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The U.S. Department of Education requires institutions of higher education to establish 
minimum standards of satisfactory academic progress for students receiving Federal aid.  
Satisfactory Academic Progress (SAP) means the student is proceeding in a positive 
manner toward fulfilling degree requirements. SAP includes two standards; qualitative 
and quantitative.  Students must meet both standards to continue receiving financial aid. 
 
Qualitative  
 
In order to maintain eligibility for financial aid with the qualitative standard, a student must 
maintain the academic standing necessary to remain at the University of Victoria.  Student 
Awards and Financial Aid will conduct a review at the end of each academic year to 
determine the students successful progress toward obtaining a degree by comparing 
cumulative grade average to hours earned.  A student must maintain an overall minimum 
5.0 out of 9.0 grade point average to remain enrolled in the program or to continue 
receiving aid except for certain courses specified in the catalogue where the requirement 
is higher. 
   
Students may be put on probation by their department at the end of any term of study if 
they have not made sufficient academic progress to warrant continuance of study.  
Students who fail to maintain sufficient academic progress will be dismissed from the 
program.  A student must maintain a 5.0 overall grade average regardless of their 
eligibility for or participation in the Title IV program. Termination of students will follow 
policies and procedures adopted by the department and reported to the 2nd Degree 
Committee.  Dismissal by an academic department may be appealed to the Head of the 
Department and if that appeal is unsuccessful, the student may then appeal to the Head 
of the 2nd Degree Committee.  The dismissal decision by the 2nd Degree Committee is 

-time 
enrollment for graduate students 1.5 units of registered course work during either the fall 
and/or spring semester. In order to meet the quantitative standard, students must 
complete and pass a minimum of 67% of courses attempted each academic year. The 
maximum allowable time to be eligible for financial aid for a full-time masters degree 
student is five academic years and for a full-



Master and Doctorate degree requirements are listed below. 
 
The University of Victoria evaluates Satisfactory Academic Progress at the end of the 
spring term.  Withdrawals and incompletes are not included in the overall grade average.  
Students must complete all required courses by the end of the degree. Students who 
achieve a passing grade may not repeat a course.  Students who fail a required course 
must repeat the course and obtain a passing grade before completion of their degree.  
When a student repeats a course and achieves a passing grade, the original grade will 
not be counted in the grade average.  There are no noncredit remedial courses. 
Scheduled awards for the next academic year for students who are not making 
Satisfactory Academic Progress will be canceled.  
 
Financial aid will be disbursed on the first day of each term.  Students who withdraw after 
that will have their eligibility to retain part of their financial aid calculated on the percentage 
of the term attended.  Students who attend more than 60% of the term may retain all of 
their aid. See the section on Return to Title IV (R2T4) below. 
 

Program Requirements - Master's Degrees  

Minimum Degree Requirements  



Faculty of Graduate Studies. This publication specifies academic and technical 
requirements to ensure acceptability of the document to the University and the National 
Library. 

A master's thesis is an original lengthy essay which demonstrates a student's 
understanding of, and capacity to, employ research methods appropriate to their 
discipline(s). It should normally include a general overview of relevant literature in the 
field of study, be well organized and academically written. The work may be based on 
body of original data produced by the student or it may be an original research exercise 
conducted using scholarly literature or data produced and made available by others. 

In general, a master's candidate must demonstrate a command of the subject of the 
thesis. A thesis demonstrates that appropriate research methods have been used and 
appropriate methods of critical analysis supplied. It provides evidence of some new 
contribution to the field of existing knowledge or a new perspective on existing 
knowledge. 

Master's Degrees Without Theses  
All regulations pertaining to such programs are contained in the document Regulations 
for a Master's Degree Without Thesis which may be obtained from the Office of the 
Dean of Graduate Studies. 

Not all Departments offer the option of a master's degree without thesis.



The minimum requirement for the degree of Doctor of Philosophy is 30 units of work 
beyond the master's level or 45 units beyond the bachelor's level, and satisfactory 
completion of the prescribed program. 

The doctoral program requires that a broad knowledge of the field or fields of study be 
demonstrated through the candidacy examination. The major portion of the doctoral 
program will be devoted to a research project culminating in a dissertation which 
satisfies the requirements and standards of the Faculty of Graduate Studies. 

Doctoral Candidacy Examinations  
Within two years of registration as a provisional doctoral student and at least six months 
before the final oral examination, a student must pass a candidacy examination. The 
purpose of the candidacy examination is to test the student's understanding of material 
considered essential to completion of a PhD and/or the student's competence to do 
research that will culminate in the PhD dissertation. The candidacy examination may be 
written, or oral, or both at the discretion of the department. 

Individual departments or supervisory committees may also require other examinations 
in addition to the candidacy examination. Such examinations may include those to test 
competence in languages other than English, in statistics, in computing, or in other 
basic research skills. 

The candidacy examination is a requirement of the Faculty of Graduate Studies and 
cannot be waived by any department. However, the precise form, content, and 
administration of such examinations are determined by individual departments. 

While there may be wide variety in the content of candidacy examinations, all such 
examinations must be consistent within each department. Factors that must be 
consistent are the manner in which the examinations are constructed, conducted and 
evaluated. Departments are responsible for ensuring this consistency.( m ) - f ( i ) 1  ( ) ( m ) - f ( u c ) - 1  ( h ) 1  ( ) - 1  h ) 1  ( s ) - 1  ( t ) - 3  ( ) . 7 9 5  0  T d f  



of Graduate Studies. This publication specifies academic and technical requirements to 
ensure acceptability of the document to the University and the National Library. 

The doctoral dissertation must embody original work and constitute a significant 
contribution to knowledge in the candidate's field of study. It should contain evidence of 
broad knowledge of the relevant literature, and should demonstrate a critical 
understanding of the works of scholars closely related to the subject of the dissertation. 
Material embodied in the dissertation should, in the opinion of scholars in the field, merit 
publication. 

The general form and style of dissertations may differ from department to department, 
but all dissertations shall be presented in a form which constitutes an integrated 



the admission requirements for the new program. Federal loan eligibility will be limited to 
the aggregate program maximums under Federal Regulations. 
  
Appeals and Waivers of SAP 
 
Dismissal by an academic department may be appealed to the Head of the 2nd Degree 
Committee after all other avenues of appeal have been exhausted.  The dismissal 
decision by the 2nd Degree Committee is final and may not be appealed by the student.  
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