DETAILS 
 
 
 
ATTENDENCE & CLASS PARTICIPATION - (10%) – ONGOING THROUGHOUT TERM 
 

 This includes engaging in discussion, asking questi ons, offering answers, and active listening, where 
none is prioritized over the others. If you regularly attend classes, show up to class prepared, and 
remain committed to and engaged with the course materials throughout the term, this is an easy 10% 
to achieve! 
 

 
 
SHORT WRITTEN RESPONSES TO THE READINGS (7 WEEKS) - (5% EACH X 7 RESPONSES = 35%) – DUE THROUGHOUT 
TERM – IN CLASS 
 
LENGTH:  1 PAGE (approximately 250 words) 
 

 One thoughtful question, comment, and/or criticism on each reading assigned for the weekly class 
meetings for the weeks 2 through 12. You are responsible to hand in 7 responses, which means that 
some weeks out of our meetings you get a free pass and are not required to hand in an assignment. 
It’s up to you to choose what weeks you don’t wa nt to hand in an assignment, but you are still 
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 Throughout the course you are encouraged to thin k critically about the theoretical and empirical 

relevance of the issues we will explore, as this will prepare you for the final think piece. The think piece 
will consist of two essay questions. In the first qu
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WEEKLY CALENDAR 
(Subject to revision as the course proceeds) 

 
WEEK DATE SEMINAR TOPICS 

1 

 
 
SEP 7 
 

 
Course Introduction & Critical Pedagogy  
 

 
2 SEP 14 Space, Power, & Political Geographies 

3 SEP 21 
 
NO CLASS  

 

4 
 
SEP 28 
 

 
Hegemony, Territoriality, & the Spaces of Empire 

 

5 OCT 5 
 
Sovereignty & the State of Exception 

 

6 OCT 12 
 
Nationalism 

 

7 OCT 19 
 
Identity, Difference, & Genocide  
 

8 OCT 26 
 
Citizenship, Migration, & Cosmopolitanism  
 

9 NOV 2  
 
Imaginative Geographies, Othering & Orientalism  

 

10 NOV 9  
 
Postcolonialism & The Colonial Present 
 

11 NOV 16  Neoliberalism 

12 NOV 23  
 
Discourse & War  

 

13 NOV 30  
 
Resistance & Emancipation   
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REQUIRED WEEKLY READINGS 

(Subject to revision as the course proceeds)  
 

   
 
SEPTEMBER 7 Critical Pedagogy  
 

Heyman, R. 2001. “Why Advocacy Isn't Enough: Realising the Radical Possibilities of the 
Classroom.” International Research in Geographical and Environmental Education 10(2): 174-178 
 
Springer, S., Souza, M L. de, and White, R. J. 2016. Transgressing frontiers through the radicalization of 
pedagogy. In Springer, S., White, R. J., and Souza M. L. de  eds The Radicalization of Pedagogy: 
Anarchism, Geography and the Spirit of Revolt Lanham: Rowman & Littlefield, 1-26 

 
 
SEPTEMBER 14 Space, Power, & Political Geographies  
 

Painter J 2008 Geographies of space and power. In Cox K R, Low M, and Robinson J eds The Sage 
Handbook of Political Geography Singapore, Sage 57-72 

  
Sharp J, Routledge P, Philo C and Paddison R 2000 Entanglements of power: geographies of 
domination/resistance in Sharp J, Routledge P, Philo C and Paddison R ed  Entanglements of Power: 
Geographies of Domination/Resistance New York, Routledge, 1-42  

 
 
SEPTEMBER 28 Hegemony & the Spaces of Empire 
  

Agnew J 2005 Hegemony vs empire in Hegemony: The New Shape of Global Power Temple 
University Press, Philadelphia, PA 12-37 

 
Hirst P 2005 Politics and territory in Space and Power: Politics, War, and Architecture Malden, MA, 
Polity Press 26-48 
 

 
OCTOBER 5 Sovereignty & the State of Exception 

Agamben G 1998 Introduction & The paradox of sovereignty in Homo Sacer: Sovereign Power and 
Bare Life Stanford University Press, Stanford 1-12 & 15-29  

Connolly W E 2004 The complexity of sovereignty in Edkins J, Pin-Fat V, and Shapiro M eds 
Sovereign Lives: Power in Global Politics Routledge, London 23-40 
 

 
OCTOBER 12 Nationalism 
  

Anderson B 1991 Introduction & Census, map, museum in Imagined Communities: Reflections on 
the Origin and Spread of Nationalism Verso, New York 1-8 &163-186 
 

 Billig, M 1995 Nations and language in Banal Nationalism Sage, Thousand Oaks, CA 13-36 

 

OCTOBER 19 Identity, Difference, & Genocide  

Connolly W E 2002 Confessing identity/Belonging to difference in Identity/Difference: Democratic 
Negotiations of Political Paradox (Expanded Edition) Cornell University Press, Ithaca, NY, xiii-xxxi. 

Wood W B 2001 Geographic aspects of genocide: a comparison of Bosnia and Rwanda 
Transactions of the Institute of British Geographers 26 57-75 

 

OCTOBER 26 Citizenship, Migration, & Cosmopolitanism   

Harvey D 2000 Cosmopolitanism and the banality of geographical evils. Public Culture 12 529-564 
 

Rajaram P K and Grundy-Warr C 2004 The irregular migrant as homo sacer: migration and 
detention in Australia, Malaysia, and Thailand International Migration 42 33-64. 

