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care and social services, community economic development, arts and culture,

heritage, education, child care, community media, social movements, job

training and worker reintegration, capacity building, housing, community

recreation, tourism, and ethical purchasing. What of organizations that

meet all of the other pre-requisites of the social economy but whose

primary mandate is environmental issues or ecological conservation?

For the purposes of furthering this discussion, four Canadian definitions of

the social economy are interrogated below. According to Western Economic

Diversification Canada (WEDC), social economy organizations ‘provide

social, cultural, economic and health services to communities that need

them’ (cited in CSERP, 2007
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(Riegler and Rademacher, 2004; Riegler, n.d.). In this framing, the term eco-

social market economy refers to a means of achieving balance through pursu-

ing three goals: (i) a competitive, innovative, and technologically oriented

economy, with (ii) a focus on social equity, and (iii) the protection of nature.
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Site description: a brief history of conservation in Lutsel K’e

Lutsel K’e is a community of approximately 400 people situated on the shore

of Christie Bay on the East Arm of Great Slave Lake in the Northwest Territor-

ies of Canada. Lutsel K’e is the sedentary home of the once nomadic LKDFN,

who roamed the northern Boreal forest following vast herds of caribou (Ellis,

2003). Established in 1960 around a school and a Hudson’s Bay trading post,

the community of Lutsel K’e now consists of approximately 150 buildings. In

1969, the Government of Canada initiated a process to create a national park in

the traditional territory of the LKDFN without the knowledge of local people

(News of the North, 1969). At that time, the LKDFN actively and successfully

opposed the creation of the protected area.

More than thirty years later, after many changes in the political and eco-

nomic landscape of the Canadian north, the LKDFN approached Parks

Canada to re-initiate conversations around the creation of a national park

(Ellis and Enzoe, 2008). In the subsequent years, the LKDFN signed a 2006

Memorandum of Understanding with the Government of Canada to

conduct feasibility studies, recommend a boundary, examine the impacts

and benefits of the park, and conduct consultations. A community vision

for the park has been put forward and the proposed ‘East Arm National

Park’ has been renamed ‘Thaidene Nene’ (meaning ‘The Land of Our Ances-

tors’ in the Dene language). Community development and capacity-building

options are also being examined. Currently, negotiations between the LKDFN

and Parks Canada are proceeding on an area of 33,000 km2 as a part of the

ongoing Akaitcho negotiation processes.

Methods and analysis

As part of these ongoing community-advocated processes of protected area

creation, a collaborative research project was undertaken between the

LKDFN and the authors. Field research, which consisted of a series of forty-

six qualitative interviews, was conducted in Lutsel K’e, Yellowknife, and Fort

Smith in the Northwest Territories of Canada during 2008. Interviews focused

on perceptions of the national park initiative, capacity building, and the role

of the social economy in supporting conservation and development. Inter-

views were conducted with three groups: (i) members of the LKDFN (n ¼

26; 16 male; 10 female), (ii) non-indigenous community members (n ¼ 10; 6

male; 4 female), and (iii) conservation and development professionals from

outside the community (n ¼ 10; 7 male; 3 female). Community participants

were selected using snowball sampling whereby an initial contact suggests

possible participants who in turn suggest additional participants (Neuman,

2000). The indigenous community members were also chosen to represent

an array of perspectives and positions within the community, including

http://cdj.oxfordjournals.org/
http://cdj.oxfordjournals.org/


http://cdj.oxfordjournals.org/
http://cdj.oxfordjournals.org/


forces combined have neglected to create meaningful livelihoods for local

people, to safeguard the traditional cultural and social structures of the com-

munity, to provide adequate health and educational services, and to safe-

guard the environment (Bone, 2003). The traditional territory of the
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‘sustainable commercial interests’, ‘long-term economic benefits’, ‘lands, rights

and ways of life of First Nations’, ‘environmental, social and economic benefit’,

‘impact on the workforce’, ‘traditional knowledge and local perspectives’ and

‘cultural values’ (CBI, 2009). On the other hand, WWF’s mission focuses on the
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and has matured around the processes associated with negotiating the pro-

tected area.

Four more eco-social economy organizations are envisaged and will likely

result from the creation of the national park: (i) a co-management or

joint-management body, (ii) a trust fund, (iii) an eco-tourism cooperative,

and (iv) a local ENGO. First, the creation of a co-management body in con-

junction with local indigenous groups is the norm for northern protected

areas since the mid-1980s (Lemelin and Johnston, 2008). Participants in

Lutsel K’e envisioned a co-management body where local people hold the

majority or all of the seats and with sufficient capacity and funding to carry
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