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This document is specifically for students in receipt of or 
applying for Direct Loans through the US Department of 

Education. All other students should refer to the appropriate 
UVIC academic calendar. 

 
 

Overview 
 
Students in receipt of Direct Loan Program funds while attending the University of Victoria 
must maintain Satisfactory Academic Progress (SAP) to be eligible to continue to receive 
Direct Loan Program funds. 
 
The U.S. Department of Education requires institutions of higher education to establish 
minimum standards of satisfactory academic progress for students receiving Federal aid.  
Satisfactory Academic Progress (SAP) means the student is proceeding in a positive 
manner toward fulfilling degree requirements. Students must maintain certain academic 
standards in order to remain eligible for all types of US Direct Loans. 
 
Qualitative Component: (grade based) a minimum cumulative Grade Point Average of 
2.0 out of a 9.0 grade scale. 
 
Quantitative Component: (pace of progression) completion of at least 67% of all units 
attempted each academic year. 
 
Timeframe Component: (timely completion) Students must finish their degree within 
150% of the published length of degree completion time. 
 
Satisfactory Academic Progress for US Direct Loans is evaluated for all US students once 
each year based on the components listed above.  Students who have not fulfilled the 
SAP requirements will not be eligible for US Direct Loan funds for the subsequent 
academic year(s). Students not fulfilling SAP requirements will receive an email from 
Student Awards and Financial Aid. Students who do not meet the University of Victoria 
academic Satisfactory Academic Progress regulations would receive a warning email and 
probation period from UVic Record Services. 
 
 



Students may still be able to attend the University of Victoria based on academic SAP, 
but not meet the eligibility requirements for US Direct Loan funds.  Students may have 
their US Direct Loan funding reinstated if they have attended for one academic year and 
met the SAP components above. Appeals regarding SAP for US Direct Loan funding 
would be directed to Student Awards and Financial Aid. 
 

Satisfactory Academic Progress Regulations (SAP) for all Undergraduate 
Students Attending the University of Victoria 

  
Qualitative Standards (grade based) 
 
In order to maintain eligibility for financial aid with the qualitative standard, a student must 
maintain the academic standing necessary to remain at the University of Victoria.  Student 
Awards and Financial Aid will conduct a review at the end of each academic year to 
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 to meet the specific degree and program requirements prescribed by the undergraduate faculty in 

which the candidate is registered. 

 to have a graduating grade point average of at least 2.0. The graduating grade point average in 

Honours programs is highe
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 gives inadequate attribution to an author or creator whose work is incorporated into the student’s 

work, including failing to indicate clearly (through accepted practices within the discipline, such as 

footnotes, internal references and the crediting of all verbatim passages through indentations of longer 

passages or the use of quotation marks) the inclusion of another individual’s work 

 paraphrases material from a source without sufficient acknowledgment as described above 

The university reserves the right to use plagiarism detection software programs to detect plagiarism in essays, 

term papers and other work. 

Unauthorized use of an editor 

An editor is an individual or service, other than the instructor or supervis











iii. Second or subsequent violations where a permanent notation has been made on a student’s transcript - 

permanent retention. 

Notations on a student’s transcript will be removed upon graduation or maintained permanently, in accordance 

with the penalty imposed under this policy. 

A student who has had a permanent notation imposed on his or her transcript may make an application to the 

Vice-

/calendar/undergrad/index.php#global
/calendar/undergrad/index.php#primary
/calendar/undergrad/index.php#secondary
/calendar/undergrad/index.php#content


 An instructor may not assign a weight of more than 60% of the overall course grade to a final 
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In any science course which includes laboratory work, students will be required to achieve satisfactory 

standing in both parts of the course. Results for laboratory work will be announced by the department prior to 
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Passing Grades 

Grade Grade 

Point 

Value 

Percentage* Description 

student has met the basic requirements for completing assigned work and/or 

participating in class activities. 

D 1 50 - 59 A D is earned by work that indicates minimal command of the course materials and/or 

minimal participation in class activities that is worthy of course credit toward the 

degree. 

COM Excluded 

Grade 

N/A 
Complete (pass). Used only for 0-unit courses and those credit courses designated by 

the Senate. Such courses are identified in the course listings. 

CTN Excluded 

Grade 



Temporary Grades 

Grade Grade 

Point 

Value 

Percentage* 
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Student records are confidential. Instructors may release grades only to the student concerned, unless they have 

the student’s permission to release the grades to a third party. Where grades are posted, only student numbers 

will be shown. Students are given the option at the beginning of a course to not have their grades posted. 

