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Pronunciation Guide for Plant Species in Indigenous Languages 

This pronunciation guide is from: Turner, N.J. (2014, Ancient Pathways, Ancestral Knowledge: 
Ethnobotany and Ecological Wisdom of Indigenous Peoples of Northwestern North America. Montreal: 
McGill-Queen’s University Press). The writing system and orthography used by Nancy Turner to 
represent Indigenous plant names is based on an adapted version of the American Phonetic Alphabet, with 
the goal of representing the sounds of words. The following websites provide more information on 



Page 2 of 2 
 

CONSONANTS 
Note that b, d, f, g, h, j, k, l, m, n, p, r, s, t, v, w, y, and z are the same as in English. 
Symbol Sound Description 
ch Sounds like the ch in English church 
dh Sounds like the th of English the or that, (but not of think or thin) 
dl
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