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BCMB 489 A01: FUNGAL AND PARASITIC PATHOGENESIS  
COURSE OUTLINE FALL 2021 

 
INSTRUCTOR:  
Dr. Catherine Bachewich 
Sessional Lecturer, Department of Biochemistry and Microbiology, University of Victoria  
Affiliate Associate Professor, Department of Biology, Concordia University, Montreal, QC 
Email: cbachewich@uvic.ca 
 
INCLUSIVITY 
I consider this classroom to be a place where you will be treated with respect, and I welcome 
individuals of all ages, backgrounds, beliefs, ethnicities, genders, gender identities, gender 
expression, national origins, religious affiliations, sexual orientations, ability-and other visible and 
non-visible differences. All members of this class are expected to contribute to a respectful, 
welcoming, and inclusive environment for every other member of the class. I will gladly honor your 
request to address you by an alternate name or gender pronoun. Please advise me of this desire 
early in the semester so that appropriate changes can be to the records.  Contact me if you have 
issues accessing resources. 
 
TERRITORIAL ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 
We acknowledge and respect the l!k! "!"!n peoples on whose traditional territory the university 
stands and the Songhees, Esquimalt and W̱SÁNEĆ peoples whose historical relationships with the 
land continue to this day. 
Link to First Peoples House: https://www.uvic.ca/services/indigenous/house/index.php 
 
COURSE TIME/LOCATION:  
Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday, 11:30-12:20; Engineering Computer Science 104 
 
OFFICE HOURS:  
Friday, 12:30-1:20 via ZOOM link (see Brightspace for link)  
 
COURSE OBJECTIVES:  
The aim of the course is to provide an overview of medically important fungi, parasites and 
associated diseases in humans. Students will gain a comprehensive understanding of the global 
impact, pathophysiology, host responses, recent therapeutic strategies, experimental approaches 
and challenges associated with the most common fungal pathogens and select parasites of 
humans. Fungi belonging to the Cryptococcus, Aspergillus and Candida genera will be discussed, 
as well as the parasitic malaria-inducing protozoa Plasmodium and other parasites associated with 
neglected tropical diseases, including the helminth Ascaris, for example. Students will also advance 
their skills in data interpretation and scientific communication through discussing manuscripts and 
participating in a group oral presentation. 
 
COURSE FORMAT: 
Lectures: The course will be delivered face-to-face (unless otherwise specified due to changing 
circumstances associated with the current pandemic).  The class sessions will be recorded to allow 
students who are not able to attend to watch later. The recording will be posted in Brightspace. 
Students who have privacy concerns can contact me and will have the option to limit their personal 
information shared in the recording. If you have other questions or concerns regarding class 
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