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colleagues will be able to see the answer as well.
When you’re using email to contact me, please include MICR402 in the Subject line. Be prepared that
my email response times will vary, and I will not respond to emails outside of business hours (Monday
to Friday 8 am to 5 pm).

Textbook
There is no specific textbook for the course. Most of the basic biology is based on information from
Fields Virology, but be aware that the textbook itself will not provide you with all sufficient information.

Learning objectives
- Students will be able to illustrate all the necessary steps for the propagation of infectious

viruses
- Students will know the mechanisms of pathogenesis of important human viruses, and be able

to compare viral pathology between different viruses
- Students will be able to describe societal, epidemiological and environmental factors that have

contributed to viral evolution, spread and pathogenesis
- Students will be able to understand virology research articles and critically examine the

methodology and conclusions described therein

Tentative class schedule
Topics are subject to change without warning.

Date Topic Notes

Thursday 7th September Introduction to the class and to viruses

Monday 11th September Viral classification, genome organization
and structure

Thursday 14th September The viral lifecycle – part 1

Monday 18th September The viral lifecycle – part 2

Thursday 21st September Techniques to study viruses

Monday 25th September Viruses and the immune system – intrinsic
immunity

Thursday 28th September Practice journal club paper

Monday 2nd October University closed

Thursday 5th October Viruses and the immune system –
adaptive immunity

Monday 9th October University closed





At the start of the course, you will be given a choice of 2 research articles and a set of questions
pertaining to the methodology, data interpretation and conclusions of the paper. You are required
to only read and answer questions to one of these articles of your choice. Questions will be
provided in a fillable document. Once completed, you will be able to upload your document with
answers on Brightspace and submit them for assessment.

Submissions past the deadline will have a late penalty applied, with 15% of the grade
reduced every 24h and a grade of 0 received for submissions more than 72h after the
deadline. Please note this includes weekends and holidays.

2. Essay style opinion and graphical abstract - worth 30% of the course grade. Due by
11.59 PM on Friday, 10th November 2023.

At the start of the course, you will be given 2 broad questions or statements. You are to choose
one of these topics and write a 1000-word opinion piece on it. You are allowed to interpret the
question as you choose, but all of your statements, arguments and points of view must be
supported by appropriate scientific literature and cited accordingly. All citations should be in the
Vancouver-style citation system.
You are also required to submit a Graphical Abstract that accurately represents the arguments
you have made in your written portion. The graphical abstract should allow your reader to
understand the main points conveyed in your 1000 words of writing. The Graphical Abstract can
be generated with any software of your choice. Microsoft Office is available for free to all students
via UVic. If you prefer, you can also paint/draw by hand and scan the image for your submission.
The medium of the graphical abstract has no impact on the grade, nor is your level of artistic skill
being assessed. The point of the graphical abstract is to summarize the message you have in
your written assignment.
Graphical abstracts should be a single image with no legend attached. You are allowed to use
writing in the Figure itself but try and limit that to labels. Both your essay and graphical abstract
should be submitted as a single document via Brightspace.
Assessments where the Graphical Abstract is missing are NOT allowed and will be
considered as not submitted, receiving a grade of 0.
Submissions past the deadline will havn
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