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Grading Policy 

At the University of Victoria, grades are submitted by instructors as percentages. These will be 

converted to letter grades by the Registrar, according to this grading scale: 

 

A+ 90 ï 100%   B+ 77 ï 79%   C+ 65 ï 69% 

A 85 ï 89%   B 73 ï 76   C 60 ï 64% 

A- 80 ï 84%  B- 70 ï 72%   D  50 ï 59%  

 

The only circumstances under which I change a submitted course grade are as follows: a) if I 

have made a calculation error; b) if a student has deferred the final exam, received an N, and then 

written a deferred final.  

 

Please do not ask me to raise your percent grade in order to qualify you for a higher letter 

grade. I turn down all such requests. 

 

You will receive an F in the course if your aggregate grade is less than 50% (rounded to the 

nearest whole number). It is not necessary to pass the individual course components ï the 

Packback component, the midterm, or the final exam ï  in order to pass the course. 

 

You will receive an N in the course if you miss the final exam in April and do not write a 

deferred final exam. 

 

No supplemental final exam (second-chance final exam) will be given in this course, although, as 

described above, you may defer the final exam for any of the reasons given. 

 

 

C. Packback 
 

What is it? 

Packback is an online platform for discussion among students. You will be contacted by the 

company about signing up.  

 

Since Biology 400 has only third-year standing as a prereq, there are students from many 

different academic backgrounds registered here. That has always been one of the strengths of the 

course and one of its pleasures to me. I hope that Packback will be able to bring together students 

with different knowledge, ideas, viewpoints and values. 

 

Cost 

The cost is $39 (CAN). 

 

How it works, what you will do, and how you will be assessed 

The idea behind the platform is that, every two weeks, you will post: 

 one discussion question related to the course material in some way 

 three responses to questions posted by other students 
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Each question and response is worth 3 points, for a total of 12 points every two weeks. You donôt 

have to respond only to questions posted in the current two-week period; itôs fine if you respond 

to earlier questions.  

 

You should participate during every two-week cycle. You canôt let a cycle slide and then post 2 

questions and 6 responses in the next cycle. 

 

The questions and responses will be assessed for their quality by the platformôs AI. Questions 

that pertain to specific, easily-lookuppable matters get a low score; more open-ended questions 

score higher. The score a post gets is called its ñCuriosity Scoreò. I have set the minimum 

curiosity score at 60, which will be fairly easy to achieve. After the AI tells you what it thinks of 

your question or response, you may edit and improve it. It is only your edited post that will 

count, or your original post if you choose not to edit. 

 

If the AI thinks your final post deserves a score of 60 or more, you get 3 points in the course 

grade book for that post. If your post goes below this 60 minimum, you will get 1.5 points. If you 

do not post at all that cycle, you get 0 points. 

 

Although I have to allot marks for your Packback participation, you should not obsess about 

marks the way you might before a test. The minimum curiosity score of 60 is quite modest. The 

important thing is to enjoy participating in the discussions. 

 

Your participation in Packback will be worth 20% of your course grade. 

 

When you log in to Packback, there will be a button to click (ñPackback Tutorialò) to get you 

started. 

 

Packback Deadlines 

The deadline for your one question and three responses every two weeks is Saturday at 11:59 

PM, PST or PDT. (Reading break does not count as a week.) The full list of deadlines: 

 

Saturday, January 20, 11:59 PM (PST) ï 1 question, 3 responses 

Saturday, February 3, 11:59 PM (PST) ï 1 question, 3 responses 

Saturday, February 17, 11:59 PM (PST) ï 1 question, 3 responses 

Saturday, March 9, 11:59 PM (PST) ï 1 question, 3 responses 

Saturday, March 23, 11:59 PM (PDT) ï 1 question, 3 responses 

Saturday, April 6, 11:59 PM (PDT) ï 1 question, 3 responses 

 

A few more notes 

If you post your question early in a cycle, you have a greater chance that other students will 

respond to it. So try to post your question in the first 3-4 days of a cycle. 

 

I will not be looking at all your posts, but I will be reading some of them. This is for my own 

interest. I wonôt get upset if I read something I disagree with, and I will not interfere with the 

systemôs grading. 

 

When you post either a question or a reply, please try to bear in mind and practice the valuable 

academic habit of respectful, impersonal discourse.  
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Tuesday, February 27 Midterm, held during regular class time; all multiple choice; 

45 minutes; 30% of course grade 

Thursday, February 29 Last day for withdrawing from full year and second term courses 

without penalty of failure 

 

Saturday, March 9 Packback assignment 4 (1 question, 3 responses)ot02u/F3 12 ch 9

/services/counselling/
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Health Services - University Health Services (UHS) provides a full service primary health clinic 

for students, and coordinates healthy student and campus 

initiatives. http://www.uvic.ca/services/health/ 

Centre for Accessible Learning - The CAL staff are available by appointment to assess specific 

needs, provide referrals and arrange appropriate accommodations. The sooner you let us know 

your needs the quicker we can assist you in achieving your learning goals in this course.  

 https://www.uvic.ca/services/cal/  

 

Public Health Policies  

All staff and students are expected to abide by the guidelines provided by the University of 

Victoria https://www.uvic.ca/covid19/).  

 

Academic Integrity  

The University of Victoria and the Department of Biology take academic integrity (including 

plagiarism) as a serious matter. Please read this:  

https://www.uvic.ca/calendar/undergrad/index.php#/policy/Sk_0xsM_V  

 

UVic Territory Acknowledgment  

ñWe acknowledge and respect the lᴅk∕ ᾱᴅǼᴅn peoples on whose traditional territory the university 

stands and the Songhees, Esquimalt and W║ SĆNEĹ peoples whose historical relationships with 

the land continue to this day.ò 

 
 

 

 

 


