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Welcome to Biol345! 
We acknowledge and respect the lᴅk3ᾱᴅǼᴅn peoples on whose traditional territory the University of 
Victoria stands, and the Songhees, Esquimalt and W║  SANEĹ peoples whose historical relationships 
with the land continue to this day.  We are thankful to be able to learn together on this land and 
strive to make the world a better place. 
We welcome everyone to learn in this course and we respect every human being, including people 
from all ethnic backgrounds, religious beliefs, sexual orientations, genders, socioeconomic 
backgrounds and abilities. 
 
Course Description 
Evolutionary and comparative analyses of behaviour.  Topics include taxonomic diversity of 
nervous systems, proximate and ultimate mechanisms, nature/nurture controversies, communication 
and sensory modes, foraging behaviours, mate choice, sociality, and warfare.  Laboratory includes 
observational and experimental approaches to behaviour of representative invertebrate and 
vertebrate taxa. 
 
Meetings 
Lectures: MWR 4:30 – 6:20 PM, Cun 146 
Labs: WR 6:30 – 9:20 PM, Petch 110 
  
Teaching Team 
Instructor and SLI: Dr. Rossi Marx, zoology@uvic.ca; Office hours by appointment.  
Lab Instructor: Gillian Ens, gillianens@uvic.ca; Office hours TBA. 
 
Prerequisites 
BIOL 184 or BIOL 190B; and BIOL 186 or BIOL 190A; and minimum third-year standing; and 
either BIOL 215, or declared Honours or Major in Anthropology or declared Honours or Major in 
Combined Biology and Psychology 
 

mailto:zoology@uvic.ca
mailto:gillianens@uvic.ca
http://web.uvic.ca/calendar2016-05/CDs/BIOL/184.html
http://web.uvic.ca/calendar2016-05/CDs/BIOL/186.html
http://web.uvic.ca/calendar2016-05/CDs/BIOL/215.html
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Labs 
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Course Website 

mailto:zoology@uvic.ca
mailto:zoology@uvic.ca
https://www.uvic.ca/registrar/assets/docs/record-forms/rac.pdf
https://www.uvic.ca/registrar/assets/docs/record-forms/rac.pdf
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Grading  
Grades are submitted as percentages.   
Grade conversion 
A+ 90-100%; A 85-89.5%; A- 80-84.5%; B+ 77-79.5%; B 73-76.5%; B- 70-72.5%; 
C+ 65-69.5%; C 60-64.5%; D 50-59.5%; F <49.5% 
In determining final grades for the course, we will round your course score to the nearest whole 
percent.  That is the official course grade that will be submitted for you. 
We cannot change your grade for any reason, except if we have made an error calculating it.  There 
is no extra work that you can do to raise your grade. 
Please do not ask us to raise your percent grade in order to qualify you for a higher letter grade. 
We turn down all such requests. 
If you do not write the final exam and lack an excuse, the grade submitted for you will be an N. 
To pass the course, you must 

1) write the midterm exam OR the deferred midterm exam 
2) write the final exam 
3) meet the minimum lab attendance requirement (students cannot miss, for any reason, more 

than TWO laboratories) 
4) score a grade of 50% or greater, in the Laboratory component 
5) score a grade of 50% or greater, in the Lecture component. 

 
If any of 1 through 3 are not completed, students will automatically fail the course and receive an 
“N” (‘Incomplete course requirements’) on their transcript.  An N is a failing grade, and it factors 
into a studentôs GPA as O.  The maximum percentage that can accompany an N on a studentôs 
transcript is 49.  If students successfully complete 1 through 3, but is not successful in either 4 or5, 
they will receive an “F” on their transcript. 
 
General Outline of planned Lecture Topics 
Behavioural laterality – left brain versus right brain  
Historical approaches to the study of behaviour 
Nervous system and behaviour diversity among animal phyla 
Parsing behaviour: genetic, epigenetic, hormonal, environmental  
Animal communication and sensory exploitation  
Defences against predators  
Optimal foraging, zoopharmacognosy (self-medication)   
Cephalopod behaviour 
Sociality, cooperation, altruism 
Empathy, self-awareness, consciousness   
Evolution of play 
 
Course Policies 
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online shopping, or texting during lecture time.  Off – task activities like checking email, text 
messaging, checking social network sites, are negatively affecting students' grades by more than 
10% (Sana et al. 2013, Computers and education 62, 24-31).  Therefore: turn off your off –
task aps/programs and disable notifications during class time and study time so you can focus 
without being distracted!  
Students are expected to observe UVic academic regulations and standards of scholarly 
integrity especially with regards to plagiarism and cheating.  Please check out this link: 
https://www.uvic.ca/library/help/citation/plagiarism/.  When writing exams students are prohibited 
from sharing any information about the exam with others or from capturing or recording (screen 
shots) exam questions. 
Students are not allowed to use any online resources including artificial intelligence (AI) tools 
for assignments and during exams. 
Your continued presence in this course, after the first day of class, means that you have read and 
understood these rules, and have agreed to abide by them. 
 
General UVic Regulations and Resources 
Please read the appropriate section of the current UVic Academic Calendar regarding your rights 
and obligations.  
https://www.uvic.ca/calendar/future/undergrad/index.php#/policies?expanded=Undergraduate%20A
cademic%20Regulations 

https://www.uvic.ca/library/help/citation/plagiarism/
mailto:helpdesk@uvic.ca


https://www.uvic.ca/student-wellness/wellnessresources/supportconnect/index.php
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