Students’ grades are available through Online tools - Student services. 

First-term results for full-year courses are released by instructors, not by Undergraduate Records. 

Review of an assigned grade 

Reviews of assigned grades, for either part of or all of a course, are governed by the following regulations, 

subject to any specific procedures established by individual faculties. Students should visit their faculty 

website or their faculty Dean’s office to obtain those procedures concerning grade reviews. 

Please refer to Evaluation of Student Achievement, Student Access to Final Examinations, and Release of 

Grades, above. 

 Before applying for a formal review of a grade as outlined below, students should make every effort to 

discuss and/or submit a written appeal about the assigned grade with the instructor (see individual 

faculty procedures). 

 
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Transcript of Academic Record  

 

On request of the student, a certified transcript of the student’s academic record can be sent by the Office of 

the Registrar directly to the institution or agency indicated in the request. Each transcript will include the 

student’s complete record at the University to date. Since academic standing is determined by the results of all 

final grades at the end of the session, transcripts showing the official sessional GPA, cumulative GPA and 

standing are not available until after the end of the session. The Winter Session takes place from September to 

April, the Summer Session from May to August. 

Students’ records are confidential. Transcripts are issued only at the request of students. All transcript requests 

must be accompanied by payment (see Miscellaneous fees). Transcripts will be issued within five working 
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The “With Distinction” designation is not available in the Faculty of Law, the Faculty of Graduate Studies or 

the Division of Continuing Studies. 

All graduating students in each academic unit - those graduating in Honours, Major and General programs 

only- are included in a single pool from which the 20% threshold GPA is calculated, and all are eligible for the 

“With Distinction” designation. 



Graduates become members of the Convocation of the University as soon as their degrees are granted by the 

Senate, which generally occurs several weeks before the convocation ceremony. 

Students who require proof of degree completion before degrees have been conferred by the Senate can obtain 

a Degree Completion Letter from Undergraduate Records. Order forms are available via Online tools - Student 

services. 

 
 

Quantitative Standards (pace of progression) 
 
Undergraduate students must be enrolled for a minimum of 7.5 registered units during 
either the fall, spring and/or summer terms of study to be considered full time.  Half-time 
enrollment for undergraduate students is 3.75  registered units during either the fall, 
spring and/or summer terms of study. In order to meet the quantitative standard, students 
must complete and pass a minimum of 67% of courses attempted each academic year. 
The minimum number of units required for an undergraduate degree is 60 units.  The 
normal time frame for completion of an undergraduate degree is five years.  
 
The University of Victoria evaluates Satisfactory Academic Progress at the end of the 
spring term.  Withdrawals and incompletes are not included in the overall grade average.  
Students must complete all required courses by the end of the degree. Students who 
achieve a passing grade may not repeat a course.  Students who fail a required course 
must repeat the course and obtain a passing grade before completion of their degree.  
When a student repeats a course and achieves a passing grade, the original grade will 
not be counted in the grade average.  There are no noncredit remedial courses. 
Scheduled awards for the next academic year for students who are not making 
Satisfactory Academic Progress will be canceled.  
 
Financial aid will be disbursed on the first day of each term.  Students who withdraw after 
that will have their eligibility to retain part of their financial aid calculated on the percentage 
of the term attended.  Students who attend more than 60% of the term may retain all of 
their aid. See the section on Return to Title IV (R2T4) below. 
 

Minimum Course Load  

Some programs require students to be enrolled in a minimum number of units during 
the Winter Session. Students should refer to the calendar entries of individual faculties 
for information. 

Students should note that Canada Student Loans require enrollment in at least 4.5 units 
for credit (3 units for students with a permanent disability), excluding duplicate and/or 
mutually exclusive course work, in each term of the Winter Session. Most 
undergraduate scholarships, bursaries and prizes administered by the University are 
restricted to students enrolled in a minimum of 15 units in each Winter Session.  

Maximum Course Load  

/tools/student/index.php
/tools/student/index.php




(A Grade Point Average is found by multiplying the grade point value of each final grade 
by the number of units, totalling the grade points for all the grades, and dividing the total 
Grade Points by the total number of units.) 

Cumulative Grade Point Average  

The cumulative Grade Point Average, which normally appears at the end of a transcript, 
is based on all courses (other than COM-graded courses) taken or challenged at the 
University for which grades have been assigned (including F and N). 

