
Zero deforestation cocoa in West Africa: Interaction between public  and private governance  Sophia Carodenuto Assistant Professor, Department of Geography, University of Victoria  In March 2017 , twelve of the world's leading cocoa and chocolate companies made a collective commitment to end the deforestation associated with the global cocoa supply chain.  The �P�D�M�R �U�L �W�\���R�I���W�K�H���Z�R�U�O�G �¶�V ���V�X �S�S �O �\���R�I���F�R�F�R �D���F�R �P�H�V ���I�U�R�P West Africa, where smallholder cocoa farming causes environmental degradation due to deforestation, and where socioeconomic progress for smallholders is difficult to achieve.  In this talk, I will present empirical research that explores how new forms of private governance promoting zero deforestation cocoa interact with existing political processes to reduce deforestation in the domestic contexts of key cocoa-producing countries.  The recent business commitments to zero deforestation cocoa marks one of 


