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I - Reform or Refoundation ? 

Reforming international institutions was a Loch Ness Monster for years: talked about a lot but 
never seen. Only recently has it gained momentum. Why is now becoming a real subject? 

A world unification is under way under the auspices of trade and financial deregulation on one 
hand and transport and communications revolutions on the other. We did not plan it, it came as 
the result of convergent evolutions, each with its own momentum. But it is a deep underlying 
trend.  

In many respects this change is comparable to the industrial revolution. And as the industrial 
revolution ultimately brought changes in governance models (representative democracies 
replacing traditional monarchies) we feel the new world order needs new int. 
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of teleconferencing or television. 

So the seventh question is about digital democracy. What new participative governance 
mechanisms become possible through an innovative use of IT? Could they sometimes - and when 
should they - complement or replace today's democratic system based on representatives and 
majority votes ? Given the fact that any part of the world is now one day away from any other by 
plane, what combination of physical presence (summits and other conferences) and online 
participation?  

Conclusion 

Discussions in various fora beyond ours address the issue of a Global Architecture. All adopt of 
course the perspective of their respective members. But no one has the full legitimacy to treat it 
alone. The European Union is facing the same dilemma in trying to draft a Constitution. If the 
lessons from the "European Declaration of Rights" are any indication, a wide preliminary debate 
is a minimum condition for legitimacy but no formula for representation of all interested parties 
has yet been broadly accepted.  

So, whatever the answers to the points above are in our group, here lies the last and probably 
core question. Where will the mandate for drafting new institutions come from? How can it be 
indisputable and how can it handle the question of a fair and legitimate representation of the 
numerous stakeholders from public, private and associative sectors? 

In this respect, the coming World Summit on the 


