
BIOLOGY 400 – History of Biology 
Online Edition, Summer 2021

Department of Biology, University of Victoria


Course Description 


The historical development of the major techniques and ideas of biology, including the 
significance of the important contributors to biology. The treatment will be part 
chronological, part topical. 


Instructor 


Dr. Robert St. Clair 
Email: robertstclair@uvic.ca. If you send an email, please put "Biology 400" in the 
message line. I will also have Zoom office hours and I will be available for Zoom 
appointments outside my office hours. 

Prerequisite 


Third year standing. 

Readings 


I will post pdfs of selected readings on the Brightspace site when they become relevant 
as we progress through the course. 

Evaluation and Grading Policy 


Online Midterm (TBA)                                                         40%


Online Final Exam (June final exam period)                       60% (cumulative)

The midterms and the final exam will be accessible though the Quiz tool on 
Brightspace. You can find Quizzes under the Course Tools tab.





4. Online office hours – These will take the form of Zoom sessions (Fridays 
12:30-1:20). If you have something pressing or something personal or confidential 
to discuss, you can email me directly with your questions or schedule a personal 
Zoom appointment. My email is robertstclair@uvic.ca.


5. Online Exams – see the information about the online exams, above.


Outline by Week (tentative) 


Week Topic Topic


