
Modern Day Democracy: 

       Current Perspectives   
AN ELDER ACADEMY EVENT 

 

https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/democracy-tickets-134224598387
mailto:UVRAElderAcademyevents@uvic.ca




 
 

Modern Day Democracy: Current Perspectives  
AN ELDER ACADEMY EVENT 

 
” Restoring Democracy in an Age of Populists and Pestilence”  

   
Saturday, May 8, 2021 – 10:00am to noon 

Presenter: Jonathan Manthorpe, Author and Journalist  
 

 

Biography: Jonathan Manthorpe has been a foreign 

correspondent, political reporter, and international affairs 

columnist for nearly forty years, with extensive TV and radio 

interview experience.  

His last book, Claws of the Panda: Beijing's Campaign of 

Influencer and Intimidation in Canada, was one of the Globe and 

Mail Top 100 Books of 2019 and was also shortlisted for the 

Hubert Evans Non-Fiction Award. He is based in Victoria, BC. 

 

Description: On the heels of the success of Claws of the Panda (Shortlisted for the 

2020 Shaughnessy Cohen Prize for Political Non-Fiction), veteran journalist 

Jonathan Manthorpe's new book delves into an equally important and timely 

subject: the corruption of democratic ideals and institutions, of what went wrong, 

and what we can do to get back on track. In a time when trust in our institutions is 

falling, and a pandemic forecasts an economic and social fallout for which many 

are unprepared, Restoring Democracy in an Age of Populists and Pestilence 

defends and charts a plan to overcome the prospect of democratic decay. 
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              “Democracy and Colonialism in Canada: A Long-term Perspective” 

Saturday, May 15, 2021- 10:00am to noon 
Presenter: Peter Cook, PhD, UVic Dept. of History  

 
 

 Biography: Dr. Peter Cook grew up in the Ottawa Valley and 

attended the University of Toronto, Université Laval, the 

University of Ottawa, and McGill University. His research 

examines alliances and treaty making between Indigenous 

nations of North America and European colonies before 

1850. He is currently co-authoring a case study of Indigenous-

settler relations in Upper Canada and is most recently a co-editor of To Share, Not 

Surrender: Indigenous and Settler Perspectives on Treaty Making in the Colonies of 

Vancouver Island and British Columbia (UBC Press, forthcoming May 2021). 

 

 

Description: Triumphal historical narratives of building the Canadian nation-state 

often emphasize progress toward liberal democracy, with one key moment being 

the achievement of responsible government in parts of nineteenth century British 

North America. But such feel-good narratives are difficult to reconcile with the 

history of colonialism in Canada, insofar as progress toward democracy has too 

often coincided with a worsening of colonial conditions imposed upon Indigenous 

peoples. This talk takes a long-term view of several centuries of Indigenous-settler 

relations in what is now Canada and invites reflection on what emerges when we 

juxtapose Indigenous historical experience with moments of transformation in the 

politics of the settler colonial and national state. 
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“Extremist Politics, the “Culture Wars”, and the Annihilation of History” 
    

Saturday, May 22, 2021 – 10:00am to noon 
Presenter: Edwin Hodge, PhD, UVic Dept. of Sociology   

 
 

Biography: Dr. Edwin Hodge is a researcher at the 
Centre for Global Studies at the University of Victoria, 
where he studies the changing nature of borders and 
border processes in the 21st Century. He is also an 
assistant professor in the department of Sociology at the 
University of Victoria, where his research focuses on 


