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Biomolecules section of the course. The rest of that section, and the rest of the course, will 
assume that you are on top of this basic stuff. 

�x Defer taking Biology 186 until after you have studied some chemistry in a basic chemistry 
course. 

 
Required text 
Campbell Biology, third Canadian edition, by Urry et al. 2021.  Available through the bookstore.  
You can purchase either a hardcopy or e-text version. This is the same text as was used in 
Biology 184 in the fall. 
 
If you have access to the previous edition of the text (second Canadian edition), that will be 
alright for you to use, but bear in mind that some of the pagination, figure numbers and problem 
numbers might be different. 
 
�1�H�Z���F�R�S�L�H�V���R�I���W�K�H���W�H�[�W���F�R�P�H���Z�L�W�K���D�F�F�H�V�V���W�R���W�K�H���S�X�E�O�L�V�K�H�U�¶�V���Z�H�E�V�L�W�H�����Z�K�L�F�K���Kas Mastering 
Biology.  Mastering can be useful, but we do not require it  in this course and we will not 
reference it in class, so a used text will do fine. A couple of notes: 
�ƒ If you bought your text new in the fall, your access to Mastering Biology will still be good. 
�ƒ If you decide to go with a used copy, but you wish to purchase website access separately 

from the publisher, you may do so. It will cost $115.  
�ƒ There is a pdf on Brightspace giving you directions on how to register with the publisher  (if 

you are not already registered), how to purchase access if you bought a used text, and how to 
access Mastering. �6�H�H���³�&�R�X�U�V�H���2�X�W�O�L�Q�H���D�Q�G���&�R�X�U�V�H���%�X�V�L�Q�H�V�V�´���!���³�6�W�X�Gent Registration 
�,�Q�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q�����3�H�D�U�V�R�Q���:�H�E�V�L�W�H�´�� 

 
Course website 
Biology 186 has a Brightspace website (https://bright.uvic.ca/d2l/home/189623). As a registered 
student in this course, you will automatically be enrolled in this site. 
 
On the site you will find lecture and lab notices, test results, practice questions, exam 

https://uvic.zoom.us/j/82600758956?pwd=cGNKeHYySGVlWlNLVm9lSGVsUC9nZz09
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The final exam can be deferred in cases of illness, accident, family affliction, or commitments as 
a UVic athlete. If you expect to miss the final exam for any of these reasons, please notify the 
course coordinator (Dr. Beaulieu) as soon as possible, either by phone, email or in person. You 
will not be required to provide a note or other documentation. You must also fill out a Request 
for Academic Concession (RAC) form, available from Undergraduate Admissions and Records 
in the University Center or online:  
http://www.uvic.ca/registrar/assets/docs/record-forms/rac.pdf 
 
Travel plans are not a valid reason for missing the midterm exam or the final exam.  
 
This term, the final exam perio�G���H�Q�G�V���I�R�U���D�O�O���I�D�F�X�O�W�L�H�V���R�Q���)�U�L�G�D�\�����$�S�U�L�O�����������W�K�H���X�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�L�W�\�¶�V���O�D�V�W��
exam will be in the evening of that day. Your last exam might be on this date, or it might be 
sooner �± you will know for sure when the final exam schedule is drawn up in February. 
 
Grading Policy 
At the University of Victoria, grades are submitted by instructors as percentages. These will be 
converted to letter grades by administration, according to this grading scale: 
 
A+ 90 �± 100%   B+ 77 �± 79%   C+ 65 �± 69% 
A 85 �± 89%   B 73 �± 76   C 60 �± 64% 
A- 80 �± 84%  B- 70 �± 72%   D  50 �± 59%  
 
The only circumstances under which we change a submitted course grade is if we have made a 
calculation error, or if a student has deferred the final exam, received an N, and then written a 
deferred final.  
 
Please do not ask us to raise your percent grade in order to qualify you for a higher letter 
grade. We turn down all such requests. 
 
You will receive an F in the course in either of these cases: 

�x you miss two or fewer labs but do not pass the lab (<20/40) 
�x you pass the lab but have an aggregate course grade (rounded to the nearest whole 

number) less than 50% 
 
You will receive an N in the course in either of these cases: 

�x you miss three or more labs; you will not be allowed to make up these labs and you will 
not be allowed to write the final exam 

�x you miss the final exam in April and do not write a deferred final exam 
 
It is not necessary to pass the lecture exams (midterm and final), either together or individually, 
to pass the course. It is possible to fail both lecture exams and still be saved by a good lab mark. 
 