If a student takes courses beyond a first undergraduate degree, or transfers to the LLB 
program, a further cumulative Grade Point Average will be calculated excluding those 
courses completed prior to the granting of the first degree or entry to the LLB program. 

Minimum Sessional Grade Point Average and Academic Standing  

The following regulations apply in all faculties and all sessions, including Summer 
Studies. 

Undergraduates must maintain a sessional Grade Point Average of at least 2.0 (or 
equivalent if a UVic student takes courses elsewhere for credit towards a UVic 
program). 

University Probationary Status  

Students whose sessional Grade Point Average is 1.00 to 1.99 (regardless of registered 
course load) are considered to have unsatisfactory standing and will be placed on 
academic probation for the next session attended. Students should note that individual 
faculties may require a higher sessional Grade Point Average. Failure to achieve the 
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Students who are on probation, or whose standing is withheld in their most recent 
session because of deferred status, are not eligible for reregistration until their sessional 
Grade Point Average for the latest/deferred session has been determined as 
satisfactory, except as noted below. 

If a student's projected sessional Grade Point Average for the latest/deferred session, 
including a grade of 0 for all deferred courses or outstanding grades, was determined to 
be above the minimum by the faculty concerned, the student will be authorized to 
register. The projected Grade Point Average is calculated at the end of the session 
when the deferred standing is assigned. The projected Grade Point Average does not 
appear on a student's academic record. 

Depending upon a student's performance during the period of probation, the Dean may 
at any time either remove the student from probation for the remainder of the session 
or, acting on a decision of the faculty, require that the student withdraw from the 
University (see Withdrawal.) 

Requirement to Withdraw from the University  

A student who is on academic probation and whose Winter sessional or Summer 
sessional Grade Point Average falls below 2.0 (or equivalent if a UVic student takes 
courses elsewhere for credit towards a UVic program) will have failed to clear their 
probation status. These students will be required to withdraw regardless of the 
registered unit total, normally for one academic year. 

Students registered in 4.5 units or more in a session whose Grade Point Average is less 
than 1.0 (or equivalent if a UVic student takes courses elsewhere for credit towards a 
UVic program) will be required to withdraw, normally for one academic year. If a student 
has started courses in the current session before receiving notice of unsatisfactory 
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Admission, Reregistration, and Transfer, stating why they should be considered for 
reregistration. 

A student who is permitted to reregister following a requirement to withdraw will be on 
academic probation for the duration of the session in which UVic studies are resumed. 

A student who is required to withdraw a second time will not be permitted to register for 
credit courses at the University for at least five academic years. 

Accumulation of Failing Grades  

A “warning notice” will be issued when five failing grades are accumulated throughout a 
student's entire undergraduate academic record. The notice is for information only and 
carries no academic penalty. The notice contains information that may assist students in 
avoiding assignment of further failures. 

 
Transfer Students 
 
Transfer students’ transcripts will be evaluated by the Program Director. Those courses 
which are applicable to the degree requirement will be accepted and will be used to 
measure the quantitative SAP requirement. Only those grades earned at the University 
of Victoria will be used to compute the qualitative requirement.   
 
Change of Program or Degree  
 
Students who decide to change their degree or program objective will be evaluated 
similarly to Transfer Students with the exception that the grades previously earned at the 
University of Victoria will be used to measure the qualitative requirements. 
 
Concurrent Degrees 
 
Although it is unlikely to occur, students may pursue two undergraduate degrees 
concurrently. They are charged the tuition for each program and the Cost of Attendance 
for one degree will be adjusted to reflect the two tuition charges. Students must meet the 
Satisfactory Progress requirements for both programs to retain eligibility. The two sets of 
courses will be viewed as one program. Loans will be processed to the maximum yearly 
eligibility for undergraduate students. 
 
Additional Degrees 
 
Students who have completed a undergraduate degree program and wish to pursue 
another degree must apply for admission to that program as would any other applicant 
and meet the admission requirements for the new program. Federal loan eligibility will be 
limited to the aggregate program maximums under Federal Regulations. 
  

Quantitative Standards (Timely Completion) 
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In this scenario, the costs associated with the course will be included in the Cost of 
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student failed to make SAP, and what has changed in the student’s situation that will 
allow the student to demonstrate SAP at the next evaluation. 
 
 
Students who are readmitted to their program may apply in writing to the Director, Student 
Awards and Financial Aid for one-


