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and the rationale for the experimental procedure is clearly defined. 

4.  DISCUSSION 

The discussion should be an interpretation of the results.  Reference should be made to 
the literature cited in the introduction, and the relevance of the research should be clearly 
stated.  A certain amount of speculation is allowed, but it must be clearly identified.  

Since the nature of biochemical and microbiological research varies, no strict 
guidelines can be laid down as to the optimal or maximal lengths of the results and 
discussion sections.  In special cases, where the subject matter warrants, the format may 
be altered with the approval your supervisor.  For example, a combined “Results and 
Discussion”  section might be more appropriate for your work. 

5.  CONCLUSIONS 

A paragraph summing up your findings and emphasizing any novel aspect of the research 
is often a valuable aid to a reader.  The conclusion should be no more than 1 page. 

6.  REFERENCES 

One of two reference systems may be used: 
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