
Why is it important? 
The way our society functions, and the way in which the ecosystems that we depend upon function, 
is heavily in§uenced by climate. For example, the way our houses are built and transportation systems 
work, the way storm water is managed in our towns and cities, the amount of water that is available for 
hydro-electric generation, industrial and domestic use, agricultural production, and to maintain health 
river ecosystems… are all things that are strongly in§uenced by climate. It is therefore important for us 
to know how and why the climate is changing, how it will change in the future, and what the impacts 
will be so that we, as a society, can take action to reduce those impacts.

What does your research involve?
It involves a lot of careful analysis of observed climate and weather data, detailed comparison 
of changes seen in those observations with changes that are predicted by climate models, and 
experimentation with climate models. So the key tools are statistics, climate models, and an 
understanding of the “physics” of the climate system.  

Did you ever want to be something else?
It was only when I was in the second year of my undergraduate degree that I started to get some 
inkling of what I really wanted to be. That was when I was �rst introduced to statistics and, more 
importantly, to the idea that statistics could be used to design experiments and carefully tease 
information out of data on real world problems. 
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http://web.uvic.ca/sciweb/


http://pacificclimate.org/
http://communications.uvic.ca/releases/release.php?display=release&id=1165

