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Course description 

This course, the companion course to Biology 184, focusses on functional aspects of organisms. 

Biochemistry, cellular components, membrane structure and function, energy transduction, DNA 

replication and gene expression. Insight into plant structure and response mechanisms of these 

light-eating organisms. Principles of animal physiology including homeostatic mechanisms, 

circulation, gas exchange, osmoregulation, thermoregulation, defense systems, chemical 

signaling, reproduction and development. 

 

Lecture meetings 

A01 – Monday and Thursday, 10:00 – 11:20 AM, Bob Wright B150 

A02 – Monday and Thursday, 1:00 – 2:20 PM, Bob Wright B150 

A03 – Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday, 3:30 – 4:20, Bob Wright B150 

 

Lectures 

▪ Dr. Greg Beaulieu  

Petch 006, phone 250-721-
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Course Outline 

A course in chemistry at either the high school or university level is strongly recommended. If 

your chemistry is shaky, we recommend that you take Biology 186 later, this July-August if 

possible, after you have studied some chemistry. 

 

Required text 

Campbell Biology, second Canadian edition, by Reece, Urry, Cain, Wasserman, Minorsky and 

Jackson.  Available in the bookstore.  This is the same book that was used in Biology 184 in the 

fall.  

 

We are still using the same text and edition as was used in Biology 184 last fall, so used copies 

are available. 

 

New copies of the text come with access to the publisher’s website, which has the etext and 

supplemental materials.  This access can be useful, but we do not require website access in this 

course, so a used book will do fine.  

 

If you decide to use some other edition of the book or some other biology text, for budgetary 

reasons or reasons of convenience, you will have to find the relevant pages in the book you have, 

based on the lecture material. 

 

Labs 

Labs begin on Monday, January 13.  Please purchase a lab manual from the bookstore and bring 

it to the first lab.  You must come to your first lab to hold your place in the course. 

 

Students sometimes have challenges and queries pertaining to lab assignments and exams.  If 

you have such an issue, your TA and the senior lab instructor will be happy to discuss it with 

you, but please raise the issue with them within one week after receiving the marked assignment 

or exam. We cannot consider appeals after that. 

 

Course website 

Biology 186 has a CourseSpaces website. There you will find lecture and lab notices, test results, 

practice questions, exam information, links and lecture notes. Please check the site before each 

class and lab. 

 

Class conduct 

We would like to remind students that talking in class, texting, surfing, reading a newspaper and 

eating three-course dinners are all irksome to students sitting nearby and to the instructor. We 

ask that you be mindful of this and treat the people around you with respect and courtesy. 

Remember where you are. 
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Course Outline 

The University of Victoria Department of Biology reserves the right to use plagiarism detection 

software or other platforms to assess the integrity of student work.   

 

Important dates 

On the UVic website you will find a fuller list of important dates, but the ones we have listed 

below are the ones that will matter to students in Biology 186 and to students wishing to add the 

course this term. Course-specific dates are bolded.