No supplemental final exam (second-chance final exam) will be given in this course, although, as 
described above, you may defer the final exam for any of the reasons given. 
 
 
  

http://www.uvic.ca/registrar/assets/docs/record-forms/rac.pdf
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F. Lecture Topics and Text Readings (tentative) 
 
The readings might be modified by the instructors when each topic comes up. 
 
Greg Beaulieu �± Cells and Molecules 
Molecules of life   Chapter 2 & 3 (2nd and 3rd Can. ed.) (I recommend that you 

�U�H�D�G���W�K�L�V���L�I���\�R�X���G�R�Q�¶�W���N�Q�R�Z���E�D�V�L�F���F�K�H�P�L�V�W�U�\�����,���Z�R�Q�¶�W���E�H��
covering most of this material in class or in these lecture 
notes, but you have to know it to understand this course);  

     Chapter 4 (2nd and 3rd Can. ed.); 
     Chapter 5 (2nd and 3rd Can. ed.) 
Cell tour    Chapter 6 (2nd and 3rd Can. ed.) 
Membranes and transport  Chapter 7 (2nd and 3rd Can. ed.) 
Bioenergetics and enzymes  Chapter 8 (2nd and 3rd Can. ed.) 
Respiration   Chapter 9, pp. 176-193 (3rd Can. ed.);  

 Chapter 9, pp. 175-193 (2nd Can. ed.) 
 
Barbara Ehlting �± Plant Structure and Physiology 
Plant structure      Chapter 35: 35.1-35.4, pp. 808-825 (3rd Can. ed.) 

 Chapter 35, pp. 802-819 (2nd Can. ed.) 
Photosynthesis    Chapter 10.1-10.3, pp. 199-214 (3rd Can. ed.) 

 Chapter 10, pp. 198-213 (2nd Can. ed.) 
Plant growth and water transport   Chapter 36.1-36.5 pp. 835-851 (3rd Can. ed.) 

 Chapter 36.1-36.5 pp. 828 -845 (2nd Can. ed.) 
Exploitation of light    Chapter 39.3, pp. 908-914 (3rd Can. ed.) 

 Chapter 39.3, pp. 895-900 (2nd Can. ed.) 
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Appendix �± The First Two Weeks of the Course (from Dr. Beaulieu) 
 
Lectures 
At the moment, UVic intends its courses to be online until Sunday, January 23. During this two-
week period, my first three lectures will be made available on the course Brightspace site as 
PowerPoint presentations (converted to video mp4s).  
 
I will post the videos on the dates of our regular lectures: 
Thursday, January 13 �± Molecules of Life 1 
Monday, January 17 �± Molecules of Life 2 
Thursday, January 20 �± Cells 1 
These videos will not be synchronous. You can view them any time after they are posted. You do 
not have any obligations at the specific days and time of your regular lecture section. 
 
I will also post skeletal lecture notes as pdfs that you can download. You should have them with 
you as you go through the lecture. Each chapter of lecture notes has study questions at the end, 
with answers, that you should attempt.  
 
If, fingers crossed, we are back F2F on Monday, January 24, I will be in class to deliver live 
lectures. However, I will still post mp4s of the lectures for those students who have health 
vulnerabilities or who live with people who have such vulnerabilities. I will also continue to post 
lecture notes pdfs for each topic that you should bring to class. 
 
If we remain online past January 24, I will post the mp4s of my PowerPoints as usual, along with 
the lecture note pdfs. 
 
Zoom sessions and office hours 
Zoom Q-and-A sessions (come and go as you please; I will be doing some problems and 
answering your questions, not lecturing): Wednesdays, 3:00 �± 4:00 PM on January 12 (course 
business Q-and-A), 19, 26, February 2, 9, March 2. The invitation: 
https://uvic.zoom.us/j/82720972250?pwd=OGV5YTIxRHg0UUN5QktSYy9sVHVqQT09 
Meeting ID: 827 2097 2250 
Password: 426235 
 
Office hours: if you wish to speak with me outside class and the Zoom sessions, please email me 
and we will set up a Zoom appointment.  
 
Labs 
There will be no labs during the weeks of January 10 �± 14 and January 17 �± 21. 
 
 
 
 

https://uvic.zoom.us/j/82720972250?pwd=OGV5YTIxRHg0UUN5QktSYy9sVHVqQT09

