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Since President Yanukovych assumed power in 2010, he has pursued two principal goals 

— to enrich himself and his family and to ensure by fair means or foul his victory in the 

presidential election in March 2015. He has certainly has achieved the first goal. There 
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past spoken of the bloc having a joint foreign and economic policy towards the outside 

world. Russia would like to see Ukraine also join its Collective Security Organization. 

Should Russia succeed in its goals, several things might happen: Ukraine would likely 

remain in turmoil and revolt; the return of Ukraine and probably Russia to democracy 

would be delayed. The shift in the balance of power in Europe could be destabilizing in 

the Baltic, Central Europe and the Balkans. Understandings between Russia and the 

West could become more difficult. Western consciences would be provoked by 

oppression in Ukraine. Westerners could be filled with enmity towards Russia in case of 