 
 
NOVEMBER 2 Imaginative Geographies, Othering & Orientalism  
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Said E 1978 Introduction (Parts I and II only) & Imaginative geography and its representations in 
Orientalism Vintage Books, New York, 1-9 & 49-73 

 
Springer S 2009 Culture of violence or violent Orientalism? Neoliberalization and imagining the  
‘savage other’ in posttransitional Cambodia Transactions of the Institute of British Geographers 34 
305-319 

  
 
NOVEMBER 9 Postcolonialism & The Colonial Present 

 Gregory D 2004 The colonial present & Architectures of enmity in The Colonial Present: Afghanistan, 
Palestine, Iraq Blackwell, Malden MA 1-5 (only) & 17-29 

 Sidaway J 2000 Postcolonial geographies: an exploratory essay Progress In Human Geography 24 
591-612 

 

NOVEMBER 16 Neoliberalism 

 Springer 2016 Fuck neoliberalism. ACME: An International Journal For Critical Geographies. 15.2 
285-292 

 Springer 2016 The violence of neoliberalism. In Springer, S., Birch, K. and MacLeavy, J. eds The 
Handbook of Neoliberalism Routledge, London 153-163 

 

NOVEMBER 23 Discourse & War 

Cohen C 1987 Sex and death in the rational world of defense intellectuals. Signs: Journal of Women 
in Culture and Society 12.4: 687-718. 

 
 Jabri V 2005 Critical thought and political agency in time of war International Relations 19 70-78 
 

NOVEMBER 30 Resistance & Emancipation 

Pickerill J and Chatterton P 2006 Notes towards autonomous geographies: creation, resistance and 
self-management as survival tactics Progress In Human Geography 30 730-746 
 
Springer, S 2016 Becoming Beautiful: To Make the Colossus Tremble in The Anarchist Roots of 
Geography, University of Minnesota Press, 1-24 
 

  

 

FURTHER READINGS OF RELEVANCE BY WEEKLY TOPIC:  
  
 
Critical Pedagogy  
 
Chatterton P 2008 Using Geography to Teach Freedom and De fiance: Lessons in Social Change from ‘Autonomous 
Geographies’ Journal of Geography in Higher Education 32:3 419-440 
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Space, Power, & Political Geographies  
 
Allan J 2003 Power in Agnew J, Mitchell K and Toal G eds The Companion to Political Geography Malden, MA, Blackwell 95-
108 
 
Blomley N Law, Space, and the Geographies of Power Guilford Press, New York 
 
Crampton J W and Elden S eds Space, Knowledge, and Power: Foucault and Geography Ashgate,  
Burlington, VT 
 
Hirst P 2005 Space and Power: Politics, War, and Architecture Malden, MA, Polity Press 
 
Lefebvre H 1991 The Production of Space Translated by Nicholson-Smith D, Blackwell, Oxford,  
UK 
 
Massey D 2005 For space Sage, London  
 
Peet R 2007 Geography of Power: The Making of Global Economic Policy London, Zed Books 
 
Sparke M 2004 Political geography: political geographies of globalization (1)- dominance Progress  
in Human Geography 28 777-794   
 
 
Hegemony, Territoriality, & the Spaces of Empire 
 
Duménil G and Lévy D 2004 Capital Resurgent: Roots of the Neoliberal Revolution Harvard University Press, Cambridge, MA  
 
Giroux H A 2004 The Terror of Neoliberalism: Authoritarianism and the Eclipse of Democracy Paradigm, Boulder 
 
Hardt M and Negri A 2000 Empire Harvard University Press, Cambridge, MA 
 
Harvey D 2003 The New Imperialism Oxford University Press, New York 
 
Harvey D 2005 A Brief History of Neoliberalism Oxford University Press, New York 
 
Joxe A 2002 Empire of Disorder Semiotext(e), New York   
 
Laclau E and Mouffe C 2001 Hegemony and Socialist Strategy: Towards a Radical Democratic Politics 2nd ed, New York, 
Verso 
 
Plehwe D, Walpen B and Neunhoffer G 2006 Introduction: reconsidering neoliberal hegemony in  Plehwe D, Walpen B and 
Neunhoffer G eds Neoliberal Hegemony: A Global Critique Routledge, New York, 1-24   
 
Taylor P J 1994 The state as container: territoriality in the modern world-system Progress in Human Geography 18 151-162 
 
  
Sovereignty & the State of Exception 

Agamben G 2000 Means Without End: Notes on Politics Translated by Binetti V and Casarino C, University of Minnesota 
Press, Minneapolis   
  
Benjamin W 1921/1986 Critique of violence in Demetz P ed Walter Benjamin Reflections: Essays,  Aphorisms, 
Autobiographical Writings Translated by Jephcott E, Schocken Books, New York, 277-300. 
 
Foucault M 1976/2003 Society Must Be Defended: Lectures at the Collège de France, 1975-76 Translated by Macey D, 
Picador, New York  
 
Gregory D 2006 The black flag: Guantánamo Bay and the space of exception Geografiska Annaler: Series B 88 405–427   
 
Gregory D 2007 Vanishing points: law, violence and exception in the global war prison in Gregory  D and Pred A eds 
Violent Geographies: Fear, Terror, and Political Violence Routledge, New York 205-236  
 
Ong A 2006 Introduction in Neoliberalism as Exception: Mutati ons in Citizenship and Sovereignty Duke University Press, 
London 1-30 
 
Ramadan A 2009 Destroying Nahr el-Bared: sovereignty and ur bicide in the space of exception Political Geography 28 
153-163 
 
Rasch W 2004 Sovereignty and its Discontents: On the Primacy of Conflict and the Structure of the Political Birkbeck Law 
Press, London 
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Reid-Henry S 2007 Exceptional sovereignty? Guantánamo Bay and the re-colonial present Antipode 39 627-648 
 
 
Nationalism 
 
Anderson  J  1986  Nationalism and geography  in  Anderson  J  ed  The Rise of the Modern State  Harvester Press, Brighton  
115–42 
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