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I. Welcome to BIOL230! 
We acknowledge and respect the lək3̫ əŋən peoples on whose traditional territory the University 
of Victoria stands, and the Songhees, Esquimalt and W̱SÁNEĆ peoples whose historical 
relationships with the land continue to this day. We are thankful to be able to learn together on 



 
III. Goals for this course: 
We are a team of dedicated science teachers who love genetics. Our goal is to teach you complex 
cellular processes involving discoveries from over one hundred years ago (Mendelian genetics) 
or just last decade (Next gen sequencing). We will show you how genetics plays an important role 
in all our daily lives (genetically modified crops, forensic investigations, medical diagnostics)! We 
hope you enjoy “Principles of Genetics”, and we wish to provide you with a detailed and 
foundational understanding of genet









- For all online examinations: Students are expected to bring their own mobile devices to write 
the exam. If you have no mobile device, you can borrow devices from the library. If you need 
further help please contact the course coordinator (BE) at the beginning of term and we will find 
a solution for you.  

You can write the quizzes, midterm exam in the classroom or you can write at home. You are 
expected to observe UVic academic regulations and standards of scholarly integrity especially 
with regards to plagiarism and cheating. Exams that are written online, are open book exams: 
you are allowed to consult lecture notes and textbook, however budget your time carefully (there 
will NOT be enough time to look up the answers for every single question)! The exams must be 
taken individually and not with a friend/classmate or a group. You are prohibited from sharing 



 

X. Universal design for learning (UDL) and ‘How to be successful’ 

Success is when you are happy and you learn. It is better to be active in the learning activities 
(mini quizzes and class discussions) than not participating at all and tuning out. Making mistakes 
is not failure but a good way to learn!  

We designed this class with the UDL in mind by  
- clearly outlining the intended learning outcomes (ILO),  
- engaging students actively during class time with mini quizzes and interactive lectures 
- having all class material accessible to all students all the time (pre-lecture lecture slides, post-
lecture recordings) 
- evaluate students with a mixture of frequent low stakes formative assessments (mini quizzes) 
and a few higher stakes summative assessments (midterm, final, lab exam) 
 
UVic is a professional environment. Please be mindful of your peers and the instructors. Please 
treat people around you with respect and courtesy, focus on active listening and taking (hand 
written) notes. Please avoid distracting behaviour like eating three-course meals, watching 
sports games, online shopping or texting during lecture time. Off – task activities like checking 
email, text messaging, checking social network sites, is negatively affecting students' grades by 
more than 10% (Sana et al. 2013, Computers and education 62, 24-31). Therefore: turn off your 
off – task aps/programs during class time and study time to allow you to focus and not be 
distracted! 

 

Stay healthy!  

A note to remind you to take care of yourself. Do your best to maintain a healthy lifestyle this 
semester by eating well, exercising, getting enough sleep, and taking some time to relax. Human 



 

 

XI. Important Dates 

In the UVic calendar you will find a fuller list of important dates, but the ones we have listed 
below are the ones that will matter to students in Principles of Genetics.  Additional important 
lab dates can be found on the lab Brightspace 



 

Resources at UVic to maintain a healthy student life: 

- 



 

 

 


