




Final exam: Scheduled by the University. Details of the final exam will be provided later in 
the term. The final exam is a mandatory component of the course and is therefore deferrable 
using a Request for Academic Concession.   
 
The University’s undergraduate grading scale with numerical score/letter grade equivalency, 
and descriptions can be found at the following: University Grading Schedule 
 
Course Website 
 

- Lecture notes, problem sets, answer keys, additional readings, and other useful 
information will be posted on the course website: 
https://bright.uvic.ca/d2l/home/356630 

- Important announcements will be posted on the course website. Students are advised 
to check frequently.



Attendance at all scheduled examinations is essential to do well in the course. Write them in 
your calendar now. There are no makeup exams given for midterms (see "Midterms" above).  
In the event of a missed final examination, students are advised to follow the procedures 
outlined in the University Calendar: University Examination Policies  
 
Students should not make work or travel plans during the exam period until after the 
examination timetable has been finalized. Students who wish to finalize their travel plans at an 
earlier date should book flights that depart after the end of the examination period. There will 
be no special accommodation if travel plans conflict with the examination. 
 
Electronic devices: During exams, only non-programmable calculators are permitted. All 
other electronic devices must be turned off and stored out of view. 
 
Waitlist Policies  

• Enrolment limits are determined by classroom capacity. Instructors have no discretion 
to raise the cap or admit waitlisted students. 8*./&!)-.#.'9! ,+3! &'3+//&%! (#$%&'#(! #+! %3+26!
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The use of AI is not permitted in this course unless explicitly stated as allowed on a given 
assignment. Should you violate this rule, you will have violated UVic’s Policy on Academic 
Integrity and a complaint against you under this policy will be filed accordingly. 
 
Failing grades 
I respect your choice to exert minimal effort in this class due to priorities elsewhere in your 
life. However, university policy sets the bar to pass a course 4&3= low, and I have no sympathy 
for those who fail to clear that bar. Optimize carefully, should you choose to engage in risky 
cost-minimizing behavior! Students regularly fail my courses. This is not meant as a threat, 
but as a warning that careless coasting can lead to disaster. 
 
Policy on Gifts 
Some students have very kindly given me gifts in the past. While I truly appreciate the 
gesture, I would like to discourage this. I never want a student to get the impression that 
they need to curry favor with me in order to get a good grade. In fact, a gift would never 
affect a student’s grade, but it’s best to avoid any appearance to the contrary. So please don’t 
give me gifts. In any case, the kindest gesture of thanks you can ever make is to drop by or 
send an email sometime -,#&3 grades are in and tell me you appreciated the course. That never 
fails to make my day. 
 
 
E-mail Policy 

• You may contact me at my UVic email address. Please include both your legal name 
(the name in the university records) and course title in the subject of your email. 
Without such information, it is sometimes hard for the instructor to understand the 
nature of your queries. Please avoid inappropriate nicknames, email ids and signatures. 
Text message lingo should not be used. 

• You should contact me by email primarily on matters that relate to your personal 
participation. Itis best to raise questions related to course materials in class or in person 
during office hours. You may ask simple short questions via email; however, I may 
answer directly or I may reply telling you that I will cover that in class or it is best to 
explain the question in person. E-mail is a terribly inefficient way of communicating 
about these types of issues. General administrative matters such as the arrangement 
and the format for the exams will ONLY be discussed in class and no answers will be 
provided via email on these issues. 

• A good rule of thumb for emails is, “Only send it if it’s really important.”  For example, 
if I post an answer key with an error on it 2 days before an exam (or promised you an 
answer key by a certain date and forgot to post it), definitely email me. Email is 
arguably too cheap relative to what would be socially optimal. People send emails 
without thinking because it’s cheap (to them) to do so. Unfortunately, emails impose 
a cost on the recipient who has to read them and respond to them. It becomes very 
tempting to send me an email asking “What will be covered on the midterm?” even 
though that very point will with 100% certainty be covered in lecture. So, I only 
respond to emails that really “needed” to be sent, and I get to decide what’s “needed.” 
Basically, if you could have figured out the answer to your question by 1) reading the 
syllabus; 2) reading the website; or 3) attending lecture, I won’t answer it. So check 
those sources, and if you missed lecture, ask a classmate who was there. If it’s a 



question on material (and hence was covered in lecture) you’re more than welcome to 
ask it, but come to office hours to do so. Email is terrible for explaining most 
economics.  

 


