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Organized in collaboration 
between the Centre for Youth 
and Society and the CRD 
Community Health Network,  
the program fair showcased 
the community and school-
based programs and initiatives 
created to support children 
and youth.  The event brought 
together educators, counsellors, 
community leaders, researchers, 
and students for panels 
and booth presentations 
throughout the day.  

The program fair was also the 
occasion to celebrate the 20th 
anniversary of the establishment 
of the Centre as a UVic research 
centre, presenting some of the 
programs it has created.

 Thursday May 19th

Opening and booth setting
Greetings and territory acknowledgment by Elder Barbara Hulme
Virtual Address by Myer Horowitz (CFYS)
Plan for the day by Kristen Mah (CRD-CHN)
Panel: “Lessons from Long-Established and Recent 
Programs for Children & Youth”: Moderated by Frederick Grouzet. 		
Panelists: Bonnie Leadbeater (CFYS), Mandeep Kaur Mucina (CFYS),  
Debbie Douez (Art of Reconciliation), Gita John-Iyam (Inter-Cultural 
Association of Greater Victoria)
Program Fair (Morning + All-Day Sessions)
Health Break
Panel “Current Programs and Initiative: How to support them”: 
Moderated by Frederick Grouzet. Panelists: Paweena Sukhawathanakul 
(CFYS), Viviene Temple (CFYS), Charlene Smith (Take-A-Hike Foundation), 
Tara Skobel (Quadra Village Community Centre)
Program Fair (Afternoon + All-Day Sessions)
Round Table Conversation: What did we learn today? What are the 	
gaps? How could we continue to support programs and initiatives for 
children and Youth?
Closing Remarks by Frederick Grouzet
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             Myer Horowitz

Dr. Myer Horowitz was a 
founding member of the CFYS and an 
established scholar. He gave an inau-



The discussion panels were presented 
as an opportunity for disseminating 
knowledge about the various 
challenges surrounding funding, 
collaboration, and experiences 
regarding children and youth 
programs.  The panelists also shared 
the success of some initiatives and 
the availability of resources for youth, 
which provided information and 
guidance for attendees and relative 
organizations to overcome funding 
and collaboration difficulties. 

For the first panel of the event, the panelists 
and the moderator discussed various 
programs for children and youth. 
During the discussion, they exchanged 
perspectives about the benefits and 
consequences of long-established and 
recent programs in relation to mental 
health of children and youth. 

The second panel focused more on 
innovating the current programs for 
children and youth. They focused on the 
strengths and contributions of youth to 
their families, schools, and communities, 
and on youth who are vulnerable due to 
societal, family, and community challenges.

“A lot about the organizations themselves and their impact. Impact was 
really interesting! “

“How amazing return on social investment stats are!”

“About the seeking reciprocity from relationships with researchers. I learned the 
importance of the role that researchers play and how potentially their research 
can aid collaborations in the future. “

“In spite of difficulties, there are still many good resources available for youth in 
Victoria area.”

“Youth are important and more effort needs to be made to include, reach and 
advocate for them.”

Level of satisfaction with the 
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