
MICROBIOLOGY 405 
Molecular Biotechnology and Synthetic Biology 

Course Outline: Fall 2022 
 
Classroom: Cornett A121  
Time:  Monday and Thursday (11:30am – 12:50pm)  
 Thursday: office hours 1:30 – 2:30 pm  
 
Textbook: There is no text book for this course  
 
Course Coordinator / Instructor: Dr. Aditya Mojumdar (he/him), Petch 270 
        Office hours: By appointment 
       email: amojumdar@uvic.ca  
 
Prerequisites: Completion of MICR200A, MICR200B, BIOC300A, BIOC300B  
 
We acknowledge and respect the l�/�l�B	N�/�|�/n peoples on whose traditional territory the university stands and the 
Songhees, Esquimalt and �t �Z�^���E�������‰���}�‰�o���•���Á�Z�}�•�����Z�]�•�š�}�Œ�]�����o���Œ���o���š�]�}�v�•�Z�]�‰�•���Á�]�š�Z���š�Z�����o���v�������}�v�š�]�v�µ�����š�}���š�Z�]�• day.  
 
Software and communication platforms: The primary website for the course will be on Brightspace. Lectures 
will be available on Brightspace. Groups will meet with me in class to work on group projects during scheduled 
times. Any online communication outside of Brightspace will utilize Zoom, with details to accessing this platform 
to be available within the Brightspace site. Additional notifications will be made through Brightspace as 
necessary. 



 
See course calendar for your group’s formal meeting dates. I will attend all the formal meeting dates and note 
students’ attendance and participation. Attendance and Participation in cl(h)-0.ass is mandatory and contributes to 
your group presentation mark.  
Your group might want to meet outside of these times, as possible for your collective schedules. You can meet 
up in person or you may set up your own online conferencing sessions for these meetings that I will not attend. 
 
The Final assignment is meant to be an “intellectual laboratory” where you try out the methods described in the 



Class # Date Topic Presenter 
1 Sep 08 (Thurs) Section 1: Introduction A.M. 
2 Sep 12 (Mon) Section 2: Cloning, PCR, Plasmids & Vectors A.M. 
3 Sep 15 (Thurs) Section 3: cDNA library & Sequencing A.M. 
4 Sep 19 (Mon) In class Assessment 1 – topics from Section 1, 2 and 3  
5 Sep 22 (Thurs) Groups 1 to 5 



Student group seminar topics 



 
2. Cell phones, computers, and other electronic devices must be turned off at all times during live class sessions 
unless being used for the purpose of connecting and engaging with the class. 
 
3. No recordings of live lectures are permitted without permission of the instructor. However, many courses will 
be recorded by the instructor for accessibility for students unable to attend. If you do not wish to be recorded, 
contact your instructor to determine if alternative arrangements can be made. Attendance and engagement in 
the classroom is an integral part of the learning process and cannot be substituted with recordings. It is at the 
instructor’s sole discretion whether they provide a recording or give permission to students to record a lecture. 
There is no obligation to do so nor is there any expectations about the quality of the recordings. Nor should 
students assume a lecture will be recorded as instructors may withdraw access to recordings or permission to 
record. It is the responsibility of students who miss lectures to catch up in the material through extra readings, 
and obtaining notes from fellow students. Students who miss several lectures due to illness should contact their 
instructors to discuss options. 
 
4. Students and instructors are expected to assess their health daily and avoid campus if they are ill.  
 
5. Course materials, such as notes, problem sheets, quizzes, examinations, example sheets, or review sheets, 
may not be redistributed without the explicit written permission of the instructor. 
 
6. Students are expected to be available for all exams. Instructors may grant deferrals for midterm examinations 
for illness, accident, or family affliction. Although students do not require documentation, students must contact 
their instructor and BCMB office (biocmicr@uvic.ca) with the reason for their absence within 48 hours after the 
midterm exam. The Department will keep a record of the absences. It is the responsibility of the student to 
ensure all required components are complete, and to arrange deferred exams/assignments with the instructor, 
which normally should occur within one week of the original exam date.  
 
7. The Department of Biochemistry and Microbiology considers it a breach of academic integrity for a student 
taking a deferred examination to discuss the exam with classmates. Similarly, students who reveal the contents 
of an examination to students taking an examination are considered to be in violation of the University of 
Victoria policy on academic integrity (see current University Calendar). Students must abide by UVic academic 
regulations and observe standards of scholarly integrity (no plagiarism or cheating). Online exams must be taken 
individually and not with a friend, classmate, or group, nor can you access notes, course materials, the internet, 
or other resources without the permission of the instructor.  You are prohibited from sharing any information 
about the exam with others. Use of unauthorized electronic devices and accessing the internet and class 
material during exams is prohibited unless permission is granted by the instructor. Instructors may use Browser 
Lockdown Software to block access during classes and exams.  
 
 8. Deferral of a final exam must be requested with an Academic Concession form and submitted directly to 
Undergraduate Records. Deferred final exams for fall term courses will be arranged by the instructor. Deferred 
final exams or spring term courses will be arranged through Undergraduate Records and must be written before 
the end of the summer term as stipulated in the University Calendar. 
 
9. Requests for review/remark of a midterm exam must be made within one week of the exam being returned. 
 
10. The instructor reserves the right to use plagiarism detection software or other platforms to assess the 
integrity of student work. 
 



https://www.uvic.ca/services/cal/index.php
https://www.uvic.ca/learningandteaching/students/course-experience-survey/login.php
https://www.uvic.ca/services/advising/advice-support/academic-units/student-code-of-conduct/index.php
https://www.uvic.ca/services/advising/advice-support/academic-units/student-code-of-conduct/index.php
https://onlineacademiccommunity.uvic.ca/bmss/

