
What to Expect in BCMB 406A Fall 2020  
 

Due to the COVID 19 pandemic things are going to look a little different in the 406 labs 
this fall. Don’t worry though, we have an excellent plan in place to keep everyone safe. 
For 406, we are going to use both our normal lab space, and the third year lab space 
(third years will be in the MICRO 200 lab) so we will have double the floor space. That 
means that we can easily stay socially distanced from each other. In our lab spaces that 
usually accommodate 24 students, we will have a maximum of 12 students. Each 
student will have their own dedicated space in the lab, and you will no longer be working 
in pairs. You will bring your own lab coat and goggles that will stay in a zip locked bag 
that is kept in the lab. We will increase the frequency of disinfection of work surfaces, 
communal equipment and high touch surfaces, and we will establish directional traffic 
flow in the lab. There will be a stric to self-isolate for at least 14 days.  

 
The extra lab space will allow us to run the practical labs in the same way that we 
usually do so there will be plenty of hands on time. However, there will be a few 
changes to the way pre-lab talks are delivered and how assessments are handled. For 
example, all pre-lab talks will be pre-recorded and posted on our new learning 
management system (LMS). All Exams will be conducted online through the LMS, and 
any assignments will be submitted online. We still would like you to keep a lab journal, 
and we ask that you send us a digital image of the relevant sections of your lab journal 
every two weeks for marking.  
 
As lab instructors, we are dedicated to supporting you and will continue to offer support 
in and out of the lab.  Office hours will be held over Zoom, and you will have the 
opportunity to book one-on-one sessions. We will also be available to answer questions 
by email, and phone. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 





Week Dates Lab(s)  Day 1 (5 hours)  Day 2 (2 hours)  Due Dates 



Course evaluation 
 

Exams 40 % 
Lab Reports 30 % 
Practical Assessment 20 % 
Laboratory Journal 10 % 

 


