
COURSE OUTLINE
GEOGRAPHY 358: Landscape Ecology

Class Meetings: Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday 10:30-11:20 in DTB A104

     

Instructor: Matt Fuller
Office Hours: Wednesday and Thursdays, Noon-2pm (or by appointment)
Office Location:  DTB B214
Contact: mtfuller@uvic.ca

     



For students interested in applied science, the fundamental concepts of landscape ecology are an 
important prerequisite for decision making and problem solving in fields such as conservation sciences, 
resource management, remote sensing, spatial modelling and GIScience. To this end, we will be 
bringing in several guest lecturers throughout the term, faculty and grad students, to discuss with you 
how principles of landscape ecology are applied in their fields and sub-disciplines. 

     

Course text: The course has a required text that is well recognized as a great resource for Landscape 
Ecology. The text will parallel and supplement the lecture content. You will also be responsible for 
assigned research journal articles throughout the term, which will be posted on coursespaces. 

Turner, M. G., and Gardner, R. H. (2015). Landscape Ecology and In Theory and Practice. Second 
Edition. New York: Springer.

This text is available as an ebook through the University of VictoriaLibrary. Please visit the course 
reserves website, locate our course and you will find a link to the course text.

Course website:  Please be sure to stay connected to announcements, postings and materials listed on
our coursespaces  website  course  management  system (which can be found on your UVic  account).
Lecture  materials  and  notes  will  be  provided  for  some  lectures  there.  Additional  required  and
supplemental readings, web resources and media will also be posted.

  



Term paper:  You will write a term paper proposal and a final term paper. A selection of appropriate
topics will be provided and assignment details will be posted on CourseSpaces.  The grading rubric is
posted on coursespaces. 

Group project:  For this assignment you will form groups of three people. As a group you will create a
descriptive and exciting poster on a landscape ecology-related topic/metric/statistic provided to you. You
will present your poster informally in a conference style poster session in one of two classes. See rubric
and details provided on coursespaces. 

Critical Reading Reflections: You will be asked to do two critical reading reflections throughout the term
on some of our non-text book readings. One will be due in February and one in March, dates to be
determined. Each reflection should be 600-800 words max.  The rubric and parameters are posted on
coursespaces. 

Participation/Active Engagement: Though this is a large class, we will be doing a lot of small group work
and breakout sessions throughout the term. Your attendance and active participation will be considered,
both for the in class lectures and activities and for your group project and presentation. 

     

Course objectives:
The goal of the course is to provide you with an understanding of landscape ecology. Upon successful
completion of the course you will be able to:

1. explain the history and fundamentals of landscape ecology and its relationship with other subfields of
ecology and geography;

2. describe methods for detecting and quantifying landscape patterns;

3.  understand  the  mechanisms  by  which  pattern  and  process  change  through  time;  and4.  analyze
examples to describe the causes of landscape pattern and how these patterns influence populations,
communities, and ecosystems.

4.  analyze  examples  to  describe the causes  of  landscape pattern and how these patterns influence
populations, communities, and ecosystems.

KEY THEMES AND CONTENT:

1. Introductory concepts (Jan 7th through Jan 21st)
 - A primer on ecological thought
 - Intro to emergence of landscape ecology 
 - Introductory concepts 
 - Scale and heterogeneity 

2. Drivers of landscape pattern (Jan 22nd through Feb 5th)
 - What is landscape pattern 
 - Abiotic and biotic factors 
 - Landscape legacies and change
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Health Services - University Health Services (UHS) provides a full service primary health clinic for 
students, and coordinates healthy student and campus initiatives. uvic.ca/services/health/

Centre for Accessible Learning - 

/services/indigenous/students/programming/elders/index.php
/services/cal/
http://www.uvic.ca/services/health/

	We acknowledge with respect the Lekwungen-speaking peoples on whose traditional territory the university stands and the Songhees, Esquimalt and WSÁNEĆ peoples whose historical relationships with the land continue to this day.

